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EDNA STEPHENSON KUHNLE, Moody ’30, as a 
pastor’s wife, takes part in a variety of Christian 
activities. Training at Moody Bible Institute 
has prepared her for teaching Sunday school classes, 
using her musical talents for the Lord, and conducting 
meetings at an institutional home. Mrs. Kuhnle is the 
wife of Rev. William E. Kuhnle, pastor of 
the Garfield Avenue Baptist Church 
of Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


“The best investment \ 
parents can make... 
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“My father, a pioneer of the Canadian 
Northwest plains, would often say, “The best 
investment parents can make is to train 
their children at Moody Bible Institute.’ 

““Our home was grounded upon the Rock, 
with all of us—four boys and four girls— 
attending family worship both morning and 


evening. My father tells me that in the early 


days the schoolhouse, four miles up the road, 
served as the church. Many times in the 
winter, he would load the kitchen stove into 
the family sleigh to add comfort to the old 
schoolhouse. 

“It was in such a stalwart Christian atmos- 
phere that we were reared and from which 
all of my brothers and sisters left home, one 
by one, to attend Moody. Ever since I could 
remember I had dreamed of attending the 


Institute. It was with Mother’s encourage- 
ment, in spite of adverse circumstances, I 
stepped out on faith and enrolled. 

“Now, as a pastor’s wife, I am indeed grate- 
ful for the training I received there. Bible 
instruction has prepared me for many teach- 
ing opportunities. Musical training has fitted 
me for the regular ministry of the church 
and also our weekly radio broadcasts. 

*“With all of my brothers and sisters 
Moody-trained and serving the Lord in vari- 
ous parts of the world (oneisin His presence), 
the words of my father still hold true, ‘We 
hope it may be an incentive to other parents 


‘ to send their boys and girls to Moody Bible 


Institute, where they may become grounded 
in Christian faith and doctrine, which is so 
much needed in these days of apostasy.’ ” 








AN INTERESTING PICTURE BOOK of student 
life at Moody Bible Institute is yours for the 
asking. With it you'll receive a catalog, which gives a complete 
and detailed description of the eight courses at this 
well-known Bible school—the school that prepared Edna 
Stephenson Kuhnle for the Lord’s service as a pastor’s wife. 
Address Office of Admissions, Room ET-828 
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BIBLE INSTITUTE 

820 N. La Salle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dr. William Culbertson, presipENt 

Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, pean 


























In Summer As In Winter 


THE BIBLE STUDY HOUR 


continues to present Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse 


in his verse-by-verse study of the Epistle to the 


Romans. 


The cost and the blessing of this radio ministry is 


the same each week the year round. Yet many of 


God’s people forget to support the work during the 


Summer. 


If you have been one of those who forget in 


Summer, now is the time to remember. 








Heard Every Sunday 


Location Station Kes. Time 

Alabama Birmingham WSGN 610 ke 2:00T 

Dothan WAGF 1320 ke 3:00T 

Huntsville WHBS 1490 ke 2:00T 

Arizona Tucson KCNA $80 ke 4:30T 

California Oakland KROW 960 ke 6:30T 

Wasco KWSsO 1050 ke 2:30T 

Colorado Pueblo KCSJ $90 ke 1:00T 
Dist. of 

Columbia Washington WwWwDc 1260 ke 9:30T 

Florida Miami Beach WMBM 800 ke 4:30T 

St. Petersburg WSUN 620 ke 2:00T 

Georgia Decatur-Atlanta WGLS 970 ke 1:007 

Illinois Chicago WCFL 1000 ke 9:007 

Louisiana New Orleans WWEZ 690 ke 2:00T 

Massachusetts Boston WMEX 1510 ke 2:00f 

Michigan Detroit CKLW 800 ke 9:30T 

Minnesota Minneapolis KTIS 900 ke 6:30T 

(Saturday) 

Mississippi West Point WROB 1450 ke 7:30* 

Yazoo City WAZF 1230 ke 5:30T 

Missouri Kansas City WHB 710 ke 8:30" 

St. Louis KSTL 690 ke 3:30T 

M B KBMN 1230 ke 7:007 

(Tuesday) 
New Jersey Atlantic City WFPG 1450 ke 8:00* 
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Location 


New York 
Rochester 


New York 


North Carolina Mount Airy 


Obio Canton 
Cleveland 
Columbus 
Pennsylvania Altoona 
tA a Carlisle 
ee ee 
Philadelphia 
Red Lion 
Sayre 
Scranton 
Rhode Island Providence 
Tennessee Chattanooga 
Johnson City 
Memphis 
Nashville 
Texas Fort Worth 
Tyler 
Virginia Farmville 
Richmond 
Roanoke 
Washington Ephrata 
West Virginia Bluefield 
Charleston 
Matewan 
Wheeling 
Panama Panama City 


*a.m. fp.m. 


Station 
Wjz 
WVET 
(Saturday) 
WPAQ 
WAND 
WHK 
WHKC 
WVAM 
WLXW 
WJET 
WIP 
WGCB 
WATS 
WARM 
WPTL-FM 
WAPO 
WJHL 
WHBQ 
WNAH 
KCNC 
KGKB 
WFLO 
WRNL 
WSLS 
KULE 
WHIS 
WTIP 
WHJC 
WWVA 


HOXO 
(Monday) 


Kes. Time 
770 ke 9:00° 


1280 ke 1:00T 


740 ke 9:00* 
900 ke 2:00T 
1420 ke 9:00° 
610 ke 9:00° 
1430 ke 2:30T 
1380 ke 2:30T 
1570 ke 9:00° 
610 ke 8:30° 
1440 ke 4.00T 
1470 ke 9:30° 

$90 ke 9:30* 
91.5 me 8.30T 
1150 ke 8:30° 
910 ke 2:00T 

560 ke 9:007 
1360 ke 4:00T 
870 ke 4:00T 
1490 ke 2:30T 
870 ke 2:00T 
910 ke 4:30T 
610 ke 2:00T 
730 ke 8:15° 
1440 ke 2:00T 
1240 ke 1:30f 
1360 ke 1:30T 
1170 ke 1:00f 
760 ke 8:30T 


\ YOUR PRAYERS AND GIFTS ARE VITAL 


IBLE STUDY HOUR 


BOX 2000, PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 


(Gifts for this ministry are deductible for income tax purposes) 


NEWS FROM KOJEDO : 

Politically the President, Syngman Rhee, 
is shocking us all with his dictator tactics. 
He is completely out of order in this and 
yet few will question the fact that he is the 
strongest man in the country and is the 
logical one for the nation’s leadership. 
Four candidates among the legislators are 
politically active but none is especially well- 
known nor have they given any demonstra- 
tion of the needed qualifications for the 
presidency. Rhee has the confidence and 
affection of the people. Also, if four candi- 
dates backed by four parties get going in a 
race for the office, confusion and divison 
will result at a time when Communists, 
through guerrilla activity, are already bor- 
ing from within and striving to divide and 
terrify South Korea. Economically prices 
are sky-rocketing following the fabulous 
rise in the price of rice. Some pastors’ 
salary is now a million wun a month and 
that doesn’t permit them any extravagance 
in living. 

Doubtless all of you are reading about 
Kojedo in the papers and now the story can 
be told, that is many details can be given 
that I obviously could not write about at 
the time. And now having learned of the 
conditions, the brutality and murder that 
characterized life in many of the com- 
pounds of the P. O. W. Camp during the 
past months, you can appreciate more 
readily the depth of the faith of the Chris- 
tians who remained true despite constant 
danger. Numbers of the Christians took 
their stand at the risk of their lives and 
their testimony is the more glorious because 
of it. And the end is not yet, for as you 
may have read in a Rightist camp where 
I am at Yung Chun, three men were found 
dead one morning and fourteen badly beaten 
as a result of bitterness carried over from 
Kojedo. I am interested in the violence of 
the reaction against the camp authorities in 
many circles in America. Did you see that 
TIME magazine allowed itself to refer to 
those involved in the General’s capture as 
“boobs”. And the article in this week’s 
number is highly critical of the administra- 
tion. For us the fact remains, and the 
encouragement is that much greater, that 
the Church has thrived and prospered de- 
spite persecution and danger. Great pa- 
tience and steadfastness have been necessary 
from the beginning. 

Haroitp VOELKEL 
Kojedo, Korea 


CONCORDIA PRESS AGAIN 

I have just received the July issue of 
ETERNITY, and read with much interest 
your article “Lutheran Contribution.” 





Women’s Christian Medical College 

Training ——— a become 

raining young women to 

doctors, nurses, d mid-wives 
The new Government of India is demanding 
an upgrading of this medical college by 1952. 
if the b ot Ot 2 
sound evangelical work ver fifty years 
will be curtailed. We need funds AT ONCE 
for equipment, scholarships, our Surgeon’s 


salary. 
Miss Lucy Powel, Sec.-Treas., R.D. 3, Norristown, Pa. 



























an 
amazing 
story 
becomes 
a 
Christian 
BEST 
SELLER! 












Det printing! 


DeSHAZE 


The Doelitile 
Raider Who Turned 
Missionary 
by C. HOYT WATSON 
$2.00 ...at your religious bookstore or 


Light and Life Press 
WINONA LAKE INDIANA 









No Experience Needed To 


PRINT YOUR OWN 
POST CARDS 


oa GEM STENCIL DUPLI- 
TOR saves money . . . gets 
results quickly! Hundreds of 
uses for every type of business 
tion. We ship the 
complete with all supplies, 
Board for accurate printing 
i co-pageB Book of Ideas at the 

of only $8.50 Our 
a $15.00 value) 


® 
& 
FREE TRIAL OFFER S 
& 
‘fs 
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ise the GEM FREE at our expense! SEND NO 

3 Write and complete GEM outfit will be 
o& postpaid. After ten days, send us only 

8.80 or return the GEM. You must be sati 
RITE TODAY. 


EQUIPMENT CO. Dept. 3! 9 
* St_Lovis 5, Mo. 


Write to ETERNITY Book Service for 
information concerning prices for quan- 
tity orders of the Scofield Bible for 
your church or Sunday school. 





LILLENAS 


MUSIC HEADQUARTERS 





World’s most complete line of gospe) 
music and hymn books. 
Catalog FREE — Write Today! 


LILLENAS PUB. CO. Dept. G-18, Kansas City 10, Mo. 


TUNED MUSICAL COWBELLS 


Novelty instrument for professionals in Christian 
work. 440 pitch, with range up to 33 tones. Also 
new invention. Chorded Cluster Bells. Beautiful 
combination with cowbells. Pictures available. 


EVANGEL BELLS, Box 122, Michigan City, Ind. 














CHRISTIAN 

5,000 won ees WANTED 
to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, hand- 
some Scripture mottoes. Scripture calendars, 
reeting cards. Good commission. Send for 
| catalog and price list. 

Geo. W. Noble, The Christian Co. 
Dept. E, Pontiac Bldg., 542 S. Dearborn St. 











Chicago 5, Ill. 


CHRIST... A fn 


PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 


LIVERY - - 
WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


J.P REDINGTON &CO. 
FF DEPT. 132, SCRANTON 2, 


° ¢ EARLY 











CAMERAS —TAPE RECORDERS 


give a permanent memory 


Save $$$ on any make or model 


Write, phone, wire your requirements 

- » we ship same day from largest 
stock . . . all inquiries answered 
promptly . . . 


We Ship Anywhere 


MORTONS’ <*.z.nuz ¢° 











Start Your Steps 


at PHILA-BI 


SEND FOR ILLUSTRATED CATALOG B 


To Service 








1800 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 
Dr. WitiiaM A. Mrerop, President 


PHILADELPHIA 
INSTITUTE 


Dr. CLARENCE E. Mason, Jr., Dean 





Recently I also have found Concordia 
Publishing House a concern that you can 
count on, and have experienced much satis- 
faction for myself from their publications. 
I have spent long hours going through 
their catalog. 

Not only does Concordia publish books 
that are helpful for the theological study 
of the minister, but also books, pamphlets, 
and tracts that are valuable to the minister 
in his regular pastoral work. To find works 
suitable to give to people that are evan- 
gelical and sound, yet sane and scholarly, is 
not an easy job. 

Harvey G. SCHLICHTER 
Manchester, Maryland 


VAGUENESS GONE 

I have been vaguely wanting to see a 
copy of ETEerNiTy and now that I have, I, 
not at all vaguely, plan to subscribe next 
fall when we stop traveling around. Mean- 
while, I expect to pick up copies in Bible 
book stores, since we have begun using 
Meditations in Genesis for our quickie 
morning devotions. 

I have been, and will be, praying for all 
of the prayer requests mentioned in the 
Call and Answer column. 

HELEN R. Coates 
Boyertown, Penna. 


LATE NEWS FROM KOREA 

It is certainly good of you to keep re- 
membering us out here. I am more than 
grateful for the opportunity of distributing 
these gifts to the needy here. 

I’ve been transferred from Kojedo (fol- 
lowing the Rightist POW’s) to an area 
that has been terribly hard hit by a draught. 
Our mission has served about eighteen vil- 
lages and discovered 43,000 people starving. 
I’m looking out right now on a barley field 
that is virtually burning up from lack of 
rain. 

The move from Kojedo upset our Bible 
Institute program, naturally, but we're 
gathering up the loose ends and expect 
everything to be back to normal here in 
the POW Camp before long. 


Haro_p VOELKEL 


Korea 








IN THE NEWS! 
Pocket-size, quick Gest 
form, treasury of mill al, 
truth in relation oo dant oe 





consultants, representatives in many 
lands. $1 bill for 10 mo. trial. (Year in 
U.S. $1.20; foreign $1.35.) 

Ask information about the League’s world-wide 
free distribution of vital Bible study material. 
AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC. 
Bex BB, Eagle Rock, Los Angeles 41, Calit. 
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jvst regular, 


generous Moody annuities offer you many advantages besides returns 
that match commercial investments. After signing an annuity 
returns é agreement, you are free from bother and worry; whereas 


_ stocks, bonds, mortgages and other securities require time for 
supervision as well .as knowledge of financial matters. For 44 
with MOODY years, Moody annuity returns have arrived on time and have 
remained the same, regardless of wars, depressions or other 
- economic conditions. You are not bothered with clipping coupons 
‘annuities or making out ownership certificates. Moody annuities are 
“burglar-proof” because they are worthless to anyone except 
the true owner. If they are lost or destroyed, payments continue 

to the real beneficiary without interruption. 
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And, through being a partner with Moody, you have the joy of 
knowing your dollars are used to train missionaries, pastors, 
other Christian workers . . . . and for proclaiming the gospel 
through the printed word, evangelistic meetings, gospel-science 
films and daily gospel broadcasts. | 


For complete information, mail the coupon today for your free 
copy of DOUBLE DIVIDENDS. There's no obligation! 


MOODY Bille Institute 


820 N. LASALLE ST. © CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 








i , 
[_] send me DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, a | 
the story of the Moody annuity plan. Cee tiie Zone........ BID. cssccassereons ' 
{ \ 
’ LJ | am interested in stewardship AT TT ee ! 
I in its relation to wills. Send me the 1 
| folder, “Where There‘s a Will.” Mie dxssAlicud | veto) 2h anal odie © dae! 1 
I | 
L an a an. os, om, “MOODY ANNUITIES ARE SAFE, SOUND, SATISFYING”’— - - —------ 
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STUMBLING BLOCK 


A remarkably interesting book 
has appeared in a translation from 
the French of Francois Mauriac, 
under the title, The Stumbling 
Block (ETERNITY Book Service, 
$2.75). The book is a collection of 
essays on religion by a well-known 
French novelist. Mauriac, a devout 
Catholic bitterly attacks his own 
church in these essays. 

In a mood of ‘‘irritated venera- 
tion’’ and of humiliation he says 
that, if he had his life to live over 
again, he would take as many pains 
as possible to conceal his Christian 
faith. The many aspects of current 
Catholic practice which arouse his 
indignation include the cult of Mary 
(although he accepts the dogma of 
the Assumption since ‘‘the church 
cannot be wrong in a matter of 
faith’’), the snobbery of some of 
the religious orders, the policy of 
the Vatican of exchanging ambassa- 
dors with the world which Christ 
denounced, the ‘‘superannuated ap- 
paratus’’ of guards and palaces, the 
general political activity of the 
Church, the audacity of priests and 
the passivity of their congregations, 
the view that outside the organized 
Church there is no salvation, the 
commercialization of the saints, the 
tours and pilgrimages demanded by 
the ‘‘pious Barnums’’ of the 
Chureh, and a materialism worse 
than that which it is the Church’s 
mission to combat. It is a refreshing 
thing to see such a book but, un- 
fortunately, it will not be read, in 
all probability, by the right people. 





THE EDITOR'S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 


@ July 27-August 1—Church of the Open 
Door, Los Angeles, Cal.; August 10, 17 
(A.M. only), 24, 31—Tenth Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa.; August 11, 18, 
25—New York Bible Class, St. Luke's 
Lutheran Church, New York, N. Y.; August 
12-17—Morning Cheer Bible Conference, 
Sandy Cove, Md. 
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Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
be priests unto God and His Father to Him be glory. and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5, 6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the ministry of 
Eternity, The Bible Study Hour, and The Portable Church to His everlasting glory. 
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Meditation Upon God’s Word 


“But his delight is in the law of the Lord; 
and in His law doth he meditate day and 
night” (Psa. 1:2). 


MEDITATION UPON Gop’s Worp is fast becoming a lost 
art among many Christian people. This holy exercise 
of pondering over the Word, chewing it as an animal 
chews its cud to get its sweetness and nutritive virtue 
into the heart and life, takes time, which ill fits into 
the speed of our modern age. Today most Christians’ 
devotions are too hurried, their lives too rushed. But 
holiness and hurry never did suit well together. 
Prayer and preoccupation have always been strange 
bedfellows. A head knowledge of the Word may per- 
haps be consonant with the scurry of the age, but not 
a deep heart experience of its preciousness. A deep 
knowledge of spiritual things can come only by the 
way of unhurried reflection upon God’s truth and 
by prayer. 

Once again we need to give earnest heed to the old 
hymn: 

Take time to be holy 
Speak oft with thy Lord, 
Abide in Him always 
And feed on His Word. 


The fervor of the ancient psalmist for the Word of 
God needs to grip our hearts today. ‘‘O how I lave 
Thy law, it is my meditation all the day’’ (Psa. 
119 :97). ‘‘How sweet are Thy words unto my taste; 
yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!’’ (Psa. 
119:103). ‘‘The judgments of the Lord are true and 
righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than 
gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than 
honey and the honeyeomb’’ (Psa. 19:9, 10). 

We need to heed the Lord’s injunction to Joshua, 
‘This book of the law shall not depart out of thy 
mouth ; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, 
that thou mayest observe to do according to all that 
is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way 
prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success’’ 
(Josh. 1:8). Like Isaac who ‘‘went out to meditate 
in the field at the eventide’’ (Gen. 24:63), we need to 
cultivate the practice of holy reflection. 

I. MEDITATION UPON GOD’S WORD The blessed man of 

INSURES SPIRITUAL PROSPERITY. p.oim 1 has “his de- 

light in the law of the 
Lord; and in His law doth he meditate day and 
night.’’ And he is said to be ‘‘like a tree planted by 


MERRILL F. UNGER 
DALLAS THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
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You can honor the Bible only by reading it and living it 


“I have more understanding than all my 
teachers; for Thy testimonies are my 
meditation” (Psa. 119:99). 


the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in 
his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatso- 
ever he doeth shall prosper’’ (Psa. 1:2, 3). 

1. Meditation upon God’s Word Keeps Us from a 
Sinful and Harmful I‘fe. ‘‘Blessed is the man that 
walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor 
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat 
of the scornful’’ (Psa. 1:1). The happy man’s 
blessedness is the result of his godliness. His godli- 
ness, which keeps him out of sin and the company of 
sinners and scoffers, is in turn the product of his 
constant meditation and delight in the Word of God. 
As the psalmist says, ‘‘Through Thy precepts I get 
understanding: therefore I hate every false way’’ 
(Psa. 119 :104). 

Our Lord’s statement to the disciples, ‘‘now ye are 
clean through the word which I have spoken unto 
you”’ (John 15:3) emphasizes the purifying power of 
the Word of God and the cleansing stream released 
in the human soul as a result of meditation upon it. 
The apostle Paul’s reference likewise brings into 
focus the matchless purifying energy of the Word. 
‘‘Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself for 
it; that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of the water by the word’’ (Eph. 5:25, 26). 
2. Meditation upon God’s Word Preserves Us for a 
Righteous Useful Life. The godly, happy man is bound 
to be useful, if only to scatter sunshine. Holy, happy 
peop'e exude a glow and a warmth about them which 
has the same result in the: social realm as the warm 
spring sunshine has in the realm of nature. The effect 
upon those who associate with them is like the passing 
of winter’s cold: ‘‘For lo the winter is past; the rain 
is over and gone. The flowers appear on the earth; 
the time of the singing of birds is come and the voice 
of the turtle is heard in our land. The fig tree putteth 
forth her green figs, and the vines with the tender 
grape give a good smell’’ (Song 2:11-13). Happy 
people are eminently useful in helping to thaw out 
unhappy people. They act as a tonic and give a lift to 
their fellowman. 

But the Godly happy man, who meditates in the 
Word of God, is useful in other ways. ‘‘ And he shall 
be like a tree.’’? Few things in nature are lovelier and 
more useful than a tree. Even when naked and 
leafless in the wintry sunshine, it is a thing of charm. 
But when daintily bedecked with frost, or robed in a 








MEDITATION UPON GOD’S WORD 


mantle of snow, or garbed in spring’s first faint haze 
of green, or attired in summer’s leafy loveliness or 
painted with autumn’s crimson and gold, a tree is a 
thing of superlative beauty. So is the child of God, 
who, meditating in the Word of God, allows it to 
cleanse the depths of his soul and produce in him the 
**beauty of holiness’’ (Psa. 110:3). 

A part of the beauty of a tree and inseparable 
from it is its utility. Whether giving protection from 
the pitiless summer sun, or furnishing a choir loft 
and a home for the first spring songsters, or wood to 
build man’s abode, or food for man and beast, the 
beauty of a tree is its utility. This, too, is the real 
beauty of a Christian. A child of God is fairest when 
most useful, and is like his Master, who ‘‘went about 
doing good and healing all that were oppressed of the 
devil’’ (Acts 10:38). 

The Godly happy man, who meditates in the Word 
is useful, moreover, because he possesses a freshness 
and vitality that are a continual spring of inspiration 
to those who come in contact with him. ‘‘ And he shall 
be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, whose 
leaf also shall not wither.’’ Rooted deep in God’s 
truth, the Holy Spirit is in him a ‘‘well of water 
springing up into everlasting life’’ (John 4:14). 
Knowing the Scriptures and meditating on them, out 
of his innermost being ‘‘flow rivers of living water”’ 
(John 7 :38). . 

The world to the Christian is a desert. His pil- 
grimage song is: 

Pm but a stranger here 
Heaven is my home, 


Earth is a desert drear, 
Heaven is my home. 


While often colorful and fascinating like the world, 
the desert is a dangerous place—waterless, treeless, 
cheerless, characterized by weariness and barrenness, 
monotony and. sameness, where death lurks at every 
turn in the scorching, shifting sands. Unsaved and 
ungodly people spiritually are like men lost in the 
desert, exhausted and tortured with thirst, having no 
knowledge of the water of life or of the rest and 
satisfaction afforded by the Gospel of Christ. 

Worldlings are frequently oppressed by the dull- 
ness and ennui of an empty round of activity for self 
and pleasure. Millions, who live only for the things 
of time and sense, can testify to the truth of the words 
of the ancient sage: ‘‘Vanity of vanities, saith the 
Preacher, vanity of vanities all is vanity’’ (Eccl. 1:2). 
The ‘‘ pleasures of sin’’ are only ‘‘for a season’’ (Heb. 
11:25). They soon loose their power to titillate and 
their ability to thrill. That which seemed at first 
sweet becomes bitter as wormwood. That which bid 
fair to be fresh and stimulating soon becomes stale 
and enervating. 


6 Have you the life you are trying to live? 





The happy godly man meditating in the Word of 
God, by contrast, is ever delighted by the joy and the 
challenge of a full life of service for God’s glory and 
man’s blessing. Like a tree planted by the streams of 
water his roots strike deep in the springs of God’s 
power and grace. He finds true pleasures in glorify- 
ing God and serving his fellow man, which do not 
fade away or leave a bad taste in the mouth, but ever 
increase in delight and in supplying true satisfaction. 
His glad testimony is, ‘‘In thy presence is fulness of 
joy, at thy right hand there are pleasures forever- 
more’’ (Psa. 16:11). 

Instead of becoming a victim of boredom like the 
ungodly man, as a life of easy self-indulgence pro- 
duces its inevitable harvest of staleness and disillu- 
sionment, the godly man is not only refreshed himself, 
but like a tree whose roots find the perennial streams 
of water, is able to refresh others. How many of 
God’s children, growing in grace and in knowledge of 
the Lord Jesus through prayer and meditation in the 
Word of God, are like a tree ‘‘whose leaf also shall 
not wither.’’? Under their spreading branches they 
supply shade in the desert where the children of men 
may find rest and refreshment from the burning heat. 

The godly man also reaps another benefit from his 
meditation in the Word of God. ‘‘He bringeth forth 

(Continued on page 47) 








A negro prisoner in Dannemora Prison, N. Y., recently regained his 
freedom through his own determined efforts. 

He had been sentenced 30 years to life as a fourth offender. In prison 
he educated himself, secured a high school diploma, and then 
began to study law. He became convinced that his three convictions 
in Pennsylvania would not have been counted as three convictions 
under New York law. He secured a writ of habeas corpus for him- 
self, and had one of his Pennsylvania cases erased. He then secured 
a@ new trial in New York and had himself sentenced to a term less 
than that which he had already served, and walked out a free man 
at forty years of age. 

We can admire his p ance, but must point out that in the 
courts of God there is no erasing of sentences unless the prisoner 
will admit that the complete sentence has been served by the 
Saviour. That is the only grounds upon which there can be the 
deliverance of a captive. But whom the Son sets free, He shall be 
free indeed (John 8:36). 
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Current Events in the light of the Bible 


THE SUPREME COURT 


The Lord sometimes answers in such a way that 
we are not aware that He is answering until we can 
look back and see events in retrospect. I believe that 
the Lord has answered many prayers through recent 
decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States: 

We have been told in the Word of God that we 
should pray for those in authority. Paul wrote to 
Timothy concerning the work of establishing churches 
in the midst of the pagan world. Over them was the 
constant shadow of the empire of Rome, with its 
worship of the ancient gods and the deification of 
governmental power in the reigning Caesar. He con- 
cludes his introduction with the ascription: ‘‘Now 
unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only 
wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. 
Amen’”’ (1 Tim. 1:17). Following this there is the 
call to prayer for earthly monarchs. Certainly it is 
to this truth of the overlordship of our God that he 
ties the call to prayer for those who govern us. ‘‘I 
exhort therefore . . .’’ Because we who believe do have 
an invisible, immortal, eternal King, we must pray 
for the visible, mortal, ephemeral rulers who direct 
the lives of men for a brief moment. ‘‘I exhort there- 
fore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, inter- 
cessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men.’’ 
I am forced to believe that ‘‘all men’’ here does not 
mean all members of the human race, but, as is so 
often the case in the New Testament, that it refers 
to all the special company who are in the body of 
Christ. (For similar references where ‘‘all,’’ ‘‘every,’’ 
and ‘‘any’’ undoubtedly refer only to believers, see 
1 Cor. 3:12-15; 1 John 5:16; 2 Pet. 3:9 read with 
John 17:9; ete.). 

Following this call to prayer for all believers there 
is the further call to pray: ‘‘for kings, and for all 
that are in authority; that we (the believers) may 
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 
honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight 
of God our Saviour’’ (1 Tim. 2:2, 3). 

It is in the light of such a command that I have 
always prayed publicly in the main prayer at our 
Sunday morning church service, for those who are in 
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authority. Though I can always remember afterward 
what I have said in preaching, I discover that some- 
times I cannot remember at all the words that I have 
spoken in prayer. I have been told that I once prayed 
that the Lord would bless ‘‘the poor little man in the 
White House.’’ It is probable that I did. I know 
that I always seek to be honest with the Lord when 
I pray, for I am not talking to my audience but to 
the Lord in such moments. 

I would judge that the general trend of my Sunday 
morning prayer would include the following. ‘‘Lord, 
Thou hast taught us to pray for those in authority. 
We bring before Thee, therefore, the needs of our 
land. We do not ask that Thou shouldst give us that 
which we deserve, for then this land would be de- 
stroyed from before Thy face. But since Thou art 
the God who didst promise Abraham to spare even 
Sodom if ten righteous could be found there, spare, 
we pray Thee, our land because Thou hast many 
thousands who ery unto Thee for blessing. Wilt Thou, 
therefore, bless the President of the United States, 
and all his counsellors, civil and military. Bless, we 
pray Thee, the Congress and the Judiciary, that we 
may have right laws and true justice. Bless our State 
and Municipal governments that they may be free 
from graft and corruption. And in all this we ask 
Thy blessing not because of any merit in ourselves, 
but because it is to Thine honor and glory that there 
should be a peace and a prosperity which shall enable 
us to live the quiet and godly life which is good and 
acceptable in Thy sight, and to be free to take the 
Gospel to those who are in such need of it ...’’ 

Thousands of ministers and hundreds of thousands , 
of Christians pray similar prayers every week. We 
have some reason to believe that the Lord has been 
answering those prayers, and doing some things for 
our nation for which we must be deeply grateful to 
Him. And one of the outstanding blessings which our 
nation has received in recent years is through actions 
of the Supreme Court of the United States in recent 
weeks. Within a period of eight days the Court 
handed down two decisions of such importance to our 
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the birth of the child and its 
reception in the Italian village. 

A print of the film was 
brought to New York and ex- 
hibited in one of the little 
theaters on the upper East side 
which eater to foreign films. If 
the Catholic Church had not 
intervened, the film would have 
run for a few weeks, would have 
been seen by a few thousand 
people at the most, and would 
have died a natural death. But 
the Roman Church, feeling its 
growing political strength, and 
following its recent arbitrary 
and high-handed procedures, 
brought pressure to bear on the 
New York State Board of Re- 


THE UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT BUILDING gents, who possess licensing 


liberties that their effect may be upon us for years 
and years to come. 

Monday is ‘‘the valley of decision’’ for our highest 
tribunal. It is on that day each week during court 
term that, in solemn dignity, the nine Justices 
present themselves before the nation and read the 
decisions at which they have arrived in their study 
of the cases which have been presented to them from 
the lower courts. On the last Monday in May and the 
first Monday in June, of this year 1952, the Supreme 
Court of the United States distinguished itself by 
giving sound legal whippings to the bigoted forces 
of the Roman Catholic Church and the grasping forces 
of the Democratic political machine which had shown 
itself ready to sacrifice all the liberties of the Ameri- 
ean people in order to retain its power in this election 
year. Cardinal Spellman and President Truman were 
the two immediate victims, but through them the nine 
guardians of American liberty struck valiant blows 
for the continuation of our American system of 
liberties. 

The first decision arose out of a case of censorship 
in the State of New York. Four or five years ago an 
Italian company, directed by Rossellini who gained 
notoriety by fathering Ingrid Bergman’s child, pro- 
duced a moving picture called The Miracle. The plot 
was one which Italians could readily follow and 
which some Americans would not understand because 
they could not easily comprehend the degradation 
and superstition of rural areas in the Italian penin- 
sula. The film set forth the simple epic of an Italian 
peasant girl, dominated by the Roman Catholic 
Church, who lived in such an obsession of superstition 
that she allowed herself to be seduced by a stranger 
who told her that he was an angel or a saint in dis- 
guise and that she was to have a child in Immaculate 
Conception. The drama unfolded out of that plot and 


8 Are you willing to be made willing to obey? 


powers, and the film was ban- 

ned. The company secured an 

injunction against the Regents, 

who in. turn went to the New 
York Supreme Court where the injunction was 
vacated. The New York court took its position -on the 
ground that the film was ‘‘sacrilegious.’’ It cited, in 
defense of its decision, a decision of the U. S. Supreme 
Court, handed down in 1915, in the infancy of the 
cinema industry, which declared that movies ‘‘are 
a business pure and simple,’’ and, therefore, not 
entitled to constitutional guarantees of free ex- 
pression. 

Now, in 1952, the Supreme Court of the United 
States has reversed both its own decision of 1915 and 
the New York court’s decision of 1951. A generation 
has passed in the motion picture industry, and films 
have moved from the place of a business, pure and 
simple, to a part of American life, and a vehicle of 
expression of ideas that has taken a place of im- 
portance, probably superior to magazines and news- 
papers. Moving pictures, today, exercise an influence 
on American life to be compared only with that of 
radio and television. 

But the growing arrogance of the Roman Catholic 
Chureh has been brought face to face with a new 
kind of opposition. During the first third of this 
century almost the only opposition to Rome was that 
of the far-seeing Christians who realized the peril to 
our country inherent in the doctrines of the Vatican. 
But during the last decade there has risen a sharp 
opposition on the part of secular minds, often totally 
irreligious. Blanshard, who certainly cannot be 
adopted by Bible-believing Christians, has struck 
secular blows which have been felt throughout the 
secular press. Men in high places, men without reli- 
gious motives, have seen the danger of Roman 
encroachment and the decision of the Supreme Court 
is but one more indication of the stiffening resistance 
of the nation to the domineering peril that is a 

(Continued on page 45) 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS 


CHAPTER II 





MOTIVES MATTER 

VERSES 1-4 
If then there is any appeal in Christ, 
and comfort in love, if there is any 
fellowship in the Spirit, if pity 
means anything, and compassion, 
fulfill my joy by a common aim, a 
mutual love, one in soul, one goal 
before your minds. Do nothing in a 
spirit of faction or self-glory, but 
everything in a spirit of humility, 
each estimating his fellow higher 
than himself. Let us not have each 
person or party pursuing private 
ends, but rather the advantage of 
others. 

The passage is both a continua- 
tion and an introduction. It carries 
en the theme of the first chapter 
with its passionate appeal. It leads 
to the great description of the in- 
carnation. It is a passage of tumbled 
grammar in Paul’s vehement man- 
ner, vigorous and overloaded with 
meaning. Paul is still preoccupied 
with those factions in his beloved 
chureh which have disturbed him all 
through Chapter One. He is still 
delicately postponing a direct refer- 
ence. He has spoken already of those 
who would, in Rome, ‘‘add affliction 
to his bonds.’’ He now appeals in 
the most sacred name to his friends, 
who, all unconsciously, were doing 
the same thing. If only he could 
make them see that all differences 
disappear where a community has 
one aim and one alone, that factions 
fuse where all men love, truly love, 
their fellows! It is pride that breeds 
self-seeking, pride that makes man 
and party self-assertive. Let them 
therefore be humble, and prefer 
each the other’s advantage. So 
would they live in unity and the 
‘fellowship of the Spirit.’’ The 
Holy Spirit in Paul’s doctrine was 
the unifying principle. His presence 
bred sanity, singleness of purpose, 
and community of love and aim. So 


Aveust 1952 


we test its presence in church and 
home. The word translated ‘‘each’’ 
in verse 4 is singular in some manu- 
scripts, plural in others. The trans- 
lation compromises by _ ineluding 
koth. Hence the words ‘‘each per- 
son or party.’’ 


DESCENT TO THE CROSS 

VERSES 5-11 
Have this mind in you, the mind 
which was in Messiah Jesus, who, 
though He was aforetime im the 
likeness of God, did not consider 
equality with God a thing to be 
usurped, but emptied himself, and 
took on the likeness of a slave. And, 
in human shape, he humbled him- 
self, becoming obedient unto death, 
the death of the cross. Wherefore 
God has greatly exalted Him, and 
has granted Him as a gift the name 
that is above every name. So that, 
in the name of Jesus, every knee 
should bend in all imaginable 
realms, and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
that God may be glorified. 

This beautiful passage should 
first be set in its context. Paul has 
appealed to the people at Philippi 
for humility and singleness of pur- 
pose, ‘‘oneness of mind’’ as it 
might be literally translated, this 
‘‘mind,’’ the mind of Christ. So 
verse 6 echoes verse 2. They have, 
says Paul, a tremendous example. 
Christ, pre-existing as God, came to 
earth in the form of man. He was 
tempted, and might, had He con- 
sidered His own comfort, or His 
own glory, have laid hold on those 
privileges which He had within His 
right. The stones might have be- 
come bread for Him. From the 
temple top He might have made a 
spectacular debut. He did none of 
these things. He sought only the 
Father’s will, and, to humble such 
as those at Philippi, step by step 


Turn your back on sin and face God 


He trod the path of that same self- 
effacement—to the very cross. Henee 
His exaltation. There is no glory 
save that which comes of God. Let 
the Church remember this, and see 
the folly of Christless self-seeking. 
This seems to be the general theme 
of the passage. Verse 6 is the most 
difficult sentence in the paragraph. 
Its literal translation seems to be, 
“‘He did not think being equal to 
God a thing to be snatched.’’ The 
temptation, indeed the manner in 
which the Lord consistently used 
miracles, supports the rendering 
suggested above. His Deity was not 
a@ weapon at which He snatched be- 
fore each human difficulty. He trod 
the hard roads, and sat wearily by 
the well. He called no legion of 
angels when injustice did its worst. 
His ‘‘self-emptying’’ was to be no 
pretense, but reality, even though a 
cross stood at the end of such a 
road. The town of Philippi had the 
Roman citizenship, it must be re- 
membered. No Philippian could be 
crucified on any charge. The Lord, 
says Paul in effect, stooped lower in 
humility. and self-abnegation than 
any Roman could ever be asked to 
go, whatever his wickedness or 
crime. Before such love what place 
could there be for self-esteem, for 
selfish pursuit of sectional interests, 
for anything short of wonder, grati- 
tude, and praise? . 
‘‘Tf Christ, therefore has any ap- 
peal, or love its word of comfort 
. .’ So verse 11 concludes, and 
crowns the appeal of verse 1. We 
have translated a trifle differently, 
with an Old Testament Scripture in 
mind. The word translated ‘‘com- 
fort’’ in the first rendering means 
literally ‘‘a voice beside.’’ Elijah 
heard it in the cave on the moun- 
tain. God was not in the raging fire, 
nor in the rumble of the swaying 
earthquake, nor in the roar of the 
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hurricane. They passed, and ‘“‘a 
voice of stillness’? came. So we 
should translate instead of ‘‘a still, 
small voice.’’ The quietness, which 
followed the din and the convulsion, 
spoke like a voice beside the tor- 
tured prophet. Grant God His time 
of stillness, the quiet hour free from 
the noise of life. It is then we hear 
a voice beside us. It speaks of love, 
ef unity, of Christ, ‘‘who being in 
the form of God . . . became obedi- 
ent unto death.” 


“WITH FEAR AND TREMBLING” 

VERSES 12-14 
So, my beloved, as you have already 
given obedience, not only when I 
was with you, but now much more 
when I am absent, carry your salva- 
tion into effect with fear and self- 
distrust. It is God who works in us, 
both to make us desire, and to make 
us do his good pleasure. 


These three verses are most 
difficult to translate without con- 
siderable expansion. They are very 
packed with meaning, and raise two 
important questions. The first, that 
of faith and works, is more acute in 
the language of the Authorized Ver- 
sion than it has a right to be. No 
question of the Christian’s final 
standing before God is involved. 
Paul merely exhorts his audience to 
treat the Holy Guest (‘“‘it is God 
who worketh in us’’) with due and 
proper reverence. We must express 
our salvation in Christian living. 
We must express it with ‘‘fear.’’ 
A glance at the sad list of ‘‘cast- 
aways’’ in Scripture will give 
abundant reason. Esau, splendid 
physically, spiritually dead; Eli, 
aged, gentle—and pathetically weak ; 
Judas, the arch-traitor; Demas, who 
forsook Paul—all these once ‘‘ran 
well.’’ Self-confidence has no place. 
We should walk softly, and in 
Godly fear. There ‘‘but for the 
grace of God’’ goes any one of us. 

The second problem is the insol- 
uble one of God’s part and man’s in 
salvation. God works in us, says 
verse 14, both ‘‘to will’’ and ‘‘to 
do.’’ The first resolution and subse- 
quent progress, the verse suggests, 
are begotten of the indwelling Spirit 
of God. This is one aspect of the 
**mystery.’’? God and man walk to- 
gether, but all efforts to divide the 
partnership into spheres of activity 


10 Tell your troubles to God; your joys to others 


have failed. Let the fact of God’s 
‘‘energizing’’ (so says the Greek 
literally) encourage our weakness, 
and strengthen our feeble wills. Let 
the call of verse 13 rouse us to 
effort, and the full, glad expenditure 
of strength upon the task that lies 
before us. 


LIGHTS OF THE WORLD 
VERSES 15-16 
Do everything without murmurings 
and disputes that you may prove 
without reproach and sincere, God’s 
blameless children in the midst of 
a twisted and perverted generation, 
amongst whom you shine like lu- 
minaries in the world, holding fast 
the word of life that I may boast on 
the Day of Christ that I did not 
run vainly and toil in vain. 
‘*Prove’’ is literally ‘‘become.”’ 
Often, where the Authorized Ver- 
sion translates a command by the 
imperative of the verb ‘‘to be’’ 
(e.g. Eph. 4:32; 5:1) Paul uses the 
imperative ‘‘become.’’ There is a 
considerable difference. The former 
suggests a state, the latter a process. 
Philosophically a world lies between 
them. It is comforting to think that 
some of the high commands of 
Scripture are couched in the verb 
which takes thought of weakness. 
We cannot ‘‘be’’ blameless. We can 
set the ideal before us and, slowly 
and haltingly, ‘“become’’ blameless. 
Paul’s strictures on his ‘‘genera- 
tion’’ recall Romans 1. We are 
‘‘luminaries’’ only in so far as we 
‘*hold fast the word of life.”’ 


A LIFE OUTPOURED | 

VERSES 17-18 
But if I am being shed like a drink- 
offering upon the sacrifice and serv- 
ice of your faith, I rejoice, and join 
in your rejoicing. Do you likewise 
for me. 

The verses are a figure from the 
imagery of Num. 28:7 or the pagan 
libation. Jew or Greek would under- 
stand equally that Paul was speak- 
ing of the red wine of his life-blood, 
poured out like an offering and a 
sacrifice to God. He mingles beauti- 
fully with the figure the thought 
of the sacrificial giving of the be- 
loved church. They placed their gifts 
upon the altar of his need. On them 
perhaps Rome will shed his blood, 
in a libation which crowns their 
sacrifice and service. 


PAUL’S FRIEND 
VERSES 19-24 


I hope in the Lord Jesus to send 
Timothy to you soon, that I, too, 
may be cheered with news of you. 
For I have no one with a spirit like 
his, who genuinely takes thought 
for what concerns you. They all 
seek their own, and not the things 
of Christ. You know his tested char- 
acter, that, as a son of his father, 
he served me for the gospel’s sake. 
Him, then, I hope to send, as soon 
as I know just where I stand. I am 
confident in the Lord that I myself 
shall come soon. 


What is the meaning of this 
vehement outburst against the 
Roman Christians which mingles 
with the commendation of Timothy ? 
It seems likely that no one at Rome 
was willing to undertake the three 
weeks’ journey to Philippi. Paul, 
utterly surrendered himself, was 
prone to vehemence against lesser 
spirits. His stern treatment of Mark 
was an indication of this intolerance 
of what he deemed weakness and 
selfishness. Imprisonment is trying 
in the heart of a Roman summer, 
and Paul’s outburst of feeling can 
be ascribed to the strain he was 
under. A man of vigor, forced to 
depend on others, and finding those 
others half-hearted by his standards, 
and unable to grasp the urgency of 
his needs, might very naturally ex- 
press himself with emphasis. The 
Roman church need not therefore be 
judged too harshly. Paul, likewise, 
merits no mark of condemnation. He 
is the more human for his words. 
After verse 18 it is curious to see 
his renewed confidence. Was the 
letter broken off at that verse, and 
resumed at verse 19 after some en- 
couragement ? 


PAUL’S FELLOW-SOLDIER 
VERSES 25-30 
I consider it necessary to send to 
you our brother Epaphroditus, my 
Jellow worker and fellow soldier, 
your delegate, and minister of my 
need. He longed for all of you, and 
was in great distress because you 
had heard that he was ill. He was 
indeed ill. He almost died. But God 
had pity on him, and not only on 
him but on me that I might be saved 
from one grief on top of another. 
(Continued on page 41) 
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The Lord hath prepared His throne in the Heavens; and 


His kingdom ruleth over all. 


ONE-ARMED EVANGELIST 

Reuben Torrey, Jr., son of the late 
famed evangelist, has spent most 
of his life in China as a missionary. 
Shortly before being forced out of 
China, he was in an accident that 
caused him to have his right arm 
amputated. He is now being sent 
to Korea to do mission work among 
the Chinese in the prison camps, 
many of whom have had amputa- 
tions. What a wonderful thing for 
a man to do for the Lord. Surely 
a man who has lost his own arm can 
go among men who have lost limbs 
and they looking upon him would 
comprehend that he understands 
much that is going through their 
minds. ‘ 

I recently heard Mr. Torrey tell 
of a scene he had witnessed in a 
factory building in South Korea 
that had been turned over to refu- 
gees. Four hundred mats were 
spread on the floor, each mat ap- 
proximately six feet square. Each 
mat was the ‘‘home’’ of a family. 
He told us of seeing one woman with 
four children occupying such a mat, 
36 square feet, five human beings— 
‘‘home’’! 


TV SOUND TRACK 

In a recent issue of Life there 
was an amazing expose of the 
banality of many TV programs. 
Evidently the editors of Life had 
taken down the sound-track of the 
program on a tape recorder. They 
published the entire thirty minutes 
of The Author Meets the Critics. 
The text was headlined, ‘‘TV Panel 
Makes More Noise Than Sense,’’ 
while above a picture of the four 
participants there was the line, 
typical of much of the dialogue: 
‘‘Let’s, let’s, let’s . . . Just one 
moment ... Lest we forget ... 
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PSALM 103:19 


Certainly, certainly .. . No, no, no, 
no!’’ If a blind man had been in 
the room during the reception of 
the telecast, the whole thing would 
have been a chaotic babel of voices, 
clamant with self-interest and seek- 
ing to shout down the opposition. Of 
intellectual content in the half-hour 
there was none. The chairman of 
the panel was Faye Emerson, who 
managed to look sexy and helpless; 
the author was Senator Joseph 
McCarthy and the critics were Leo 
Cherne and Ralph de Toledano. 
Life’s whole article was, without 
saying so, a tremendous argument 
for keeping TV shut off. 


A CURTAIN LIFTED 

Every once in a while the world 
lifts the edge of a curtain and lets 
the outsider look inside the mind 
of some of its ‘‘great.’’ Upon the 
death of the novelist, Norman 
Douglas, a columnist (Bennett 
Cerf) recounted the story of a 
visit with Douglas to the home of 
another novelist, D. H. Lawrence. 

Douglas and Frieda Lawrence 
returned from a walk in the gar- 
den. Cerf reports: ‘‘The moment 
they entered the room the gurgles 
of joy and the delighted reminis- 
cing began all over again.’’ (They 
had been privately cursing each 
other to Cerf.) ‘‘Those reminis- 
cences! They embraced people and 
places all over Europe, and in 
concentrated malice and pettiness 
sounded, for all the world, like 
three old gossips cackling together 


on the verandah of a summer 


hotel . . . I can still recall every 
detail of that slovenly room in 
which we sat. I particularly re- 
member an almost empty milk 
bottle lying on its side in the mid- 
dle of the stone floor, ignored by 






everybody—and a tray of half- 
eaten food gathering flies on a 
corner table. Bear in mind that this 
was the home of an invalid in the 
last throes of tuberculosis! And I 
remember, too, my sense of shock 
at the calibre of conversation be- 
tween two of the greatest and most 
famous authors of their time . . .’’ 

This is the picture of the source 
of much of the world’s literature. 
And school boards in many places 
will insist that young people read 
the writings of such men as these— 
but the Bible must be omitted 
because it is sectarian! 


FRANK ANNOUNCEMENT 

The official organ of the Home 
Missions of the Roman Catholic 
Church in the United States is a 
well-printed magazine the size of 
Collier’s, which is issued monthly 
under the name Extension. The May 
issue contains a feature entitled 
‘‘From the Hollywood Sets,’’ from 
which the following is taken. ‘‘ Three 
important new movies soon due to 
start the rounds may either set going 
another cycle of Catholic screen 
plays such as we got a few years 
back, or permanently warn off Hol- 
lywood producers from religious 
fiction themes especially as applied 
to the contemporary scene. You 
may help to decide. If those films 
are commercially successful, we may 
look for more like them. 

‘“Tt will take the enthusiastic sup- 
port of all Catholics, however, to 
offset the opposition which the 
Blanshard boys, on every level, will 
arrange. For these new films pull 
no punches. One is My Son John, 
Leo McCarey’s hard-hitting expose 
of Red influences on America’s 
secular campuses, told through a 

(Continued on page 40) 
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BUT THOU, 
OQ MAN 
OF GOD 


{ TIMOTHY 6:11 


SN SN NY a 


By ANDREW MacBEATH 
Toronto Bible College 


Timothy needed encouragement. Even successful 
people do, as their biographies reveal. But in the case 
of those whose temperament is self-distrustful and 
timid, God’s encouragement is wonderfully generous. 
Our Father takes special pains to brace and fortify 
His diffident or handicapped children. Think how 
patient He was with Moses and with Jeremiah! Recall 
how Gideon, that modest man, was accosted by the 
Angel of the Lord and then addressed with a most re- 
sounding title—‘‘Thou mighty man of valour.’’ It is 
on the same pattern of divine lavishness that Paul 
uses to a young pastor this impressive phrase which 
puts him on a par with the most outstanding Old 
Testament saints—no less than Moses and Elijah! 
**But thou, O man of God.’’ Yet Timothy was neither 
bold like Elijah nor bearded and majestic like Moses. 
The epithet is surely an example of pure grace. By 
faith Paul saw the things which would be as though 
they were already displayed to his view. 

But if Timothy needed encouragement, the world 
needs men of God. And perhaps it is this second great 
lack that the Spirit of God desires to emphasize from 
the words in Paul’s epistle. 


12 It is possible to have full hands and an empty heart 


Young men are leaving our seminaries in great 
numbers, and young ministers are grappling with the 
problems of their first charges. Many and varied 
ambitions have stirred in their breasts and intoxicated 
their minds. Dreams of winning the glowing youth 
of our time for Christ, dreams of turning the heart 
of our people back again in a movement that will 
sweep like a tidal wave—-dreams of impassioned 
preaching, and dreams of spiritual clinics which shall 
be like sunlit Galilee, where all the sick are healed— 
how radiant are the dreams! 

rod bless the visionary youth just out of gradu- 
ating class. God who made them mighty, make them 
mightier yet! And the secret lies before us in Paul’s 
words: But thou, O man of God. 

In lands of the Far East, the prestige of the 
Western world is at a low ebb, so the missionaries 
who go in Christ’s name must divest themselves of 
all pride, whether racial or cultural or personal. They 
had better not go than go in a spirit of superiority 
that desires to show the ignorant or backward people 
how to hustle or to do things better. No, the one 
qualification every candidate must covet with a view 
to service on the mission field today, is to be a man 
or a woman of God. Unless that be our aim, God can 
do nothing through us. 

Scholars and linguists, preachers and organizers, 
doctors and specialists and nurses, radio technicians 
and air pilots—these and many other subsidiary gifts 
and aptitudes a boy or girl may have, but what is 
indispensable is this: each one must be a man of God. 

The man of God is distinctive. He is different from 
other men. Paul brings this out by his use of that 
first word. ‘‘ But thou, O man of God,’’ he says. Turn- 
ing his back on the ways of the world, Timothy is 
to be God’s man. 

Elijah furnishes the best illustration of what Paul 
means. On a drowsy afternoon while the palace 
guards stood in their places, there flashed across the 
threshold of Ahab’s court a gaunt and hairy man. 
Before anyone was aware of what was taking place, 
the unheralded prophet had presented himself be- 
fore the king’s astonished eyes. Notice exactly what 
he said. ‘‘As the Lord God of Israel liveth, before 
whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these 
years, but according to my word.”’ 

The message was given and the messenger was gone. 
Stirring on his throne, making perhaps a gesture to 
the startled guards as though to ask why they had 
not detained him before his departure, the king 
looked after the vanished prophet. What were the 
strange words he had uttered? ‘‘The Lord God of 
Israel before whom I stand .. .’’ But as helpless Ahab 
might have said, ‘‘the man was standing before me! 
Had God displaced me from His field of vision? or 
did he conceivably see me as a mere wraith, an in- 
substantial mist?’’ Whether Ahab, awakened from 
stupor, put it to himself like that or not, we cannot 


ETERNITY 





at 
he 


2d 
th 
rt 
i 
dd 
ll 


m 





tell. Someone has said:that Elijah bore himself in 
Ahab’s presence as though he could have put his hand 
through Ahab just as we put our hand through wisps 
of fog. 

Absolutely fearless because God loomed in his 
view, majestic and dominating, Elijah could not be 
stopped by a puppet sitting on a gilded throne. His 
boldness was quite un-self-conscious. God was so 
overmastering that the fear of man ceased to be a 
snare. Straight to the goal that God wills goes the 
man of God, and he is irresistible. His destiny makes 
him distinctive. He ean do no other. 


The man of God must be diligent and disciplined. 
In this year of the Olympic Games, it is appropriate 
to stress the necessity of the strenuous note in Chris- 
tian living today. Many young converts receive the 
impression that nowadays the Christian life is a 
matter of fun and frolic: There is a fashion growing 
up, even under the name of evangelism, which makes 
a dead set against the man of God. Its technique is 
slick. It has all the polish and perfection of the 
theatrical arts. It exploits personality and makes 
large use of applied psychology. But it does not have 
place for the man of God. 


‘*Be thou an-example of the believers,’’ writes Paul 
to Timothy. You are not to think of yourself and 
your functions, but of the flock and its feeding. Your 
aim is to be a faithful and loving and selfless pastor. 
This means that you must be a diligent and con- 
scientious intercessor. There is no more urgent call 
in the Church of our time than the call for men who 
have maintained a hidden life with God. Successful 
evangelists and eloquent preachers and dynamic mis- 
sioners have their names placarded before us any 
week in the year, and there are organizers and pro- 
moters with drive and energy, yet the Church lan- 
guishes through lack of men of God. 


Think of the children in the homes of our country. 
What is the impression that they carry away with 
them? Will their hearts be riveted to the Gospel by a 
minister’s eloquence or dignity or drive? No, but they 
will know for all time whether in tender years they 
made contact with a minister who carried in the folds 
of his raiment the fragrance of Christ’s presence. 
The thing that will cast a strange spell over their 
hearts will be the fact that you ‘‘dwelt with the King 
for His work.’’ 

The mark of Elijah’s prayer life was its intensity. 
He was a hurricane of a man, says Alexander Whyte, 
and the thing sing'ed out about him was that ‘‘he 
prayed in his prayer.’’ Nothing dawdling, or half- 
hearted, nothing of slippered ease and comfortable 
easualness would do for him. 

If America needs any kind of man today, it needs 
a David Brainerd, wet with perspiration, as he comes 
from prayer in the woods. In sport and; in the amuse- 
ment. industry, men come to the top only because they 
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submit to exacting discipline. Is there. any cushioned — 
comfort in which we can learn to be men of God? We 
can only be men of God when we are conformed to 
the Son of God, and His was the face stedfastly 
set to go to Jerusalem. His was the will utterly 
yielded to the doing of His Father’s will. Self and 
all its day-dreams will vanish like smoke, -but the 
clear flame of devotion to Christ will burn bright— 
and without knowing all that has happened, our 
young Timothy of a pastor, just by loving the Shep- 
herd and identifying himself with his flock, is read 
by all men as being a man who has been crucified with 
Christ. It is no longer he who lives, but Christ liveth 
in him. By a hundred secret submissions to the over- 
riding will of God he has been purified as gold is 
refined, and men see emerge the disciplined saint— 
the man of God. 


The man of God is one thing more: he can dis- 
c:iminate. He is not the benevolent and undiscerning 
dupe of crafty men. Nor is he an innocent babe with- 
out the energy to make up his mind. He has con- 
fronted certain alternatives and has decisively re- 
jected some courses of action. If he does not pursue 
certain lines of conduct, it is not because he has not 
thought of them, but because he has recoiled from 
them. 

That emphatic ‘‘but’’ in Paul’s sentence links back 
with several warnings which occur through the 
epistle. There is a sad catalogue of defections from 
the high way of living, and these are the groups that 
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In Carlisle Castle there are 
slits in the wall that served as 
windows in the old days, with 
an iron bar stretched from top 
to bottom. In the sill you can 
see and feel grooves that have 
been worn in the stone by the 
fingers of those who were 
prisoners in the castle, when 
the Border was a place’ of 
feud and skirmish. The pris- 
oners looked out toward Scot- 
land: they could see the hills, 
and so longed to get back to 
their own home that they lit- 
erally pulled at the stone with 
their fingers that they might 
in their own spirits feel they 
were escaping from the prison 
and were away to Scotland. 

| wonder if Christ in your 
heart is straining to get out in 
love and mercy to those 
around you. Perhaps He can- 
not get out to live His life 
through you. Christ liveth in 
me to indwell and to possess 
to the full, in order to shine 
out, to live out, to flow out. 
That is the normal experience 
of the Christian when he is 
right with God. 


God sometimes takes away our earthly props that we may rest more firmly upon Him 13 








EDITORIALS 


SENSE OF HUMOR 


We often hear of a ‘‘saving’’ 
sense of humor. I recently had oc- 
casion to hear this phrase from men 
who are powerful in the Lord, and 
who have often been ‘‘saved’’ by 
this sense of humor which the Lord 
gave them. I was spending some 
days in the south of France, and 
had the joy of driving down to the 
Riviera for a day of relaxation with 
the professors of the French Protest- 
ant Theological Seminary. We drove 
down in two ears, shifting around so 
that I could get better acquainted 
with all of them, and there was 
something to laugh about all the 
way. 

At dinner, on a terrace hanging 
over the edge of the blue sea, with 
beautiful views of the flowery coast 
with its spread of innumerable 
villas, we ate well and laughed even 
better. I had more even confidence 
in these men after that day than I 
had had before, though all the pre- 
vious days had been spent in prayer 
and in conference and in meetings. 
It. was the final touch of humor that 
finished binding things together. I 
have laughed with some men in 
whom I have had no confidence be- 
cause they did not know how to pray 
or understand the Word. I have 
prayed with other men who seemed 
to be bereft of humor, and I was 
always afraid that there might be 
the news, any day, that they had 
gone to a sanatorium to rest from 
a nervous breakdown. 

At the dinner on the shore of the 
Mediterranean, one of the men said 
that the Lord must have a sense of 
humor or he would not have created 
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monkeys and some people whom we 
saw on the beach. Being Biblical we 
are forced to admit that our sense of 
humor comes to us from God Him- 
self, or that it is a part of our fallen, 
Adamic nature. We know, of course, 
that Satan has taken every good 
thing and distorted it, and we know 
that there is a distorted and Satanic 
humor, and a carnal, Adamic hu- 
mor. But we can know that there is 
a good, and wonderful humor that 
blows through the mind like a clean 
wind, and is as relaxing and refresh- 
ing to the heart as a warm bath is 
to the body. Let us thank God, then, 
for having redeemed humor when 
the Lord died for us, and for having 
restored the balance of common 
sense, and for having given us pure 
laughter. 


CHRISTIAN PRETENSE 


The Lord waged more severe war 
against hypocrisy than against any 
other sin that is mentioned by name 
in the Gospels. Therefore, the title 
of this Editorial is indeed a contra- 
diction. If it is Christian, it. is not 
pretense ; and if it is pretense, it is 
not Christian. 

I lifted the phrase from a letter 
1 received recently. The writer had 
been converted only about four 
years and was making progress in 
the Christian life in spite of all that 
was found along the road among 
Christians. With no small gift of 
spiritual discernment it had been 
speedily recognized that all that 
glitters is not gold, and all that talks 
Christian is not necessarily very 
Christian. The sentence was: ‘‘I 
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learned that there was much Chris- 
tian pretense, and that there were 
some awful souls talking in Chris- 
tian speech.”’ 

My mind left the letter at that 
point and drifted along the path 
that was indicated by the thought. 
1 realized that Christian pretense 
was a contradiction and a hypocrisy. 
Whether or not a person who is a 
hypocrite is saved is a question we 
ean safely leave with the Lord; we 
are not to judge. We might not draw 
the lines between truth and pretense 
at the same point the Lord does. It 
is always well to remember that man 
looks upon the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looketh upon the heart 
(1 Sam. 16:7). 

Yes, it is good to remember that 
in two ways: when we look at others 
and when we remember that others 
are looking at us. When we remem- 
ber that we are seeing only the 
appearance it should make us slow 
to judge, and quick to remember 
that perhaps the Lord is seeing 
faith and penitence that we do not 
see. And when we remember that 
others are seeing our outward ap- 
pearance it should make us quick 
to desire that it should set forth a 
good recommendation for our Lord. 


YOUR SOUL IS SHOWING 


Girls are accustomed to being told 
that their slip is showing, if such be 
the case. One who is told too often 
may be considered careless, and a 
dowdy dresser. In Spain, of course, 
the girl who knowingly allows her 
slip to show is inviting conversation 
from strange men, and the Spanish 
way of telling a girl that her slip is 
showing is to tell her that she is 
looking for un novio—a sweetheart. 

Worse than letting a slip show is 
letting one’s soul show. In the pre- 
vious Editorial I quoted from a 
letter which said, ‘‘There are some 
awful souls talking in Christian 
speech.’” Awful souls? I began to 
think about it. I knew what was 
meant, of course, but there was 
something here that needed clarifi- 
cation. 

All souls are bad in the sight of 
God. Even when men of the world 
speak of some of the great and 
charitable as being ‘‘great-souled,’’ 
they are not talking according to 
the Word of God. They may fulfill 
certain human standards, and the 
vestigial remnants of the divine 
image that are in all men might 
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’ be more dominant mm such men, Ac- 


cording to divine revelation all the 
thoughts of man’s heart are vanity. 
It. is only when one has been born 
again that there is true life—divine 
life. That is a new creation, a new 
spirit. If the spirit is dominant in 
a Christian, it will be possible to 
see the presence and growth of. the 
Lord. But if the soul is showing, it 
will always be the soul of Adam 
which can be seen. 


The sad part of the phrase that 
led to the consideration of this sub- 
ject is that which tells of the use of 
Christian speech by such souls. They 
are even glib, at times, with their 
use of Christian cliches. They can 
testify, ‘‘Jesus saves and keeps and 
satisfies’’"—and can look around 
with a smirk and sit down in proud 
self-satisfaction. There are pro- 
fessing Christians who get a com- 
pletely carnal thrill out of revival 
meetings, and other church services. 
One woman told me that she went 


the invitation was given because she 
‘felt good’’ afterward. It was her 
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ing minister, of one of the largest 
churches on the Pacific Coast told me 
that he knew many people that came 
forward on an average of once a 
month for ‘‘decision.’’ That can be 
an unconscious exhibitionism—the 
soul is showing. 


Most commonly, of course, the 
soul shows in the carnality of the 
Christian walk. The soul shows itself 
in prayerlessness, in failure to feed 
upon the Word of God, in careless- 
ness of walk. There is only one way 
to overcome this out-leering of the 
soul, and that is by having it put 
to death daily with Christ in His 
crucifixion. Then we shall be able to 
say truly, ‘‘It is no longer I (the 
soul) that live, but Christ who 
liveth in me (the spirit).’’ 


CHESS 


The press recently carried the 
following item from Russia. ‘‘ Soviet 
chess leaders are urging the elimi- 
nation of such capitalist names as 
‘king’ and ‘queen’ from chess... 
to be replaced by more ‘socialist’ 
titles as ‘stakhanovite’ the Soviet 
term for- high production workers.’’ 


Harry Lazarus, inspired by this 
news item, wrote the following in 
the Saturday Evening Post: 


Off with the heads of royal shirkers, 
Now enthrone the lowly workers, 

Down with knights, and such like vassals, 
Down with bishops, down with castles. 
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Let their chess, as life, be drawn 
In the orbit of the pawn, 

And let their players ever dread 
To move to any square not red. 


Chess was not created to show the 
superiority of red squares over 
black, but to teach men the neces- 
sity of protecting the life of the 
common man. It has been handed 
down by tradition that the creator 
of chess taught the king to whom the 
game was dedicated, that his throne 
was safe only when he understood 
the laws of his surroundings. He 
could easily be checked, and needed 
the protection of all elements of his 
kingdom. The influence of the queen 
was far-sweeping, and she could 
move in any direction. The religious 
leaders were of no value outside 
their file, and moved only obliquely. 
Knights were totally unpredictable, 
and erratic in their moves. The 
strong places were the anchors on 
which power must ultimately rest. 
Batithe soul of all ‘was the lowly 
pawn—eight of them, each covering 


the power behind it. These were the. 
common men. In German a pawn is@ 
called a bawer—a farmer. The word ° 


‘‘pawn’’ is not far from the peon 
of the Latin world, and some derive 
the word from that root. Lasker, 
former world-champion, was the 
author of the famous phrase, ‘‘The 
pawn is the soul of chess.’’ Time 
and again he proved that if he could 
win the advantage of a single lowly 
pawn, he could win the game. 


Certainly the Gospel teaching 
backs up the above legend. The 
common people heard our Lord 
gladly (Mk. 12:37). He knew the 
devious ways of religious leaders 
end pronounced woe upon them 
(Mt. 23 :13-16). His word announced 
the despair of those who put their 
trust in princes. He knew that the 
castle could not fall until the strong 
man was bound. 


And we can look out over the 
world at the little souls who are 
dying for lack of the Gospel and 
remember that the value of one of 
them is beyond the value of the 
whole world. 


WHY WE FIGHT 


Some time ago I ran across a news 
item tucked in on the fortieth page 
of the Sunday edition of the New 
York Times which stated: ‘‘ Armed 
Forces to Get Pamphlets on Faith.’’ 
The item said that these were being 
prepared for distribution to all the 
armed forces by the National Con- 
ference of Christians and Jews. I 
sent and got a set of them. 
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These pamphlets perfectly illus- 
trate how anti-Christianity can at- 
tack Christianity in the name of 
tolerance and the freedom of wor- 
ship. There is, of course, no men- 
tion of Christ in the pamphlets, for 
though the organization by which : 
they are published calls itself a con- 
ference of Christians and Jews, it 
is run by apostates who have never 
believed in the absolute deity of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


The second of the pamphlets is 
entitled ‘‘Intolerance is Treason.’’ 
It cites the provisions in the Con- 
stitution of the United States which 
guarantee freedom of speech and 
freedom of religion. Then, after 
talking about the oneness of men of 
various faiths on the field of battle 
and in military association, the tract 
ends, ‘‘In vain do we win a war 
unlegg:we prove by our lives that we 
believe all men are equal before God 
and the law. Be thankful that your 
lot has fallen in a nation where the 
great commandment of love may be 
wedded to every phase of American 
life. Intolerance is Treason!’’ 


That sounds very pretty, and, in 
a way, it is true. But in another way 
it is false because the truth is only 
a half-truth. Certainly we believe 
in tolerance. The Lord Jesus Christ 
allowed men to believe as they 
please. He did not coerce men. But 
at the same time He was intransi- 
gent. That is a word which needs to 
be more commonly used. The atti- 
tude of Christ was: You can believe 
as you please (that is tolerance) ; 
but if you do not believe what I 
say, I am going to have to send you 
to the lake of fire one day (that is 
intransigence). Today, we, as the 
followers of Christ, must follow 
Him in both of these propositions. 
We say to all men that they have the 
right to believe as they please, but 
we still proclaim that if they do 
not admit their sinful position be- 
fore God and acknowledge the Lord 
Jesus as God the Son, and trust His 
death for the remission of sins, they 
will be brought before the great 
white throne of God and sent to the 
lake of fire. 


What liberalism seeks to do is to 
preach the first half of this doctrine 
and to cry out against those who 
believe the second half. But the 
second half is Christianity, and 
nothing else is true Christianity. It 
was our Lord who said, ‘‘No man 
cometh unto the Father, but by 
Me’’ (John 14:6). 


The busier you are the more time you need to spend in prayer 15 
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By T. Stanley 

Seltayv 
fer many years a mis- 
sionary in Korea, recently 
returned to his church in 


Memphis, Tenn., after a 
visit to Japan and Korea. 


AR is always a time of testing. This is especially 

true in Korea where there has been such whole- 
sale destruction of habits of life and former modes 
of thought. But it is at times like this that the reality 
of a man’s character and religious faith is seen the 
most clearly. The faith and stability of the Korean 
Christians and the Korean Chureh have stood the 
test in a wonderful way and have shown before all 
the sustaining power of the Spirit of God among His 
people in a time of crisis. 

As I went back to Korea last November after an 
absence of fourteen years, and after hearing some- 
thing of the devastation which had been caused by 
the Red armies, I wondered what I would see and 
what sort of a testimony had been borne by the 
Christians, so many of whom were such close personal 


friends in past years. I was greatly impressed and - 
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delighted with what I found and with the tremendous 
witness of the Church in these terribly difficult days. 


The Witness of the Church Life. Everywhere in 
Korea today the churches are crowded. A great many 
of them were destroyed during the fighting and by 
the Communists. A number had been arbitrarily 
taken over by the Japanese during World War II, 
the members being told to meet elsewhere. The Chris- 
tians who have come down from the North, where the 
Chureh had been especially strong, have been used 
of the Lord to evangelize the South in a new way. 
As they have pressed their way into the cities, many 
of them have formed ‘‘refugee churches,’’ which in 
many cases are ministered to by ‘‘refugee pastors,’’ 
and have already made some provision for buildings 
and places to meet. The finest church building in 
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The Korean Church in War 
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Seoul is that of a refugee church there, whose pastor 
is the Rev. Kyung Chik Han, who has erected a beau- 
tiful gray stone building, which had a congregation 
of 2,000. With the conquest of Seoul by the Com- 
munist forces, many of the people, including the 
pastor, were forced to flee. Today, Dr. Han has a con- 
gregation in his church in Seoul of about 700, another 
congregation of about 500 of his members meeting 
in the city of Taegu, and a third of about 300 mem- 
bers meeting in Pusan. He travels by train between 
the three cities and is busy looking after his three 
congregations. 

The day after I arrived in Korea I was invited to 
preach in one of the refugee churches in Pusan. All 
the members have fled there from Pyongyang. The 
church meets in its own ‘‘building,’’ which is com- 
posed of three old army tents, placed end to end, on 
a narrow shelf cut in the steep hillside and sur- 
rounded by refugee shacks and huts of every descrip- 
tion. The floor and sides are composed of very thin 
boards (there are no windows) and the rest is tent. 
Both pastors are Presbyterian ministers from Pyong- 
yang and they told me that they now have 600 adults 
and 600 children on the rolls. The average attendance 
of about 700 completely occupies every available 
square inch of floor space. 

The Sunday I was there happened to be the Korean 
Thanksgiving Day and an offering was taken. A few 
weeks later I met the pastor, an old friend of mine, 
and asked him how much was received. To my amaze- 
ment he replied that the equivalent of $225 had come 
in. ‘‘How in the world did your people manage to 
raise that much?’’ I stammered. ‘‘ Well, nearly all of 
them were shopkeepers or workers of some kind in 
Pyongyang. When they came here just a year ago 
this month, they began to pick up any jobs at all that 
were available and some were able to start in little 
by little to buy and sell things. As a result, none are 
now on government relief. When the time came for 
the offering they counselled together and said, ‘‘ When 
we came here a year ago we had empty hands and 
nothing but the clothes we wore on our backs. The 
Lord has seen us through the past year and has 
blessed us mightily. Let us show our gratitude to Him 
by giving Him everything we have and starting again 
in faith tomorrow with empty hands, being perfectly 
confident that He will see us through the year that 
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lies ahead! With that spirit the offering was taken.’’ 
My next question was as to how it would be used. 

In pre-war years the Korean Presbyterian Chureh 
had aiways used the Thanksgiving Day offering as 
the main source of financing its foreign missionary 
work in China, where it had supported three ordained 
Korean Presbyterian ministers as its foreign mis- 
sionaries among the Chinese. That work has, of course, 
been disrupted since the outbreak of World War II. 
My friend answered this question by saying, ‘‘ Well, 
you know that the first responsibility of the Chureh 
is to witness. For that reason, every day I and some 
of my people go down to the market place to preach 
the Gospel to some of our fellow countrymen, who 
so greatly need the Lord at this time. The sum has 
already been turned over to one of the American 
missionaries to deposit in a bank for us. We hope to 
use it as the first installment or down-payment on a 
mobile unit. We want a panel truck with a loud 
speaker attachment so that we can use it regularly 
for preaching the Gospel, both in the city of Pusan 
and also in the country districts nearby where the 
need is so great.’’ 

While in Pusan I preached in two other churches. 
Both of them had been erected originally by Japanese 
Christians and had been used as Japanese churches. 
When they were evacuated the Korean Christians 
leased them from the Korean government. The pastor 
of one of them told me that when he preached his 
first sermon there, some six years ago, he had a con- 
gregation of one man. Today on Sunday evenings it 
is crowded to the doors, with not less than 700 
people. In the other building about the same thing 
is true except that the space is smaller so that the 
congregation cannot be over 400 or 500. Many of 
these people are refugees who were already Chris- 
tians, but many others have been won to the Lord 
through the glowing testimony of the lives and faces 
of those who know the Lord and have made the 
power of His presence so wonderfully clear in their 
own conduct. 


Chaplains. One of the features which perhaps 

most thrilled my heart was the way in which the 

Church has taken its place in the national life of 

Korea, and has won recognition for itself. In con- 

versation with the head chaplain of the Korea Mili- 
(Continued on page 38) 
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Baptized into Christ 


Into His Ascension and Return in Glory 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 





HE KEY verse for the doctrine of 

our union with Christ in His 
ascension and enthronement is found 
in the second chapter of Ephesians. 
We read, “God hath raised us up 
together, and made us sit together 
in the Heavenlies in Christ Jesus” 
(Eph. 2:6). The common use of the 
word “raised” to speak of our being 
raised from death to life, obscured 
this passage for me for many years. 
Then, on an unforgettable day, I 
realized that the resurrection was 
really described in the previous verse, 
and that this one had nothing to do 
with resurrection, but with our ex- 
altation to Heaven itself. “Even 
when we were dead in sins, God hath 
quickened us together with Christ,” 
that is our resurrection from. death 
to life, “and hath raised us up to- 
gether . . . in Christ Jesus.” That 
raising is ascension. I cannot stress 
it too strongly. We are identified 
with Him in the ascension. 


Christ—Our Contemporary 


Let us see how practical this 
really is for our daily living. We 
have a two-fold relationship with 
the Lord Jesus, a horizontal one and 
a vertical one. Our horizontal rela- 
tionship with Christ stretches out 
from wherever we may be on this 
globe, to a geographical point in 
Palestine where the cross was raised 
in order that He might take our sins 
upon Himself and die in our behalf. 
We have learned in our common 
thinking about the death of Christ to 
abolish the mileage distance which 
separates us from Jerusalem, and 
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have learned to bring Calvary closer 
than Greece, or Italy, or France, 
even into our own garden, our home, 
our own room, our own life. In like 
manner we are separated from Cal- 
vary by a time element, which we 
express roughly in terms of nineteen 
hundred years. We have also learned 
to abolish that time element, so that 
Christ is brought down through the 
first century and the fifteenth and 
the nineteenth and the twentieth, 
even unto the very date that is upon 
your morning newspaper today ; and 
the hour, minute, and second that 
your watch is now showing is Cal- 
vary time for the Christian. We have 
learned that the life of Caesar was a 
long time ago; but that the life of 
Christ was not. Charlemagne lived 
eight hundred years nearer to us than 
did our Lord, but Charlemagne is a 
distant, musty figure, and -Christ is 
very near. Napoleon and Nelson are 
only a century and a half away from 
us and eighteen hundred years nearer 
than Christ, yet the death of the 
Lord Jesus is a far more contem- 
porary event than Waterloo or 
Trafalgar. Faith has learned to 
annihilate geographical distance and 
chronological time, so that historical 
Calvary is a twentieth century event 
taking place in the experience of 
Christians in London, in Cape Town, 
or in Chicago. 


Heaven—Our Home 


Likewise, we must learn to anni- 
kilate the Heavenly distance and 
future time that separate us from 
the literal throne of the Father in 


Heaven where Christ sitteth at the 
right hand of God. However, there 
is this great difference in the process 
of faith. Faith looking into the past 
does not take us to Calvary in Pal- 
estine, but brings Calvary to us. 
Faith looking in the future does not 
bring Heaven to us but puts us in 
Heaven. How far is it in miles from 
the earth to the throne of God? Sci- 
ence measures the distance to the stars 
in light years, and counts them in the 
billions and trillions. Heaven is much 
nearer, and we do not go there by 
the slow speed of light. I can think 
all the way to Alpha in Taurus as 
quickly as you can think to your 
neighbor’s house; and we can think 
through to the throne of God as 
quickly as we can think to the stars. 
The Holy Spirit has placed us in the 
ascension and in the enthronement. 
It is by faith that we appropriate 
the blessing of our position, and 
learn to live on the throne instead 
of in the town. Most Christians have 
not accepted their new and present 
residence. They still cling to their 
old tenement—and it has no bath. 
The proper sphere of the Christian 
for today is the throne of God in 
Heaven, where Christ sitteth at the 
right hand of God, and the Holy 
Spirit identifies the whole body of 
believers as being in Him there. 


Intercessory Prayer 


The next great fact is that of our 
identification with the Lord Jesus in 
His present work of intercession. 
When we are praying for others, we 
are perhaps the most like the Lord 
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that we can be while yet in this body 
and in the world. When the Lord 
ascended into Heaven and took His 
place at the right hand of the Father, 
it. was a temporary position which 
He will relinquish when this age 
comes to a close. He is not now on 
His own throne, but on the Father’s. 
He is performing a definite work in 
behalf of His Church, which is His 
Rody into which we have been iden- 
tified. “Wherefore He is able also 
to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by Him, seeing He 
ever liveth to make intercession for 
them” (Heb. 7:25). If we are in 
Christ, seated in the Heavenlies, and 
if He is there interceding for His 
Church, it follows that the Spirit- 
filled life must be a life that will have 
in it a great deal of intercessory 
prayer. 


The reason that the Lord Jesus 
intercedes is because Lucifer, who 
began as the bright and morning 
star, not only rebelled but progres- 
sively disintegrated until, first, he 
became Satan, the adversary, and 
then after ages became the Devil, 
the slanderer, the traducer, the ac- 
cuser. He goes before the Lord to 
accuse the believers. 


We have the great illustration of 
this procedure in Zechariah’s story 
cf the high priest of his day, whose 
name was Joshua (Zech. 3). As the 
high priest stood in the presence of 
the Lord Jehovah and His Christ, 
Satan stood at the right hand of this 
man to resist him. Joshua was 
clothed with filthy garments, un- 
doubtedly with filth which had been 
cast on them by the Devil himself. 
We may wonder, with a thought 
based on several other passages of 
Scripture, whether Satan was not 
attempting to tell God that He, the 
Almighty, could not accept the per- 
son of Joshua because it would be 
inconsistent with the holiness of God 
to bless one who was so filthy. That 
is just like Satan—to befoul a man, 
and then accuse him before God. It 
was at this point that the Lord Jesus 
intervened. We read, “And Jehovah 
said unto Satan, Jehovah rebuke 
thee, O Satan; even Jehovah that 
hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee; 
is not this a brand plucked out of 
the fire ?”” What a wonderful, compas- 
sionate Saviour, to be willing to 
speak in a holy place to a holy God 
on behalf of a man who was mani- 
festly unholy. What a comfort for 
us to realize that He is the same 
today, and that He lives to do just 
such a work in our behalf today. 
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And not only was Satan rebuked but 
Joshua was prepared by God to stand 
in holiness. The Lord gave orders 
to have the filthy garments removed 
from Joshua, and told him that his 
iniquity had been caused to pass from 
him. Furthermore, the high priest 
was given a change of raiment, and 
a fair miter was set upon his head. 


Paid in Full 


All of this work for Joshua was 
done by the Lord Jesus Christ as 
mediator and intercessor, standing 
between the slandering accuser and 
the holy God. That same work he 
does in our behalf today. We stand 
before God complete. When we ac- 
tually commit a sin, Satan is there to 
cry out about it. The Lord Jesus an- 
swers that that sin was one which 
He took care of long ago, and it is 
to be put down to His account and 
not to ours. Here is the meaning of 
imputation, as set forth in the early 
part of Romans. When a sin is com- 
mitted by a believer, it is not put 
down on his account but to the ac- 
count of the Saviour, who claims it 
trom the Judge when Satan brings 
in the accusation. 


There is a story that illustrates 
our blessed position in this respect. 
A young man in New York City 
went into one of the largest banks in 
order to get a loan of $600.00, as any 
ex-service man may do, guaranteed 
by the government on the basis of 
his war service. He took the photo- 
static copy of his discharge papers, 
and all of the other papers that were 
needed for the transaction, and stood 
in the line until his turn came to 
present the forms to the bank clerk. 
The bank employee seemed rather 
slow about it, went away from his 
window, talked to his superior, and 
came back to finish the transaction. 
The young ex-service man received 
the cash that he had come for, after 
he had signed all the necessary 
pepers. Then, as he turned away 
from the window, flash-light bulbs 
went off, newspaper photographers 
were taking his picture, and officials 
of the bank crowded around to tell 
him.that they were returning all his 
papers and he was to have the six 
hundred dollars without the necessity 
of paying it back, because his loan 
happened to include the billionth 
dollar that had been handed out 
since the bank had opened its 
small loan department. Oh, the bless- 
edness of the ex-service man to 
whom the bank will not debit his 
borrowing! That is what Paul cries 
out in Romans 4, when he tells us 


‘that we have been justified, and that, 


therefore, our sins are never put 
down on our account, but on the ac- 
count of the Saviour: “Even as 
David also describeth the blessedness, 
of the man, unto whom God im- 
puteth righteousness without works, 
saying, Blessed are they whose in- 
iquities are forgiven and whose sins 
are covered. Blessed is the man to 
whom the Lord will not impute sin” 
(Rom. 4:6-8). 


Remission of Sins 


Now, the basis of this reckoning 
is the death of the Lord Jesus Christ 
on the cross, but the process of this 
reckoning is the intercessory work 
of the Saviour at the throne of God. 
Into this work we are identified by 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit. One 
of the most blessed works of the 
ministry is to comfort weak souls 
and to tell them that they are indeed 
saved, and that they should stop wor- 
rying. I refuse to allow the Roman 
Catholics to take the precious prom- 
ise, “Whose soever sins ye remit, 
they are remitted unto them; and 
whose soever sins ye retain, they are 
retained” (John 20:23). I thank 
God for the day that God opened my 
eyes to my great privilege, which is 
also the privilege of every child of 
God, ordained and unordained, man 
or woman, to announce the remission 
of sins to timid souls who have 
trusted in Jesus. We enter into the 
work of Christ in praying for them 
and with them, and one of our 
greatest joys is to see their burdens 
roll away when they come to realize 
that they can know, of absolute cer- 
tainty, that God has accepted them, 
and that their sins have been dealt 
with forever. 

I remember a woman who stopped 
after a meeting one Sunday evening, 
evidently in great distress. For 
twenty years she had been in the 
hands of these well-meaning but 
woefully untaught Christians who 
lead souls to introspection instead of 
to Calvary. She knew that she had a 
sinful nature and was afraid that she 
was not saved. After a moment’s 
questioning I not only knew that she 
was saved, but that she had been 
saved for years and years, and had 
been living in the bondage of that 
horrible theology that makes salva- 
tion like the toss of a coin; heads 
you go to Heaven, tails you go to 
Hell; now you flip the coin, and you 
have to die to see which side comes 
up. That is the theology of those who 
believe you will not know until you 
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DAILY MEDITATIONS FOR AUGUST 


1, as Editor, have had no vacation for almost three years, and the writing of 
the Daily Meditations in Genesis is a very time-consuming task. In view of my 
absence in Europe during the early part of this summer, teaching in the French 
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August 1 EZRA 1:1-11 
History. The history recorded in the 
book of Ezra begins with the events of the 
year 536 B.C., and covers a period of about 
one hundred years. Remember the follow- 
ing dates: In 538 B.C., Babylon was cap- 
tured by the Persians. The return of the 
Jews to Palestine took place in 536 B.C. 
In 520 B.C., the ministries of Haggai and 
Zechariah were exercised in Jerusalem. 
The rebuilding of the Temple was com- 
pleted in 516 B.C. In 486 B.C. Ahasuerus 
(Xerxes) ascended the throne. In 465 B.C. 
Artaxerxes came to the throne, and issued 
a decree to stop the building of Jerusalem. 
In 458 B.C. Artaxerxes changed his policy, 
and sent Ezra to Jerusalem. In 445 B.C., 
after Ezra had been working at Jerusalem 
for thirteen years, Nehemiah joined him. 
The book itself is divided into twe parts. 
Chapters 1-6 record the happenings con- 
nected with the return of about 42,000 Jews 
under Zerubbabel. Chapters 7-10 are oc- 
cupied with an account of Ezra’s work. 
Between the chief events of chapters 1-6 
and the work of Ezra there is an interval 
of about sixty years. This chapter is full 
of Divine providence. The hearts of kings, 
of “the fathers” and of all men are in His 
hands. Our lives also are in His hands. 
August 2 EZRA 3:1-13 
Worsurp. On arrival in Palestine the 
people dispersed to their various cities; but 
when the festival month came round they 
gathered as “one man” in Jerusalem, the 
place of worship. Is this the kind of eager 
spontaneity that marks your attendance at 
the House of God? Jeshua was the reli- 
gious leader, and Zerubbabel was the 
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political head of the nation. They co- 
operated in directing the people to God. It 
is a good token when the leaders of Church 
and State are of one mind about the 
spiritual issues of life. “Except the Lord 
build the house, they labour in vain that 
build it.” Their first act of worship was to 
set up the altar. With the altar erected 
there could be acceptable worship, even 
though “the foundation of the temple of 
the Lord was not yet laid” (6). We may 
lack religious precision, but if our ap- 
proach to God is by way of Him who was 
“sacrificed for us” we need not doubt our 
acceptance. Sson, however, they set to 
work to lay the foundations of the Temple. 
Having begun in God’s way, we must fol- 


low His commands all through. “They 
sang together” (11), for “His mercy 
endureth for ever.” 

August 3 EZRA 4:1-10 


Opposition. Notice verses 1 and 2. “The 
adversaries of Judah said, Let us 
build with you.” It ,is always dangerous 
when the enemy wants to help. Beware of 
compromise with the Devil in the. service 
of Christ. Worldly devices to “attra¢t the 
people” always end in spiritual defeat. 
Zerubbabel and Jeshua were wise in their 
firm negative answer. “Ye have nothing to 
do with us to build an house unto our God” 
(3). In spiritual things the world and the 
Church have nothing in common. How 
can the unconverted man take a Sunday 
school class? He does not know the first 
thing about it. Only those who know and 
love the Lord may have any share in the 
building of that which “groweth unto an 
holy temple in the Lord” (Eph. 2:21). 





After receiving this firm answer, the ad- 
versaries of Judah showed. themselves in 
their true colors. They who once professed 
a desire to help now openly opposed the 
work. “They went out from us, but they 
were not of us” (1 John 2:19). The 
method of their opposition appears to have 
been to pay minor officials to write un- 
favorable reports to the Persian overlords. 
The hostility between the Jews and the 
Samaritans dates from these times. 
August 4 EZRA 4:11-24 
Oestruction. Verse 5 records that the 
purpose of building the Temple was frus- 
trated all the days of Cyrus until the reign 
of Darius; that is to say, from 535 B.C. 
until 521 B.C. But the historian takes the 
opportunity of describing how this opposi- 
tion went on through later years also, when 
the Jews were rebuilding the city itself; 
accordingly, the history leaps forward a 
little in a parenthesis from verse 6 to the 
first half of verse 24. These verses tell us 
how the obstruction to the work continued 
in the reign of Ahasuerus (486 B.C.), and 
how when Artaxerxes came to the throne 
in 465 B.C., a letter was written to him 
also. This letter is recorded in verses 11-16. 
From chapter 4:8 to 6:18 the book of Ezra 
is written in the Aramaic (Syrian) lan- 
guage. Thus the very words in which the 
correspondence took place (see verse 7) 
have been faithfully preserved. The chron- 
ological and historical accuracy of the book 
of Ezra is without a flaw. Notice in the 
letter how a bad record is brought up 
against those who are’ seeking to live 
honorably. Young Christian, do not be sur- 
prised if this happens to you. 
August 5 EZRA 5:1-17 
ENCOURAGEMENT. Haggai and Zechariah 
exercised their ministry in 520 B.C. That 
means that the work of rebuilding the 
Temple had been neglected for fifteen 
years. Haggai, supported by Zechariah, 
confronted the people with stern rebukes 
and strong encouragements. Of Haggai it 
has been said that “no prophet ever ap- 
peared at a more critical juncture in the 
history of the people, and, it may be added, 
no prophet was more successful.” Zerub- 
babel and Jeshua “began to build” (2). 
Are you always as prompt in your obedi- 
ence? The inquiry of Tatnai the governor 
was purely official, even though it may 
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have been instigated by the adversaries of 
the Jews. The elevated tone of his letter to 
Darius differs widely from the malicious 
letter recorded in chapter 4. “But the eye 
of their God was upon the elders of the 
Jews” (5). If we are doing God’s will we 
need not fear what man may do. Let our 
eye be single, let our eyes be up unto God, 
and we may rest assured that His eye will 
be upon us for good. Are you discouraged ? 
“Be strong .. . and work: for I am with 
you, saith the Lord of hosts” (Haggai 
2:4). Take the encouragement which 
Haggai gave to these people. 


August 6 EZRA 6:1-12 
INVESTIGATION. In reply to Tatnai’s let- 
ter, Darius ordered an investigation. The 
state library at Babylon seems to have 
been searched in vain, but the record of 
the decree was at last found at Ecbatana. 
This decree (verses 3-5) is the official 
record of the events described in the nar- 
ration of chapter 1. At verse 6 a decree of 
Darius begins, and the historian has added 
it to the decree of Cyrus, without any 
introduction. The decree of Darius is very 
explicit: (a) There is to be no interference 
(verses 6, 7); (b) Official support is to be 
given, including money for the building 
(8) and materials for sacrifice (9, 10). The 
decree expresses the desire that prayer 
shall be offered in the Temple for h‘mself, 
and it ends with a penalty for its violation. 
It is the duty of the king to foster the 
worship of God in the realm. It is the 
Christian’s privilege to pray “for kings, 
and for all that are in authority” (1 Tim. 
2:2). Those who inspired Tatnai’s letter to 
Darius no doubt thought to stop the work. 
How often it is true that what is intended 
to harm the Church of God is made a 
blessing to it! See Philippians 1:12. 


August 7 EZRA 6:13-22 
Depication. Under the royal patronage 
the Temple was not long in building. The 
decree of Darius was made in 521 B.C., 
and the work was completed in 516 B.C. 
Whereas all had been against the Jews, all 
is now for them. How quickly God can 
alter the face of things if we submit our 
affairs to Him! In verse 14 the R.V. pre- 
serves a significant distinction which is in 
the Aramaic between the “commandment” 
of God and the “decree” of men. It is in- 
spiring to realize that behind and above all 
the decrees of kings and dictators there is 
the over-ruling “commandment” of God 
Almighty. “The Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth.” See also Isaiah 44:28. (The 
mention of Artaxerxes here is a reference 
to the fact that later on this powerful 
monarch also had his mind turned by God 
in favor toward Jerusalem: 7:1.) The 
dedication of the Temple was observed: 
(a) With a sin-offering: there can be no 
true dedication of the life to God apart 
from faith in the sin-atoning death of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. (b) With a purifica- 
tion: no dedication is acceptable without 
“separation” from sin (c) With a me- 
morial: the Passover was the thankful 
recollection of God’s first deliverance. Let 
praise mark our re-dedication. 
August 8 EZRA 7:6-20 
Commission. Here Ezra’s work begins. 
The events of the close of chapter 6 oc- 
curred in 516 B.C. Artaxerxes ascended 
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the throne in 465 B.C., and at first had 
been hostile to the Jews; his unfavorable 
decree is recorded in chapter 4:17-22. 
Later, Artaxerxes changed his policy, and 
commissioned Ezra to go to Jerusalem in 
458 B.C. Ezra came from the high-priestly 
family, though not himself a high priest. 
Verses 6 and 9 repeat that the “good hand 
of his God” was upon him. Are you quick 
to acknowledge the “good hand” of God in 
your successes and blessings? We owe 
more than we can tell to the “good hand” 
of God in the ordering of our lives. (i) 
Esra’s gifts. He was “a ready scribe in the 
law of Moses” (6). Prophecy was ceasing, 
and the study of Scripture was becoming 
increasingly important. The Church of to- 
day is weak through lack of knowledge 
of the Scriptures. (ii) Esra’s character. 
Gifts without character may be a curse. 
Verse 10 reveals a man whose heart was 
right. What is the attitude of your heart? 
Are you prepared, like Ezra, both to de 
the will of God and to teach it? 


August 9 EZRA 7:21-28 

Provision. Ezra did not go penniless on 
his mission: God put it into the heart of 
Artaxerxes to make plentiful provision for 
Jerusalem. The letter of Artaxerxes (12- 
26) is preserved in the book of Ezra in its 
original Aramaic. Artaxerxes had _ told 
Rehum and Shimshai in 465 B.C. -that they 
were to stop.the building of the city “until 
ancther commandment shall be given from 
me” (4:21). The present document repre- 
sents “another commandment.” Supplies 
were to be granted within certain limits 
(22) and the temple officials were to be 
free from tax (24). Ezra was then em- 
powered to regulate the life of the country 
according to the law of God. In verses 27, 
28, we find a note by Ezra in the first 
person. He cannot let the recording of this 
letter pass without also putting down his 
own feelings of thankfulness. “Bless the 
Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His 
benefits.” Ezra recognized the power of 
God, and discerned that God had “put 
such a thing as this in the king’s heart.” 
Never lose sight of God's ability to change 
the heart. “It is God which worketh in you 
both to will and to do of His good plea- 
sure” (Phil. 2:13). 


August 10 EZRA 8:21-32 

DELIVERANCE. A great journey was now 
in front of Ezra and his company. At the 
river Ahava, Ezra convened the assembly 
for an act of humiliation and prayer be- 
fore they began. This mass prayer meeting 
augured well for the journey. Begin your 
journeys with Psalm 121. See Psalm 
37:5. Is this your habit? There was every 
human reason for fear. The journey was 
one of about 500 miles; it was going to 
take three and a half months (see verse 31 
and 7:9); the road was infested with 
brigands (31); and they were carrying a 
sum equivalent to several million dollars. 
Ezra realized the perils of the way, but he 
refused military aid. He had told the king 
that God could defend them, and he was 
now putting God to a glorious test. He 
was able to write in his journal at the end 
of the great expedition that “the hand of 
our God was upon us, and He delivered 
us.” Ezra was also a man of sense. He 
weighed the money entrusted to him, and 


when he reached Jerusalem he had it 
checked, and obtained a receipt (34). 
Christians cannot be too careful in their 
handling of money, whether in the home, 
the business, or the Lord’s treasury. 


August 11 : 
INTERCESSION. If the revelation of God 
was to be kept from corruntion it was 
vital that His people should not inter- 
mingle by marriage with their heathen 
neighbors; yet information reached Ezra 
that the people of Israel were intermarry- 
ing with the foreign nations. Appalled and 
distressed, Ezra poured out his confession 
to God. He identified himself with the 
people for whom he stood, and in the 
“we,” “our,” and “us,” he took the burden 
upon himself. Remember how fully this 
was done by our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
“was numbered with the transgressors” as 
“He bare the sin of many, and made inter- 
cession for the transgressors.” Ezra’s 
shame is in the forefront of his confession. 
How much “shame” do you feel over sin? 
Does it make you blush? Pray for a tender 
conscience. Ezra’s praver revealed insight 
into God’s purposes. He saw in their re- 
turn the determination of God to preserve 
the spiritual “remnant.” Ezra did not ask 
for anything ; he merely put the whole case 
before God. In shame and grief he con- 
fessed the people’s sin; but in strong con- 
fidence in God's sovereign purpose for the 
nation he cast the whole issue of events 
upon God. A right understanding of God’s 
sovereignty will save you from anxiety. 


August 12 PHILIPPIANS 1:1-11 

The Christians at Philippi were possibly 
the dearest to Paul of all his converts (8). 
Every time he remembered them he thanked 
God (3). It was a joy to pray for them 
(4). Their conduct made it obvious that 
God’s grace was at work in their lives (7). 
From the day of their first response they 
had supported Paul in his work (5). They 
still stood by him now, when his preaching 
involved him in imprisonment (7). Several 
times they had sent him help (4:16): and 
Epaphroditus had recently come to Rome 
with a further gift (4:10, 18). Epaphrodi- 
tus is now returning and can carry a letter. 
So Paul writes, not only to thank them for 
their gift, but also to give them news about 
himself and his hopes. Because they had 
been depressed and anxious, Paul sets him- 
self to encourage them to find in Christ 
joy and peace of mind in all circumstances. 
Also, he uses this opportunity to exhort 
them to greater unity, and to warn them 
against some persistent spiritual dangers. 
Make a note of these points as we study 
the epistle. Finally, for today, see Paul’s 
prayer for them (9-11), and ask for its 
fulfillment in the members of the church 
to which you belong. 


August 13 PHILIPPIANS 1:12-30 

The Philippians had been greatly de- 
pressed by news of Paul’s imprisonment. 
Not only did Paul’s life seem to be in 
peril, but also the whole cause of the Gos- 
pel. So Paul tells them that there is no 
need for such gloom. His imprisonment 
has actually served to make Christ more 
widely known (12, 13), and the believers in 
Rome have also been encouraged to testify 
more boldly (14). So there is occasion for 


(Continued on page 42) 
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THE ART OF LIVING 





THE CONQUEST OF 


TEMUPERAMIESN T 


This is the tenth in a series on THE ART OF LIVING, which will answer 
many questions concerning the Christian life, that arise in the minds 
of young beli 


@ As a house cannot be built without bricks, or their 
equivalent, so the character of a man cannot be formed 
out of nothing. Each individual is given something 
to start with, the instincts and their associated emo- 
tions, the disposition, and the temperament. Now it is 
obvious that we have not all the same psychological 
endowment. One man may be melancholic and subject 
to moods; another is ‘‘highly-strung,’’ i.e. is endowed 
with a nervous temperament. Another has always felt 
inferior. We cannot help our endowment; it is, for 
example, as absurd to blame one person for being 
‘‘jumpy’”’ as it is to praise another for being ‘‘the 
life and soul of the party.’’ The former has a nervous 
temperament, and the latter a gay and sociable dis- 
position. But, we must hasten to add, while we are 
not responsible for our endowment, we are responsible 
for what we do with it; the bricks are given to us, 
but not the kind of house we build with them. 


Some people are particularly 
subject to moods. They have their 
ups and they have their downs— 
and they are mostly downs. Jack usually feels cheer- 
ful on a Sunday, but the next morning he is “‘all 
Mondayish’’ and goes off to the office with a long 
face. Jill is sweet and reasonable when she is in the 
right mood; but unfortunately she sometimes isn’t, 
and then she can be catty, irritable, and even violent. 
It is significant that the very first difficulty encoun- 
tered by Christian in Pilgrim’s Progress was ‘‘the 
slough of despond.’’ There he and neighbor Pliable 
‘‘wallowed for a time, being grievously bedaubed 
with dirt.’’ It is no less significant that his most diffi- 
eult experience was imprisonment in the castle of 
Giant Despair. Few of us altogether escape such ex- 


THE SLOUGH 
OF DESPOND 


22 Do you seek as though you wanted to find? 


periences on the journey of life, and many people are 
by nature especially liable to them. 


THE MASTERY 
OF MOODS 


The best way to tackle our 
moods is to form the habit of 
not taking ourselves too seri- 
ously; and then as a result we shall not take our 
moods too seriously. It is helpful to realize that be- 
cause emotion is by nature unstable, moods are bound 
to come and go. If such changes of feeling are ac- 
cepted as inevitable, and taken for granted, no harm 
ean result. It is a mistake to worry about one’s feel- 
ings or to attach too much importance to any particu- 
lar passing mood. A part of the art of living consists 
in knowing how to carry on the duties of life steadily 
and evenly—it may be with the help of our emotions, 
or without the help of our emotions, or even contrary 
to our prevailing emotions. Such a discipline must 
be established (and it is one of the sure signs of 
maturity) not only for our own efficiency and happi- 
ness, but still more for the sake of other people. Evil 
emotions are contagious, and it is a sin against others 
to spread depression and gloom. We all know how 
one ‘‘wet blanket’’ can depress a whole company. To 
remember the influence of our moods upon others 
quickens a sense of responsibility and helps to pull 
us out of the slough of despond. Note also that during 
a mood of depression we usually tend to blame our 
circumstances. But circumstances are never the cause 
(they may be the occasion) of a mood of depression ; 
this is proved by the well-known fact that different 
people react differently to the same circumstances. 


Two men looked through prison bars, 
One saw mud, the other stars. 


Make a habit then of manfully tackling yourself 
instead of weakly blaming your circumstances. And 
even in those circumstances which might become the 
occasion of depression we can usually find reasons 
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for hope and courage, like Paul and Silas singing in 
the dungeon at midnight. To make a habit of giving 
praise and thanks, of counting one’s blessings, is a 
sure help toward overcoming moods, That is why it 
is of inestimable value to join regularly in the cor- 
porate praise of the church, whatever our individual 
feelings may be at the time. Strangely enough, it is 
all the more valuable if we don’t feei like it! 


OVERCOMING The first thing to do about ner- 
NERVOUSNESS _ vousness is to accept it instead of 

trying to fight against it. Fear is 
an essential part of our biological equipment, and 
ean be useful if kept under control. Do not try to 
‘‘kid’’ yourself that you are not nervous. Rather 
adopt this attitude, ‘‘Of course I am nervous about 
public work and speaking. Most people are—some 
more, some less. I accept the fact that I am, and I set 
out to control it and use it, although I realize it may 
take some time to do this.’’ Now it is quite true that 
a little fear, controlled fear, can be a good thing and 
a valuable asset in public work. It can be as useful 
to the singer or speaker as to the bus driver. The 
preacher who can ascend the pulpit stairs without 
feeling a little fear about his awesome responsibility 
is not to be envied. So say to yourself, ‘‘IT ought al- 
ways to feel some nervousness in public speaking, and 
I expect at first to feel very nervous. Most people, 
including those who are now great, felt like that when 
they began, and much of it will probably wear off, if 
I keep on.”’ 

Now one can speed up that wearing off process in 
a number of ways. One is constant practice. Practice 
reading aloud in your own room and thus get used 
to your own voice. Take every opportunity of ad- 
dressing small and informal gatherings, e.g. con- 
tribute your quota in discussion groups, take part 
in debates, speak up at business meetings or at com- 
mittees, give talks to classes or small meetings. All 
this is excellent practice for greater responsibilities 
and larger audiences. 

It is also a great help to prepare thoroughly before- 
hand. In the early days*it might be best to write 
everything out, so that it can be referred to in case 
of a lapse of memory. From this one may develop 
to the use of outline notes. In any case, full prepara- 
tion always inspires confidence. Best of all, the 
Christian has a greater source of confidence than this, 
for he knows that he can rely upon the Lord to enable 
him to discharge all his responsibilities. God never 
calls us to tasks for which He does not empower us. 
There are times when one must launch out in sheer 
faith upon this assurance. 
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THE WRONG WAY. 
TO TACKLE INFERIORITY 


An habitual feeling 
of inferiority is more 
serious than either 
moods or nervousness, At the worst it can reduce a 
human life to ineffectiveness and sterility. It not only 
renders its victim awkward in social life but also 
undermines his resolution and will to achievement. 
Some people try to tackle it, usually unconsciously, 
by over-compensation ; the inferiority complex mani- 
fests itself as a superiority complex, Such persons 
wear loud clothes and talk in a big way, and with a 
loud voice. They pretend to be what they are not, 
and boast of their imaginary achievements, They in-. 
form you in public of all their wealthy relatives or 
important friends and connections. They tend to 
belittle the achievements of others, especially of suc- 
cessful men, as a compensation for their own failure. 
It is all forced and unnatural, and is quite the wrong 
way of dealing with the problem, 


Now as in the case of nervous- 
ness, there is a legitimate place in 
a human life for the feeling of in- 
feriority. We are all endowed with the natural instinct 
of self-abasement and the associated emotion of sub- 
jection. After all, there are persons to whom we are 
inferior in all sorts of ways. Why pretend otherwise? 
Why not sanely accept the fact and learn to rejoice 
in their more excellent qualities and finer achieve- 
ments? There is a joy to be experienced only on the 
knees, when we look up. Furthermore, the feeling of 
inferiority can be a driving force and a spur to 
achievement. This need not necessarily manifest itself 
in stupid ways, such as outdoing the Joneses next 
door; but it may inspire us to overcome some of our 
limitations by submitting ourselves to discipline and 
training. If you are at the bottom of the class, you are 
bound to feel inferior; and the only way to tackle 
that is to work hard and rise to a higher position. In 
such a situation the feeling of inferiority is personally 
and socially useful. 

A person suffering from acute. inferiority would be 
well advised not to aim too high; his resolutions and 
plans should be modest, not magnificent. For to aim 
high is to invite failure, which adds to the feeling of 
inferiority. This vicious circle can be broken by start- 
ing with small objectives. Success in a small thing in- 
spires confidence to attempt something a little larger, 
and in this way one can gradually but surely rise up 
the ladder of achievement and leave behind morbid 
or excessive inferiority. A watch should also be kept 
on one’s habitual thought life. To think failure is to 
invite failure, so make a habit of thinking positive 
thoughts of modest achievement. 

(Continued on page 34) 
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AUGUST 17, 1952 
The Tragedy of Saul 


LESSON TEXT: 

1 SAMUEL 15:17-22; 18:6-9; 31:3-4 
Golden Text: “To obey is better than 
sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
rams” (1 Sam. 15:22). 


Last week we saw how Israel de- 
manded a king. Regardless of their 
glorious history of divine leader- 
ship, epitomized in the deliverance 
from Egypt, the providential care 
of the wilderness march, and the 
victorious ‘ settlement in Canaan, 
these ungrateful people wanted a 
visible sovereign. The Lord summed 
up their attitude in these tragic 
words: ‘‘They have rejected Me, 
that I should not reign over them”’ 
(1 Sam. 8:7). Rather than trust in 
invisible omnipotence they chose a 
human head; and before our last 
lesson concluded we saw how the 
man of their choice began to show 
signs of frailty and failure. Today 
the disaster of this first experiment 
in kingship runs its full course, 
giving force to David’s words: 
“‘Put not your trust in princes, nor 
in the son of man, in whom there is 
no help. . . . Happy is he that hath 
the God of Jacob for his help, whose 
hope is in the Lord his God’’ (Psa. 
146 :3, 5). 


LESSON MATERIAL 

Several chapters will’ need to be 
read by the teacher who takes his 
teaching seriously. Turn back to 
1 Samuel 13 :8-14, and read in addi- 
tion the whole of chapters 15, 18, 
28, and 31. We ean only make gen- 
eral references here to the contents 
of these chapters as we more or less 
confine our comments to the three 
passages selected for pupil study. 

1 Samuel 15:17-22.—The divine 
sentence upon the Amalekites has 
to be understood in the light of the 
fact that they had been the first 
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wantonly to attack Israel (Exod. 
17:8). At that time the Lord said: 
**T will utterly put out the remem- 
brance of Amalek from under 
Heaven.’’ Saul had ignored the 
command to destroy the Amalekites 
and had preserved Agag their king 
‘*and the best of the sheep, and of 
the oxen, and of the fatlings, and 
the lambs, and all that was good’’ 
(15:9). The unfitness of Saul for 
kingship was shown in his effort to 
place the blame on the people (v. 
21). Samuel completely ignored this 
miserable excuse and pronounced 
the sentence of God against Saul: 
‘‘Because thou hast rejected the 
word of the Lord, he hath also re- 
jected thee from being king’’ 
(v. 23). 

The key to Saul’s downfall is 
given in the opening verse of this 
passage;- commencing: ‘‘ When thou 
wast little in thine own sight.”’ 
Pride led to presumption and pre- 
sumption to open disobedience. Saul 
continued to hold the office of king 
after the incident of Agag and the 
Amalekites, but the Lord’s approval 
had been withdrawn, in token of 
which we read: ‘‘Samuel came no 
more to see Saul until the day of 
his death’’ (v. 35). 


Saul Against David 


1 Samuel 18:6-9.—These verses 
plunge us into the story of the re- 
lationship between Saul and David, 
following the anointing of David by 
Samuel and the victory over Goli- 
ath. They indicate a further step in 
the deterioration of Saul’s character 
as he permitted jealousy to embitter 
him against the younger man, even 
to the extent of attempting to con- 
trive his death (vs. 17, 21, and 25). 
The first occasion of this jealousy is 
given in our passage. The songs of 
the women followed contemporary 
custom and were not in any sense 
directed against Saul. Returning 


heroes would be greeted by expres- 
sions of extravagant praise; it was 
only Sanl’s mean spirit which 
placed a wrong interpretation upon 
the tribute paid to David. The in- 
spired chronicler is careful to ex- 
enerate David from any blame, 
stating that ‘‘he behaved himself 
wisely’’ (v. 5). 

To trace. the development of 
Saul’s animosity toward his anointed 
successor it would be necessary to 
read all remaining chapters of this 
book. Suffice to say here that David 
continued to conduct himself with 
admirable restraint, although re- 
lentlessly pursued by Saul, whose 
unconcealed intention was to end 
David’s life. Twice David had his 
persecutor in his power, but each 
time he spared him; yet the heart 
of Saul was not turned from its evil 
purposes. 

1 Samuel 31:3-4.—The last scene 
of the tragedy is supplied in this 
final chapter. Throughout his reign 
Saul had contended with the Philis- 
tines. Now these long-time enemies 
of Israel took the field again, and 
their superior strength told hard 
against the Israelites. Saul’s three 
sons were killed in the battle, and 
eventually the Philistine snipers 
found the king himself, Knowing 
that he could not escape, and fear- 
ing that he would be subjected to 
torture and abuse, Saul: tdld his 
armorbearer to kill him. When the 
man hesitated, Saul ended his own 
life. The closing verses of this chap- 
ter tell how the Philistines subjected 
the dead body of the king to abuse, 
prompting the heroic deed of the 
izhabitants of Jabesh-gilead, who 
thus repaid the king for the help he 
had rendered them (see 1-Sam. 11: 
1-11). 


LESSON PLAN 
1. Saul and the Lord 
a. God expects obedience 
b. Saul’s trangression 
2. Saul and David 
a. How evil grows 
b. Jealousy is cruel 
3. Saul and the Philistines 
a. Instruments of judgment 
b. The penalty of pride 
1. From whom does God expect 
obedience? Are any people exempt 
from the duty of obeying Him? 
Saul apparently thought that in his 
exalted position he was not under 
obligation to carry out God’s in- 
structions. Whereas he should have 
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led the people in complete submis- 
sion to the declared will of God, he 
permitted them to disobey and him- 
self participated in their disobedi- 
ence. However he might attempt to 
place. the blame on the people, God 
evidently held him responsible (1 
Sam. 15:11). Clearly he thought 
that, as king, he could override the 
commandments of God. There are 
men who prosper in business, and 
become wealthy and influential, who 
make the same mistake. They seem 
to think that what are sins for 
ordinary folk are not sins for them: 
their success in life gives them the 
privilege of disregarding God’s pro- 
hibitions. 

Saul had to learn otherwise. His 
excuses were ingenious, but they 
were not accepted. First, he tried to 
shift the responsibility to others. 
(Isn’t that a recurring temptation 
with most of us?) And then he 
offered a pious explanation for dis- 
obedience—the animals that had 
been spared were to be offered as 
sacrifices to God (15:21). (Does 
God desire gifts which are the earn- 
ings of disobedience? For example: 
Is money dishonestly earned accept- 
able to Him? Does He want dona- 
tions for missions from brewers and 
distillers?) 

2. A man wrong in his relation- 
ship with God will soon become 
wrong in his relationship with his 
fellows. Saul disobeyed God and 
was consequently rejected as king. 
He continued to retain office, but 
knew that his days were numbered. 
Somewhere God already had a suc- 
cessor for the throne. Doubtless this 
thought was in his mind when he 
heard the song of the women of 
Israel: ‘‘Saul hath slain his thou- 
sands, and David his ten thou- 
sands.’’ Jealousy took possession of 
him and incited him to hatred and 
attempted murder. 

Of all the passions that possess 
the human breast, jealousy is the 
most cruel. Watch it at work in 
Saul, subduing his sense -of grati- 
tude to David for his victory over 
Goliath, driving him to excessive 
eunning to contrive David’s death, 
relentlessly pursuing him even after 
David had twice spared his life. 
How we should be on our guard 
against the evil domination of jeal- 
ousy for it is the source of all kinds 
of cruelty and crime. It is a weed 
which should be drastically rooted 
out from the garden of our hearts. 

3. The judgment of God fell at 
length upon Saul through the in- 
strumentality of the Philistines, for 
God does not lack means for dealing 
with those who transgress His com- 
mandments. Yet it was Saul himself 
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who carried out the sentence of his 
ewn death—graphie reminder of the 
fact that men who sin destroy them- 
selves. It is not the will of God that 
any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance; when 
men turn their back on Him and 
rebel against His sovereignty they 
become their own executioners. 

Was Saul an altogether evil man? 
God would not have chosen him as 
Israel’s first king if he had been. 
Read David’s lament over Saul and 
Jonathan (2 Sam. 1:17-27), and 
see how this man who suffered so 
much at Saul’s hands could still 
say: ‘‘Saul and Jonathan were 
lovely and pleasant in their lives.”’ 
This man had good qualities and the 
makings of a_ great king; but 
through pride and passion he in- 
curred the judgment of God. The 
tragedy of his life sounds a warning 
te everyone to walk humbly before 
the Lord, seeking His grace to avoid 
sin and His strength to live un- 
selfishly toward men and devoutly 
toward God. 


AUGUST 24, 1952 
David Becomes King 
LESSON TEXT: 
1 Samuel 18:1-5; 14-16; 22:1-2; 2 Samuel 5:1-5 


Golden Text: “Man looketh on the out- 


ward appearance, but the Lord looketh on 
the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7). 

After Saul, David! Four lessons 
commencing today will deal with 
the greatest of Israel’s kings whose 
conduct and reign are in vivid con- 
trast with Saul’s. It must be our 
purpose to discover those qualities 
in David which earned for him the 
commendation of God—‘‘a man 
after His own heart’’ (1 Sam. 13: 
14). He was not faultless: in fact, 
David was guilty of some black sins; 
but he has a place in the New Testa- 
ment gallery of God’s good men 
(Heb. 11:32), honored there be- 
cause he was a man of faith. God 
does not seek perfect individuals 
for His tasks, of whom there was 
but one and His name was Jesus; 
but He does ask for love and loy- 
alty in those who serve Him, and 
faith in Himself as the God who 
pardons and empowers. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

The story of David occupies so 
large a portion of the historical 
books of the Old Testament that it 
would be impossible adequately to 
study them in the four lessons which 
begin today. Teachers are recom- 
mended to read 1 Samuel 16, 18, 
22 :1-2, 23 :15-18 and 2 Samuel 1 :1-2, 
2:4, 3:1, 5:1-5. 

The passages selected for pupil 
study furnish introductions to three 
important periods in David’s life. 


The first (1 Sam. 18:1-5, 14-16) 
assumes a knowledge of the contents 
of chapter 17 in which we have the 
story of David’s encounter with: 
Goliath. The emphasis of these 
verses is upon the attractiveness of 
David’s personality and character. 
In the case of Jonathan, there was 
an immediate response in his heart 
to the young stranger who had so 
signally delivered Israel from their 
enemies. The behavior of Jonathan 
is in marked contrast with Saul’s 
conduct. As heir to the throne he 
had as much reason to be jealous of 
David as Saul, but he never allowed 
his friendship for the young cham- 
pion to be shadowed by ill feeling. 

Saul’s appropriation of David 
(v. 2) was inspired by very differ- 
ent reasons. As a soldier, the king 
recognized the manly qualities of 
David, which he desired to press 
into his own service. The youth’s 
musical talents also attracted the 
king (16:16-18). His interests, 
therefore, were purely selfish, which 
in measure accounts for the tragedy 
which developed. 

David’s reaction to Jonathan’s 
friendship and Saul’s patronage 
enables us to appreciate the. solidar- 
ity of his character. He did not let 
these successes go to his head, but, 
on the contrary, ‘‘behaved himself 
wisely’’ (v. 5). Later in the chapter 
(v. 14) we are enabled to account 
for the wholesomeness of his char- 
acter: ‘‘The Lord was with him.?’ 
This exemplary conduct had two 
opposite results: it endeared David 
to the people and provoked the 
jealousy of the king. 


Homeless and Hounded 


When we turn to 1 Samuel 22:1, 
2 we find David in hiding. Saul’s 
jealousy had smoldered for a time, 
but now had broken out into demon- 
strated enmity. Jonathan, ever true 
to David, had learned of his father’s 
determination to kill his friend, and 
had warned him by a prearranged 
signal (ch. 20). Realizing that his 
life was at stake, David had fied, 
and had come at last to a cave near 
the city of Adullam, close by the 
scene of his combat with Goliath. 
There he was joined first by his 
family and then by those who had 
suffered through the misgovernment 
of Saul and who doubtless saw in 
David their only hope. These formed 
the nucleus of his followers. It is 
interesting to turn to 1 Chronicles 
12 and read the list of those who 
eventually joined David. 

It would be a mistake to suppose 
that the 400 who formed the original 
company at Adullam were organ- 
ized as a fighting force against-Saui. 
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It is certainly stated that David 
**beeame a captain over them,’’ but 
all David’s subsequent behavior re- 
vealed his unwillingness to lead any- 
thing like a rebellion against the 
king. Their association under Da- 
vid’s leadership was purely for 
mutual protection. 

The overlap between last week’s 
lesson and this means that we have 
already mentioned the final tragedy 
of Saul. Hence, to jump from the 
above Scriptures to 2 Samuel 5:1-5 
is not so unreasonable. After the 
death of Saul, David’s own tribe, 
the tribe of Judah, was first to 
acknowledge him as king (2 Sam. 
2:4). This was his second anointing 
for royal office, the first having been 
administered by Samuel in Bethle- 
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hem (1 Sam. 16:13). Now we come 
to his third anointing, this time as 
ruler over all Israel. Note that be- 
sides the qualification of leadership 
which the people recognized they 
also acknowledged that he was the 
chosen of God. (v. 2). The appoint- 
ment was met on David’s part by a 
league, or covenant, with the people, 
by which the terms of his kingship 
were defined. So began the greatest 
reign in the history of God’s people, 
for seven years as king over Judah, 
and for thirty-three years over the 
united nation. 


LESSON PLAN 
1. From Sheepfold to Palace 
a. God and a youth 
b. The patience of faith 
2. From Palace to Cave 
a. The problem of injustice 
b. The answer in character 
3. From Cave to Kingdom 
a. The triumph of right 
b. Great David’s Greater Son 

1. The great American romance 
of from log cabin to White House 
is here anticipated and surpassed. 
We never tire of hearing how an 
obseure village boy came to the no- 
tice of king Saul, and so exchanged 
his shepherd’s coat for the splendor 
of a courtier. The epic of David and 
Goliath thrills us every time we read 
it. But we must be careful to recog- 
nize that behind the courage and 
skill of David was the immutable 
purpose of God. David had been 
anointed future king of Israel by 
Samuel in the privacy of his home. 
The real drama of the subsequent 
story is to see how God brought His 
plan for this life to glorious fulfill- 
ment in spite of every obstacle. 

David himself was superbly con- 
scious of the dependability of the 
Lord. He is sharply contrasted with 
some others—Jacob, for example, 
who, although ordained by God to 
be heir to the promises could not 
wait for the divine program to 
develop but had to help it along by 
questionable means (Gen. 25:23 and 
27). Saul displayed the same la- 
mentable trait: he never could wait 
for God’s hour and for that reason 
he lost everything. Through long 
years David exercised patience and 
at length was rewarded with the 
throne of his people. 

2. But those years pose a problem. 
Why should a man like David, who 
did nothing to provoke Saul, have 
to suffer the prolonged hardships 
which were imposed upon him? The 
advantage which evil seems to enjoy 
over good has troubled the minds of 
men down the centuries, and 
troubles them still. The answer can 
only be found in the ultimates— 
Saul’s enmity did not finally tri- 
umph, but brought him to disaster ; 


and David’s suffering did him no 
permanent injury, but was the 
preface to prosperity and hap- 
piness. 

In the process of testing, David’s 
character was developed. The pa- 
tience we have remarked upon 
enriched his soul; and out of his 
tragic experience as a fugitive came 
seme of his sweetest music. The 
psalms of David could not have 
been composed without those deep 
notes which he learned in adversity. 
As a result, tried and troubled men 
and women ever since have found 
in those psalms just the message 
from God which they most needed. 

3. The purpose which God de- 
clared at David’s anointing as a 
youth in Bethlehem was delayed as 
to fulfillment, and at times seemed 
as though it must fail; but it did 
not. David’s triumph was God’s 
triumph — proof, if proof were 
needed, that the things which the 
Lord undertakes cannot miscarry. 
What a comfort that is for us indi- 
vidually! What a comfort, too, as 
we survey the troubled scene of 
today’s world! ‘‘He shall not fail 
nor be discouraged, till He have set 
judgment in the earth’’ (Isa. 42:4). 

And that Scripture directs our 
thoughts to ‘‘great David’s greater 
Son.’’ That the Father has purposed 
the triumph of His Son we are sure. 
But how long delayed that purpose 
seems to be! The forces of evil are 
strong in the world today, defying 
the reign of God, and seeking to 
destroy faith from the earth. But 
‘“‘He that sitteth in the heavens 
shall laugh: the Lord shall have 
them in derision’’ (Psa. 2:4). When 
David came to his own, those who 
had shared his Adullam experiences 
also shared his glory. So shall it be 
with those’ who are faithful to 
Christ, whose kingdom hastens to 
its consummation. 


AUGUST 31, 1952 

The Reign of David 
LESSON TEXT: 2 SAMUEL 5:6-10; 8:13-18 
Golden Text: “As for God, His way is per- 
fect; the word of the Lord is tried: He is 
a buckler to all them that trust in Him” 
(2 Sam, 22:31). 

What is good government? The 
question has a special significance 
for the American people this elec- 
tion year, and today’s lesson fur- 
nishes important answers. Of course, 
we must bear in mind that Israel 
was a nation unique in the history 
of the world. It stood in a peculiar 
relationship to God which no other 
nation has occupied. Even after the 
appointment of kings to rule this 
people it remained a theocracy— 
that is, God was its supreme ruler. 
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Hence, there was a union between 
religion and government, or church 
and state, as we would say today, 
which has no parallels under the 
dispensation of the Gospel. But in 
David’s reign we shall find prin- 
ciples which are of permanent value 
and application, which are the very 
foundation of good government, and 
which create conditions for the 
bestowment of divine blessing. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

After the death of Joshua, the 
tribe of Judah took the city of 
Jerusalem, which had remained un- 
defeated until that time (Jud. 1:8). 
One portion of the city, however, 
remained in the hands of the 


Canaanites—the stronghold of - 


Mount Zion which overlooked the 
city. Though the ideal site for the 
capital of Israel, it could not be so 
used until the enemy had_ been 
finally. driven out. David’s first 
task, therefore, after his recognition 
as king over all Israel, was to take 
this stronghold. 

The passage 2 Samuel 5 :6-10 con- 
tains several obscurities in the King 
James version. A correct translation 
of verse 6, however, makes the Jebu- 
sites say: ‘‘He will not come in 
hither, for even the blind and the 
lame shall drive thee away.’’ The 
idea of the defenders was that 
Mount Zion was so impregnable that 
even blind men and cripples could 
hold it against the assaults of David. 
‘‘Nevertheless,’’ the record con- 
tinues, ‘‘ David took the strong hold 
of Zion.’’ Then we have David’s 
orders to his men: ‘‘ Whoever 
smiteth Jebusites—let him throw 
them down the water-course: both 
‘the blind and the lame’ who are 
hated of David’s soul.’’ This use of 
the phrase ‘‘the blind and the lame’’ 
was, of course, sarcasm on David’s 
part ; it was his answer to the proud 
boast of the Jebusites. Under the 
fierceness of his attack they would 
prove no better than blind men and 
cripples. 

Having taken this strong point, 
David called it by his own name and 
made it his residence. Moreover, he 
fortified it still further, probably 
with an additional wall, extending 
inward from a castle known as 
Millo. The secret of David’s imme- 
diate success and continuing pros- 
perity is given in verse 10—‘‘The 
Lord God of hosts was with him.”’ 


Peace and Prosperity 
One after another, the enemies of 
Israel were attacked and subdued 
vnder David’s inspiring leadership. 
Chapter 8 tells how he began with 
the Philistines, and proceeded suc- 
cessively to defeat the Moabites, the 
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Ammonites, the Syrians, and the 
Amalekites. His victory over the 
Syrians gained him special fame, 
but it did not prevent the Edomites 
from rising against him. The brief 
record of their defeat, and of the 
oceupation of their cities by Israel- 
itish troops, is given in 8:14. 

The story of David’s successful 
campaigns is concluded by a list of 
his principal officers and admini- 
strators. Joab was general-in-chief. 
Jehoshaphat was prime minister. 
Zadok and Ahimelech were priests. 
Seraiah was secretary of state. 
Benaiah was probably captain of 
the bodyguard, the Cherethites and 


Pelethites perhaps being two classes 
of court servants under his control. 
Finally, David’s sons are mentioned 
as his personal advisers. ' 

The larger lesson includes the 
whole of chapter 9, and since this 
tells the delightful story of David 
and Mephibosheth teachers will want 
to include it in the lesson material. 
Mephibosheth was the only surviv- 
ing member of the house of Saul, 
and was son of Jonathan, David’s 
intimate friend. He had been five 
years old when the tragic news of 
the death of Saul and his sons 
placed his own life in jeopardy. His 
nurse had dropped the child in her 
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anxiety to hide him away, and as 
a consequence he was crippled (2 
Sam. 4:4). For the sake of Jonathan, 
David restored all of Saul’s prop- 
erty to Mephibosheth, and gave him 
a place at his own table. 


LESSON PLAN 
Characteristics of a Great Reign: 
1. Security for the Nation 
a. Internal foes subdued 
b. Foreign enemies defeated 
2. Justice for the People 
a. Good administration 
b. Fair laws 
3. Honor for the Lord 
a. The importance of faith 
4. Kindness for the Unfortunate 
a. The king and the cripple 
b. For Jonathan’s sake 

1. Since Joshua had led Israel 
into Canaan there had been almost 
unceasing war. Why? God had com- 
manded that the inhabitants of the 
land be entirely subdued, but the 
Israelites had disobeyed and spared 
the Canaanites. Recent lessons have 
shown how these tribes ensnared 
God’s people with their idolatry 
and ganged up against them in con- 
stant aggression. One pocket of re- 
sistance was in Jerusalem itself. 
David took immediate steps against 
this, for he knew that the security 
cf his reign depended upon it. Has 
America any internal enemies which 
need to be faced and defeated in 
God’s name? What of the liquor 
traffic, gambling, narcotics, graft, 
immorality ? 

David also organized against sur- 
rounding nations which had for long 
cppressed the Israelites. Under 
God’s blessing he scored victory 
after victory. Because he trusted in 
the Lord his way was successful, and 
he was preserved from defeat and 
disaster (8:14). It was David who 
wrote : ‘‘Some trust in chariots, and 
some in horses: but we will remem- 
ber the name of the Lord our God’’ 
(Psa. 20:7). What lesson has this 
for America today? 

2. Good government was provided 
by David, who ‘‘executed judgment 
and justice unto all his people’’ 
(8:15). He chose worthy men to 
oceupy office, and through them ad- 
ministered wisely and for the na- 
tion’s good. Should Christians be 
interested in those who fill positions 
in government? What should be 
their attitude toward this year’s 
elections? Are we enough in prayer 
that the right people may come to 
power? 

Essential to David’s program 
were good laws fairly administered. 
Can we expect a great nation if our 
laws are corrupt, either at the fed- 
eral or state level? What of some of 
our liquor laws? What of the official 
attitude toward gambling? Is it 
enough to have good laws? They 
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must surely be upheld and fairly 
applied. If money or social influence 
ean enable a person to avoid the 
consequence of law-breaking, is that 
good for a nation? 

3. David’s list of officials included 
the appointment of priests. Why, 
then, do we oppose the continued 
control of the church by govern- 
ment? Israel was a theocracy—God 
was its ruler. God no longer works 
through one nation but through in- 
dividuals. The American govern- 
ment does not represent God in the 
world, although it owes obedience 
to God. The spiritual kingdom 
which has replaced Israel in God’s 
present program has only one head, 
namely, Christ. Therefore there can 
be no union of church and state, al- 
though there may be co-operation, 
and a recognition on the part of 
governments and of people of the 
claims of God. 

4. Unless love has a place in 
human relationships there can be 
no real happiness or blessing. 
David’s treatment of Mephibosheth 
was amazing for his time. Obviously 
Mephibosheth was seared by David’s 
summons, knowing well that abso- 
lute monarchs had usually no mercy 
fer the families of their enemies. 
But he was surprised by the gener- 
esity of the king, who restored to 
him what he had lost, and gave him 
a place of honor in his own court. 

‘For Jonathan’s sake’’ David 
did it. So the mercy we receive from 
the Lord is ‘‘for Jesus’ sake.’’ God’s 
government is based on love, and 
its glory is the forgiveness it dis- 
penses to offending sinners ‘‘for 
Jesus’ sake.’’ 


SEPTEMBER 7, 1952 
A Humble and Greathearted Leader 
LESSON TEXT: 

2 SAMUEL 12:1-7a, 13:15; 18:32-33; 24:24 
Golden Text: “Create in me a clean heart, 
O God; and renew a right spirit within 
me” (Psa. 51:10). 

An abundance of material, con- 
taining the greater part of 2 Samuel 
from chapter 11 to the end, is avail- 
«able to teachers for this lesson. 
Clearly it will be necessary to make 
selections from this mass of inci- 
dents, and the passages printed 
above will furnish introductions to 
three events in David’s life which 
afford impressive glimpses into his 
spiritual experience and progress. 

While we cannot judge Old Testa- 
ment characters in the light of the 
fuller revelation which came in 
Christ, yet we find that the Bible 
itself makes no attempt to gloss over 
the seriousness of their sins. So 
unsparing are the Scriptures in 
their exposure of the mistakes and 
sins of the greatest men that we are 


sometimes prone to remember their 
shortcomings and to overlook their 
exemplary qualities. Today’s lesson 
begins with the offense committed by 
David in his relationship with 
Bathsheba, but it proceeds to the 
story of his repentance and to other 
incidents which help us to under- 
stand why he should be referred to 
as a man after God’s own heart 
(1 Sam. 13:14). 


LESSON MATERIAL 

2 Samuel 12:1-7a.—These verses 
contain the sequel to David’s sin 
recorded in the previous chapter. 
The teacher’s references to this 
shameful incident will be influenced 
by the ages of the pupils. As far as 


‘ possible it should be emphasized 


that Satan seduced David by a 
temptation which he continues to 
use with equally disastrous results. 
Many a promising servant of God 
has ended his ministry ignomini- 
cusly for the same reason that David 
fell: he has yielded to the allure- 
ments of the flesh. For the Chris- 
tian, all inducements to forbidden 
indulgence must be met in the light 
of the Master’s words: ‘‘ Whosoever 
looketh on a woman to lust after 
her hath committed adultery with 
her already: in’ his heart’’ (Mt. 
5:28). 

Nathan’s parable, it would ap- 
pear, was not brought to David 
until after the birth of Bathsheba’s: 
son—long enough for the king to 
miss the connection between the 
story of the ewe lamb and his own 
sin. In what was doubtless sincere 
indignation against the mean crime 
which the prophet rehearsed David 
pronounced his own sentence. Na- 
than’s piercing rejoinder: ‘‘Thou 
art the man!’’ struck -him to the 
heart. 

2 Samuel 12:13-15a.— David’s 
confession must be read together 
with Psalm 51 in order to appre- 
ciate the depth of his remorse and 
the consequent forgiveness of God. 
Yet we must note that his iniquity 
cid not go unpunished: the child 
died, bringing inexpressible sorrow 
to David, as recorded in the verses 
which follow. God’s grace in for- 
giveness may save from the eternal 
consequences of sin but need not 
necessarily deliver from its imme- 
diate results. 


A Rebellious Son 


2 Samuel 18:32, 33.—The second 
creat sorrow in David’s life was 
oeeasioned by grave immorality be- 
tween his own children—so did his 
own transgression rebound upon his 
head. Out of that tragedy came a 
third great grief—the revolt of 
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Absalom, David’s son. In chapter 
15 we read how Absalom turned 
the hearts of the people away from 
his father toward himself, and _ be- 
came so bold as to arrange that he 
should be proclaimed king (15:10). 
The conspiracy had gone too far for 
David to offer resistance, and so he 
fled from Jerusalem (v. 14). When 
justice finally caught up with Ab- 
salom, his royal father pleaded, 
**Deal gently for my sake with the 
young man’’ (18:5); but the rebel 
prince was slain. The two verses 
selected describe how David received 
the report of his death. 

2 Samuel 24:24.—It will be 
necessary to read this entire chap- 
ter. David sinned by his military 
census because of pride and reliance 
upon human resources rather than 
upon God. It appears that the 
people were associated with him in 
his offense, and they were therefore 
involved in God’s judgment. Pesti- 
lence struck the nation, but was 
stayed when the king accepted full 
responsibility and implored the 
Lord to punish him rather than the 
people. What tenderness there is in 
his plea: ‘‘These sheep, what have 
thev done?’’ (v. 17). 

Under direction from Gad, David 
proceeded to offer a sacrifice to the 
Lord. Aratnah, a Gentile, who 
seems to have worshiped God, of- 
fered to give the king his thresh- 
ingfloor as a site for the altar. But 
David answered with noble words: 
‘‘Nay; but I will surely buy it of 
thee at a price: neither will I offer 
burnt offerings unto the Lord my 
God of that which doth cost me 
nothing.’”’ 


LESSON PLAN 
1. A Cleansed Heart 
a. The gravity of the sin 
b. The greatness of the pardon 
2. A Chastened Heart 
a. The sins of the fathers 
b. A father’s grief 
3. A Grateful Heart 
a. The king intercedes 
b. A royal sacrifice 
1. Bearing in mind the adult 
topic for today’s lesson, ‘‘ David’s 
Spiritual Growth,’’ we use these 
three incidents to indicate the 
Lord’s dealings with this man. 
Modern movie makers may try to 
gloss over the gravity of David’s 
sin with Bathsheba, but not the 
Bible. There it stands in all its 
ugliness: adultery and murder com- 
mitted by the man who should have 
set his people an example of God- 
ward obedience and neighborly de- 
ecency. In the light of David’s fall 
everyone needs to examine his own 
heart and continually seek the grace 
of God that he may overcome the 
subtlety of the Devil. 
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The regenerate character of David 
is reveaied in his capacity for great 
shame. Once he had been convicted 
of his: sin he was broken down with 
contrition. Read Psalm 51 and mark 
the sobs of this fallen Greatheart. 
But great sin, followed by great 
shame, led to great salvation. David 
experienced the abundant mercy of 
God, and could afterward sing: 
**Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
forget not all His benefits: who for- 
giveth all thine iniquities’’ (Psa. 
103 :2-3). 

2. We remember that Jacob, who 
practiced deception against his blind 
father, was himself deceived by his 
uncle Laban. So David reaped the 
whirlwind in the waywardness of 
his own children. As he had sur- 
rendered to the lust of the flesh, 
grief dogged his footsteps in the 
tragedies of his own household. The 
stdtement of the Decalogue: ‘‘ Visit- 
ing the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children’’ (Ex. 20:5) declares 
en inescapable law. How often 


parents have seen their own follies 


ard sins perpetuated in itksir chil- 
dren! . 

The death of Absalom broke 
David’s heart. ‘‘Would God I had, 
died for thee,’’ he sobbed: Did he by 
this experience of grief learn some- 
thing of the sorrow which he had 
oceasioned the Heavenly Father? 
We may hope and believe so. For 
ourselves,. we need the reminder 
that the offenses which others 
commit against us are as nothing 
compared with our transgressions 
against the laws of Heaven. If we 
can feel sorrow at the ingratitude 
of those who should love us, what 
of the Lord? 

3. When David numbered the 
hosts of Israel he committed an 
cffense against the Lord which 
brought prompt retribution. Beauti- 
ful indeed, however, was his will- 
ingness to accept the responsibility 
and bear the punishment. Now his 
spiritual education was nearing 
completion; he could so far enter 
into the heart of the Lord as to be 
willing to bear God’s judgments 
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that others might go free. David’s 
transgressions, as well as yours and 
mine, are forgiven because the 
Prince of glory stood in our place 
at the bar of judgment, and received 
the punishment that was due to us. 

The last picture we have of David 
reveals the gratitude of his heart. 
He wanted to raise an altar to God, 
and was unwilling to do it at no 
cost to himself. The Lord’s goodness 
demanded some token of love, and 
so the king paid for the threshing- 
fioor of Araunah in order that he 
might there confess his debt to God, 
and declare his gratitude. With all 
his faults, David appears before us 
as a man of deep spiritual under- 
standing, whose experience of the 
divine merey led him to adoring 
worship. 


SEPTEMBER 14, 1952 

David's Religious Contribution 
LESSON TEXT: 

2 SAMUEL 7:18-19, 25-29; 23:1-4 
Golden Text: “Serve the Lord with glad- 
ness: come before His presence with sing- 
ing” (Psa. 100:2). 

No estimate of David’s greatness 
could be complete without consider- 
ation of his personal spirituality, 
his contribution to the religious life 
of his nation, and the inheritance 
which he left to all God’s people in 
the psalms. 

For the effective development of 
this lesson teachers will need to 
draw upon their general knowledge 
of David’s religious activities, thus 
supp!ementing the Scripture selec- 
tions. Their purpose must be to 
show that it was his relationship 
toward God which made David 
truly great, making him not only 
a good king but also the spiritual 
benefactor of multitudes of people 
down the centuries. 


LESSON MATERIAL 
Both chapters 6 and 7 should be 
read for an adequate understand- 
ing of the verses selected (7 :18-19, 
25-29). After the return of the ark 
of God by the Philistines, it had 
remained in the house of Abinadab 
(1 Sam. 7:1-2) at Kirjath-jearim, 
or Baalah. Now that Israel was 
vnited under the kingship of David, 
however, and a capital had been 
set up at Jerusalem, it was right that 
the sacred ark, by which God mani- 
fested His presence among His 
people, should be brought up to that 
city. We need not concern ourselves 
with the incidents of the actual 
journey, interesting and significant 
though they are. Our present pur- 
pose is to indicate David’s zeal for 
the Lord. The ark, once arrived in 
Jerusalem, was housed ‘‘in the midst 
of the tabernacle that David had 


pitched for it’’ (6:17). 

As David enjoyed his beautiful 
palace on Mount Zion (5:9) he 
contemplated the unworthy accom- 
modation of the sacred ark, and 
planned to construct a temple for its 
resting place. In this he had Na- 
than’s immediate concurrence, until 
the prophet received contrary. in- 
struction from the Lord (7 :4ff). No 
reason was given for the Lord’s re- 
jection of David’s plan, except the 
reason of the divine disapproval. 
God had an alternative to propose. 
Instead of David’s building Him a 
house, He would build a house for 
David—not of bricks and stones, 
but of men, a ‘‘kingdom for ever.’’ 
We need the New Testament to 
interpret this promise, for it had 
fulfillment in our Lord Jesus, who 
was of the line of David, concern- 
ing whom the angel said: ‘‘ He shall 
reign over the house of Jacob for 
ever; and of His Kingdom there 
shall be no end’’ (Lk. 1:33). 

David’s reaction to this announce- 
ment, which involved disappoint- 
ment for him, reveals the heart of 
this man. He willingly submitted to 
God’s alternative, expressing him- 
self in words of thanksgiving and 
praise. Our class verses (18-19) 
disclose a spirit of beautiful hu- 
mility. David felt himself entirely 
unworthy of the promises of God. 
The phrase, ‘‘Is this the manner 
cof man, O Lord God?’’ (19) pre- 
sents difficulties that have never 
been satisfactorily answered. It is 
best to recognize a textual am- 
biguity here, although the sense of 
David’s words is clear. He was pro- 
testing his unworthiness and declar- 
ing his gratitude. Verses 25-29 con- 
tinue the king’s outpouring of heart 
for the goodness of God. 


David’s Last Song 

Coming to 2 Samuel 23:1-4, we 
have David’s last words. They are 
preceded in the previous chapter 
by a psalm which appears as num- 
ber 18 in the Book of Psalms. Then, 
on his death bed, the king sum- 
marizes his poetic ministry with 
(1) a claim to inspiration by the 
Spirit of the Lord, and (2) a 
Messianic prophecy which reveals 
how fully David understood the im- 
port of God’s promise. Edersheim 
offers this literal rendering of 
verses 3 and 4: 


A Ruler over man, righteous, 

A Ruler in the fear of God— 

And as the light of the morning, 
when riseth the sun— 

Morning without clouds— 

From the shining forth after rain 
sprouts the green out of the earth. 
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This was the goal of David’s pro- 
phetic psalmody: the coming of a 
Righteous Ruler, to govern all men, 
and to be as the brightness of the 
morning after the darkness of night. 
Who could it be but Jesus? 

The sacred historian pays delight- 
ful tribute to David in verse 1, 
where he is described as ‘‘the sweet 
psalmist of Israel.’’ Persistent ef- 
forts are made to deny David’s 
authorship of any of the psalms— 
here, as in other attacks on Scrip- 
tural reliability, the stumbling block 
is the prophetic element. But no 
criticism can erase David’s influ- 
ence, which radiates from the New 
Testament as well as the Old; and 
today’s lesson calls us to realize that 
it was his spiritual qualities, more 
than his physical attributes, which 
placed him in the front rank of men. 


LESSON PLAN 
1, The Contribution of David's Example 
a. His zeal for God : 
b. His humility 
c. His gratitude 
2. The Contribution of David's Genius 
a. The Psalms in David's experience 
b. The Psalms in human life 
c. The Psalms in Messianic content 
1. In the estimation of the Jews, 
and in the verdict of history, David 
is the hero of the Israelitish people. 
His greatness cannot be assessed 
alone on the levels of military suc- 
cess, political wisdom, or literary 
genius, although he exemplified all 
these. His own people, and all Chris- 
tians, recognize David as a spiritual 
force, his faults and failings not- 
withstanding. Prominent among his 
qualities of excellence was his zeal 
for God. It was this which stirred 
him to indignation over the defiance 
of Goliath (1 Sam. 17:26). The 
same noble impulse caused him to 
bring the ark up to Jerusalem and 
plan adequate accommodation for 
it. With David it was God first. 
This trait was linked with his 
personal humility. So, when the ark 
was brought to Jerusalem, he for- 
got his dignity as a king and yielded 
to the impulse of unrestrainable 
joy. When God intimated to him 
that his plan to build a temple was 
not then acceptable, David willingly 
submitted and changed his plan. 
This is a mark of true humility ; the 
proud heart does not want to alter 
its program even for God. Then, 
when the Lord revealed His purpose 
to bless David and his house, the 
king was overwhelmed with a sense 
of his unworthiness. Some people 
think God should always be doing 
things for them; but this man, 
though a great king, felt undeserv- 
ing of the Lord’s mercies. 
Because he was humble he was 
elso grateful. No quality is more 
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important or more rare. Because we 
seem to think that God owes us His 
favors, we are short in gratitude. 
Not so David. Think how many of 
his psalms are expressions of praise! 
The twenty-third Psalm may be 
taken as an example. God’s goodness 
gladdened his heart and imspired 
him to song: and as a result of this 
man’s gratitude millions have been 
helped and blessed by words of un- 
paralleled beauty. 

2. Undoubtedly David’s greatest 
spiritual legacy is the psalms which 
he wrote. They were born in his own 
experience, sometimes of tragedy, 
sometimes of joy. But their abiding 
value is not so much in their reflec- 
tion of the moods and experiences 
of David himself and of humanity 
as a whole as it is in their recog- 
nition of God. It was because David 
lived near the Lord that his songs 
are so spiritually enriching. 

Ever since they were composed, 
the Psalms of David have been 
prized for their spiritual power. 
Undoubtedly many of them were 
composed for use in worship services 
in the Temple; and in many Chris- 
tian churches they are still sung. 
But their chief blessing has been in 
individual application, for the saints 
of God have found in these inspired 
compositions whatever they have 
needed of divine helpfulness: en- 


couragement, rebuke, hope, praise, 
confession, exultation, and comfort. 
Books have been written on the 
value of the Psalms to men and 
women in all circumstances of life; 
and most experienced Christians 
could add their own chapters. 

David did not only write about 
himself, however. Throughout the 
literature which bears his name 
there are references to Somebody 
greater than he: a King indeed, who 
through suffering should establish 
an everlasting kingdom. David kept 
alive the expectation of the coming 
Messiah in the hearts of Israel; and 
as we read his prophecies of the 
Saviour, such as the one we find in 
Psalm 22, we gain a new apprecia- 
tion of the love of God for us, of 
the wonder of Christ’s atoning 
work, and of the eternal plan and 
purpose which provided ‘‘a lamb 
slain from the foundation of the 
world.’’ David’s greatest spiritual 
contribution is one we may all make: 
we may point men to Jesus. 





Are You in Need of a Season of 
Convalescence or Rest? 
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The New Testament, in the Language of 
the People by Charles B. Williams, 
Moody Press, Chicago. 575 p. $3.00. 
An earlier edition of this translation 

was commended to our readers in the 

first issue of Ererniry in these terms: 

“The Moody Press has done for us a 
fine service in re-issuing the Williams 
translation of the New Testament. It is 
not only a splendid rendering of the 
original text, but it displays the ability 
to take a Greek idiom and bring it across 
into the equivalent English idiom. Too, 
it conserves for us in the English the 
1ich color of the Greek, as shown by 
the full use of the various tenses. It is 
excellent in its weakness, for where a 
passage may be called into question, the 
translator has furnished us with copious 
footnotes from the original which allows 
us to make a personal decision.” 

Our only suggested improvement has 
now been made: this new edition in- 
cludes verse numbers. 

R.L.K. 


The World’s Religions. Edited by J. N. D. 
Anderson. London, The Inter-Varsity 
Fellowship. 196 p., bibliography, index. 
$2.00. 

This is a book which should be in the 
classrooms of every Bible Institute and 
Theological Seminary in the country. It 
would be a: good provision in any such 
school to state that no student could 
receive a diploma without having read 
this book and written an essay on it. 
Colonel Anderson, formerly Senior 
Scholar at Trinity College, Cambridge, 
and at present Lecturer in Islamic Law, 
School of Oriental and African Studies, 
in the University of London, has done 
a magnificent job of assembling seven 
essays by experts in the separate fields, 
and putting them in one volume. Any- 
one who is going to be a missionary in 
Africa, or among the primitive peoples 
of Asia, or Latin America, or the islands 
of the sea should practically memorize 
Houghton’s chapter on Animism. Manley 
and Neech have collaborated on the 
chapter on Hinduism. David Bentley- 
Taylor is the author of the study on 
Buddhism. H. D. Leuner’s essay presents 
Judaism, not from the Bible but from 
the Jewish viewpoint. S. C. Woodward 
has written on Shinto while Norman 
Baker has done the work on Confucian- 
ism. Colonel Anderson has done the edit- 
ing, the summary and the secton on 
Islam. 

To me, the finest thing in the book 
is the seven-page Epilogue in which 
Cclonel Anderson shows why there is no 


32 





chapter on Christianity, which is not a 
religion but a divine revelation. He 
shows that a synthesis of other religions 
is impossible; that only the Judaism of 
the Old Testament can be considered as 
a forerunner of the full revelation in 
Christ. He shows that Animism is a 
degradation from the religion of the true 
God once known, and not the first step 
of primitive man groping upwards. 

The editor is not afraid to name the 
other religions as “Satanic substitutes, 
however good they may be in parts.” 
There is an excellent statement of the 
simplicity of the Gospel and an appeal 
for all students of comparative religion 
to turn back to the New Testament and 
to Christ. This book will be excellent for 
missionary societies or other study-class 
groups or young people’s groups who 
wish to study comparative religions. 

D.GB. 


Practical Christian Living. J. Arthur 
Springer. Moody Press, Chicago. 256 p. 
$3.00. 

“Christian ethics consists of the study 
and practice of moral conduct, positively 
and negatively, as set forth in the Bible 
and in nature and reason.” Mr. Springer, 
teacher of English Bible and Christian 
ethics at Moody Bible Institute, does not 
aim at an exhaustive work on ethics, but 
he does give a brief, clear, consistent, 
practical treatise on Christian ethics. 
Within this book, there is presented a 
course of instruction on the essential 
elements of Christian ethics; it is suitable 
for Bible Institute use or personal study. 

Many readers will differ on minor 
judgments; some of the arguments will 
appear to be irrelevant; some will feel 
that there is undue negative stress; and 
others will miss more detailed guidance 
upon the problems of Christian courtship, 
or other arras, but the book is an honest 
ene and worthy of consideration. Mr. 
Springer’s aim has been to set forth a 
system of Christian ethics that is truly 
Biblical and in this easy-to-read book 
he has done so. R.N.O. 


The New Bible Handbook. G. T. Manley, 


general editor. The Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship, Chicago. xii. 
465 p. $4.00. 


The Bible Handbook, like a concord- 
ance, is meant to be an aid to Bible 
study. Its avowed purpose “is to help 
those who read the Bible to enter into 
a fuller understanding of its meaning, 
end thus to learn the will of God and 
to experience a closer sense of com- 
munion with Christ Himself.” It is to be 


used in conjunction with Bible reading, 
preferably of a systematic sort. 

Part one deals with inspiration and 
authority, text, canon, modern criticism, 
and principles of interpretation. This is 
followed by detailed treatment of each 
division and each book of the Old and 
New Testaments, including a discussion 
of authorship and date, an analysis of 
the contents, and suggestions for further 
study. The point of view is consistently 
conservative. 

The Handbook is the work of twenty- 
three competent scholars who bring to 
their scholarship a profound reverence 
for the Bible as the inspired Word of 
God. 

The Handbook is intended for “all 
who are ready to give serious attention 
to a right approach to, and a right 
understanding of the Bible.” To all such 
among our readers we suggest its use. 

M.AB. 


The Silence of God. Sir Robert Ander- 
son. Kregel Publications, Grand Rap- 
ids, Mich. 214 p. $2.00. 

The Silence of God by Sir Robert 
Anderson, is a classic in Christian litera- 
ture. The fact that this is the ninth 
edition speaks for itself. The popularity 
of the book may be accounted for in 
that it answers a question which every- 
one then—when it was first written, and 
everyone now—at the ninth edition, is 
asking, “Why doesn’t God do something 
about present conditions? Why is He 
silent?” 

This work by Sir Robert Anderson is 
excellent because he brings together 
statements by the world’s great who 
have become confused by God’s refusal 
to intervene in the world’s present 
turmoil. We also might cite our worldly 
prophets who have been baffled by 
God’s taciturnity. Sir Robert points out 
how many have turned to unbelief and 
downright atheism because of not know- 
ing what to expect from the silence of 
God. 

The Silence of God is excellent for 
another reason. It sets forth the doctrine 
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that our faith is not based upon experi- 
ence—ordinary or extraordinary. Our 
faith is based upon the Word of God 
alone. He emphatically denies that we 
need evidences for our faith. For ex- 
ample he sets forth the doctrine of 
miracles and shows that for our age 
particularly they were not performed 
that we might believe the Gospel. They 
were performed that people might benefit 
by them. This book is a clear call back 
to faith in the Bible, not because it can 
be proven by the world, but because it 
is what it claims to be—the Word of 
God. We should have as our constant 
attitude “Thus saith the Lord.” 
Everyone who is a leader of men 
should read this volume and study it 
with care. Then it will be discovered 
that The Silence of God may be in 
existence in the world, but that God is 
quite vocal, even about world affairs, in 
His Word. R.LK. 


The Life and Journeys of Paul. Charles 
Ferguson Ball. Moody Press, Chicago, 
Ill., 1951. 315 p. $3.00. 

This well-illustrated, beautifully 
printed, book is one in The Bible Series 
for Christian Elementary Schools pub- 
lished by Moody Press. The series seek 
to give the child an intimate knowledge 
of the Scriptural narrative, dealing with 
the origin, authorship, history, and con- 
tents of the various books. Dr. Ball’s 
book accomplishes this purpose for the 
book of Acts and the Epistles of Paul. 

The book is written primarily for 
junior high students, but older Chris- 
tians will profit greatly by reading this 
book which combines Scripture, his- 
tory, and imagination to a high degree 
of satisfaction. The humanness of the 
great apostle, his unflinching devotion 
to Christ, and the splendor of the 
power of the Holy Spirit in the early 
church are set forth with convincing 
power. This reviewer, apart from minor 
differences, felt concern at two points. 
One, the writing is a bit stiff and 
grown-up for junior high youngsters. 
Two, how is the young reader to know 
where the author stopped using Scrip- 
ture and started using his imagination? 

R.N.O. 


“He Expounded.” A Guide to Exposi- 
tory Preaching. Douglas M. White. 
Moody Press, Chicago. 143 p., bibli- 
ography, index. $2.50. 

This is a book for preachers. Every 
preacher should have it. The young man 
still in Bible school or seminary or just 
beginning his ministry is fortunate in- 
deed to have such a book available. It 
can “make” his ministry. 

There are realiy very few books deal- 
ing with the technique of expository 
preaching, and relatively few pages de- 
voted to the subject in the standard 
works on homiletics. No other book 
could be of more practical help, for, in 
non-technical language, it tells how to 
prepare «an expository sermon. The 
reader is led step by step through the 
various processes. One of the most help- 
ful things about the book is the actual 
working through a chapter of the Scrip- 
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tures under the author’s guidance. There 
are several illustrations of the expository 
method by way of outlines on various 
passages of Scripture, and there is a 
full-length expository sermon presented 
in illustration of the method set forth in 
the book. 

The volume is well written. The au- 
thor’s style is clear and persuasive. The 
kook is as interesting as it is instructive. 
The writer is himself an expository 
preacher and has produced two books of 
expository messages as well as articles 
for leading Christian magazines. 

The man who wants to make his 
ministry count will do well to examine 
this book carefully. It will stir his heart 
and fill his mind with good things. It 


. will teach him how to set forth the 


message of the Bible simply and effec- 
tively. Any preacher who follows the 
practical suggestions in this book will 
undoubtedly be a better preacher. 
H.W.O. 


The Death of Christ. James Denney, 
edited by R. V. G. Tasker. Tyndale 
Press, London. 207 p. $1.40. 
Theological thinking today is forced 

to restudy certain crucial areas of 
thought: the nature of revelation and 
inspiration, the nature of the atone- 
ment, the nature of the Church, and 
the meaning of eschatology. This superb 
book deals with the heart of our faith, 
the death of Christ. 

James Denney was a prominent New 
Testament scholar of the United Free 
Church of Scotland in the early part of 
this century. His work in the New 
Testament was so strong and relevant 
that recent scholars return to him again 
and again for guidance. This volume is 
a revised edition of The Death of Christ 
first published in 1902. Although it is 
essentially the same as the original, the 
editor has simplified the language and 
omitted some lengthy arguments against 
contemporary writers whose works are 
now out of print. 

The death of Christ is examined in 
the words of the New Testament itself. 
Every relevant passage is examined with 
care and rich insight. This is a Biblical 
account of the death of Christ and offers 
a splendid corrective to our shallow 
thinking concerning the cross. Denney 
shows that Christ died for our sins and 
that this means a “vicarious” or “sub- 
stitutionary” death. We cannot consider 
the cross as a demonstration of love to 
sinners if this substitutionary character 
is denied. 

In thinking about the effect of this 
book, there are several thoughts that 
compel attention. First, the unity of the 
New Testament in regard to the death of 
Christ is fully and clearly set forth. 
Although the various New Testament 
writers are using different words, the 
same truth is wonderfully proclaimed: 
“Christ died for our sins.” Secondly, 
Denney maintains not only the unity of 
teaching on this subject, but also the 
fact that this teaching on the death of 
Christ is central to the Word. “The 
death of Christ is the center of gravity 
in the Christian world.” “Christ bore 





our sins. Mysterious and awful as this 
thought is, it is the key to the whole of 
the New Testament.” The cross is cru- 
cial; no cross, no gospel! Thirdly, we 
must never separate Christian theology ' 
from Christian preaching. If we mis- 
understand the cross, we misunderstand 
the essence of Christianity and our 
preaching is not truly Christian preach- 
ing. 

One wonders if “liberals” have ever 
really faced this book. The reviewer 
hopes that many young pastors and 
students will digest this book. Because 
Dr. Denney gets under the surface of the 
words, many a difficult passage will be 
illuminated by careful, forceful inter- 
pretation. Without agreeing with all 
details, this writer urges the purchase of 
the Death of Christ to stir your sense of 
wonder, to grant richer insight into the 
core of our faith, and to rekindle the 
desire to spread the Good News. 

R.N.O. 


Oneness With Christ. Bishop W. R. Nich- 
olson, D.D. Kregel, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
284 p. $3.00. 

Dr. Wilbur M. Smith includes this title 
in his list of the first one hundred best 
books for the Bible Student’s Library, 
and comments as follows: “. . . before 
I purchased any other one volume on 
Colossians, I certainly would secure this 
one: these lectures came from the heart 
and mind of an intellectual and spiritual 
giant; they will communicate power and 
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inspiration to every one who carefully 
and expectantly reads them.” 

Bishop Nicholson was a member of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, but in 1873 
he resigned his rectorship to throw in 
his lot with the newly organized Re- 
formed Episcopal denomination. He soon 
became Dean of the Faculty and Pro- 
fessor of Exegesis and Pastoral Theology 
in the Reformed Episcopal Seminary of 
Philadelphia. He died full of years and 
honors in 1901. This commentary was 
originally edited by James M. Gray and 
is now reissued in an attractive volume 
with good-paper and clear type. 

R.N.O. 


Who Is Jesus? George W. Truett. Wm. 
B. Eerdmanns Publishing Co. Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 171 p. $2.50. 

George W. Truett, the American Spur- 
geon, now in glory, still lives through his 
writings. Who Is Jesus? is a collection of 
fourteen of his messages which he de- 
livered to the people of the First Baptist 
Church, Dallas. The messages are taken 
from the Gospels and have to do with 
the Person and work of our Lord. 

To the student of preaching this little 
book will be a cherished volume. It is 
good for all preachers to study the 
method of good preaching from one of 
the princely preachers. Some of the 
subjects presented are: Who is Jesus? 
The Mission of Jesus, Jesus Our Con- 
fidant, When Jesus Rejoiced, and nine 
other messages. 

R.LK. 


The Fruit of the Sycamore Tree. J. Ver- 
non McGee, The Van Kampen Press, 
Wheaton, Ill. 81 p. $1.00. 

Vernon McGee, pastor of the Church 
of the Open Door, Los Angeles, gives us 
a book of five messages which has to 
do with subjects of current interest. He 
begins with a message on salvation based 
upon the life of Zacchaeus and the tree 
he made famous. Then there is a sermon 
on the Tribulation and as to whether or 
not the Church will pass through it. An 
interesting treatment of The Offense of 
the Cross comprises the third article. The 
fourth message is taken from the first 
chapter of Isaiah and is well applied to 
the problems of our day. The last homily 
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has to do with The Greatest Sin In All 
the World—the sin against love, based 
upon the story of Hosea. This book will 
net tax one’s mental powers and is 
appropriate for light summer reading. 


R.LK. 


Saints Alive. James R. Adair. Van 
Kampen Press, Wheaton, Ill. 1951. 
159 p. $2.00. 

If you are at all interested in biog- 
raphy, you will find this little book 
fascinating. Saints Alive is a collection 
of twenty-two character sketches about 
real people who know Christ and are 
living for Him in their particular 
stations in life. The people described 
are quite diverse in background and 
occupation, but they are alike in that 
they have found Christ and are satis- 
fied in Him. The value of this readable 
book is that it demonstrates that saint- 
hood is not relegated to haloed people 
of the past, but that real sainthood is 
to turn to the Lord and serve Him 
faithfully day by day. RN.O. 


The Wonders of the Great Unveiling. 
L. Sale Harrison. Sale Harrison Pub- 
lications, Seattle, Wash. 213 p. $2.25. 

The Anglo-Saxon Nation or Is Britain 
Ephraim and America Manasseh? 
L. Sale Harrison. Sale Harrison Pub- 
lications, Seattle, Wash. 39 p. $.50. 
Here are two new editions of impor- 

tant books by a veteran Bible teacher. 

The Wonders of the Great Unveiling 

has been revised and enlarged. This is 

an exposition of the Book of Revelation, 
and follows the interpretation given by 
premillennialists. There is a warm devo- 
tion to Christ evident throughout the 
volume which makes the reading of it 

a spiritual blessing. The author seeks 

to make a very practical application of 

the truths of the Revelation so that its 
message is seen to be of great impor- 
tance. 

The smaller work on The Anglo-Saxon 
Nation treats of the British-Israel doc- 
trine promulgated by some. The teach- 
ings of British-Israelism are carefully 
examined and adequately handled. This 
is deserving of study. : 

H.W.O. 


THE ART OF LIVING 
(Continued from page 23) 


Avoid comparing yourself with 
cthers either to your advantage or 
disadvantage. Develop the ‘‘I can’’ 
mentality and attitude to life—and 
con’t forget to add ‘‘in Him that 
strengtheneth me’’ (Phil. 4:13). 
For that addition does make all the 
difference. Unaided, the human per- 
sonality is weak and frail: subject 
to changing moods, to strange and 
harassing fears, to crippling in- 
feriority, a man needs to be rein- 
fereed from beyond himself. He is 
not to tackle these enemies alone, 
but in partnership. That is the basic 
truth: ‘‘I ean do all things in Him 
that strengtheneth me.’’ 


CONQUERING 
WORRY 


Worry is a ter- 
rible enemy of 
peace and happi- 
ness, yet in spite of this we do not 
usually regard it as a great evil. 
Perhaps because it is so widespread 
end familiar we are apt to condone 
it with some such words as: ‘‘Oh, 
I’m the worrying type; I can’t help 
it, it’s my nature.’’ But it is folly 
either to excuse or make light of 
worry. Long experience and the 
modern psychologist alike confirm 
the teaching of Christ that anxiety 
is enemy number one to a full life. 
Indeed, a doctor has described it as 


_ enemy number one-and-a-half, since 


it is directly or indirectly responsi- 
ble for many diseases both of mind 
and body. Furthermore, it paralyzes 
all constructive effort—‘‘our doubts 
are traitors, and make us lose the 
good we oft might win by fearing to 
attempt’’ (Shakespeare). It in- 
capacitates a man for adventurous 
living, and is all so wasteful of 
personal energy, so wearing, and so 
futile; for ‘‘which of you by being 
anxious can add one cubit unto his 
stature?’’ (Mt. 6:27). And yet the 
knowledge of all this does not in 
itself cure the trouble. ‘‘Don’t 
worry’’ is itself futile advice, and 
is rather like saying to a fever- 
stricken patient, ‘‘Don’t be hot!’’ 
It is the cure of the complaint which 
must concern us here. 

We must begin by making some 
vital distinctions; distinguishing 


‘between fear and anxiety on the one 


hand, and between forethought and 
anxiety on the other. Fear is a neces- 
sary element in all human, as in 
animal, life; we should be ill-equip- 
ped to meet danger without it. 
Fearlessness is not a desirable ideal. 
As Aristotle truly said, ‘‘a man 
would deserve to be called insane 
or insensible if there were nothing 
that he feared.’’ It is fear that pre- 
vents us from falling under buses, 
or leads the surgeon to take elab- 
orate precautions before commencing 
to operate. God created fear, which 
is a primary and natural human 
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‘emotion, but He intended it to be 
our servant, not our master. 

Anxiety is fear out of control. 
Christ pointed to the birds as an 
illustration of freedom from anxiety 
(see Mt. 6:26). Now, of course, 
birds can and do experience fear. 
That is the reaction of the blackbird 
to the boy’s sling shot. The natural 
creatures feel fear in the ‘‘danger’’ 
situation, as man is also intended to 
do; but they do not think fear, they 
do not anticipate fear. Natural fear 
is a quick, hot emotion in a danger- 
ous situation, and is not harmful (if 
controlled) but biologically bene- 
ficial ; anxiety is a persisting mental 
state, and this is unnatural and de- 
structive. Not all thoughtful antici- 
pation, of course, is anxiety, as 
forethought is essential in human 
life. Christ never said, ‘‘Take no 
thought for the morrow’’—that is 
2 bad mis-translation. What He ac- 
tually said was, ‘‘Do not be anxious 
about tomorrow.’’ He Himself fre- 
quently encouraged forethought, 
like the master in one of His own 
parables who ‘‘praised the dishonest 
factor for looking ahead’’ (Lk. 16:8, 
Moffatt). 


LIVE A DAY 
AT A TIME 


Since anxiety 
or worry is an 
attempt to carry 
the burdens of the future before 
ever it arrives, part of the cure is to 
practice living in the present, one 
day at a time. The only burdens a 
man need ever carry are the bur- 
dens of today, and no one should 
find that impossible. ‘‘ Anyone can 
carry his burden, however hard, 
until nightfall. Anyone can do his 
work, however hard, for one day. 
Anyone can live sweetly. patiently, 
lovingly, purely, till the sun goes 
down. And this is all that life really 
means’’ (Robert L. Stevenson). Any 
person who will leave all the past 
in God’s keeping by seeking His 
forgiveness, and will leave all the 
future in God’s keeping in trust, 
will be set free from care to live 
today. In the Lord’s Prayer we are 
taught to ask for our daily bread, 
relying upon God for a day at a 
time. The stark simplicity of this 
philosophy is perhaps the reason 
why it is overlooked by so many. 

It is a great help to one’s peace 
of mind to make a practice of at- 
tending to, and carrying out, one 
thing at a time. If there are many 
things requiring attention, make a 
list of them in the order of urgency, 
and then the mind will be free to 
tackle them one by one. It is a help 
not to start doing a thing mentally 
until the moment comes when we 
are able to do it actually. 
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Theonly 
time one can 
act is in the 
present. Being unable therefore to 
deal with a future situation by ac- 
tion, we deal with it by worry. 
Worry and action are the great 
opposites, and can rarely co-exist. 
For example, if a student is work- 
ing really hard for his examinations, 
he is rarely worried about the re- 
sult. He worries if he is not working 
hard; or afterward when he awaits 
the results. This is true of life as a 
whole. We worry mostly in periods 
of indecision and inaction. ‘‘Do 
something’’ is therefore excellent 
advice. After all, our minds were 
given to us for living and not 
merely for thinking; for action, not 
primarily for cogitation. 

This truth has been put to good 
use by contemporary psychologists 
in what is known as occupational 
therapy. One of the most effective 
ways of dealing with nervous dis- 
orders and anxiety states is to set 
the patient a constructive task, as 
creative action tends to cast out 
anxiety. Perhaps we have experi- 
enced this personally in a small way 
during a time of great sorrow or 
distress, such as a_ bereavement. 
Even to have little jobs to do, is a 
great help. What many people need 
to cure their anxiety is a creative 
task, some purpose large enough to 
take them out of themselves. Per- 
haps that is why the Lord Jesus 
Christ gave as the alternative to 
anxiety His great positive: ‘‘But 
seek ye first His kingdom, and His 
righteousness; and all these things 
(about which you worry) shall be 
added unto you’’ (Mt. 6:33). 


ANXIETY BANISHED 
BY ACTION 


Again, worries 
often evaporate 
when we talk them 
over fully with someone we really 
trust. The reader will have noticed 
how often in these articles we have 


TALKING 
THINGS OVER 


had occasion to stress the value and 
importance of friendship and deep 
fellowship with others. It is quite 


remarkable how often immediate re- , 


lief and sometimes release come 
when we unburden ourselves toa . 
trusted friend or adviser. Is not that 
very word ‘‘unburden”’ significant? 
That is just what happens when we 
Share our problems; the load is 
lifted. 

Greater than any human adviser 
or human friend is our Creator, 
Redeemer, and Friend. To Him we 
may go every day to unburden our- 
selves, and talk over in prayer all 
the intimate concerns of our life. 
Prayer is the great cure for anxiety, 
as the apostle Paul makes clear: 
‘Have no anxiety about anything, 
but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to 
God. And the peace of God, which 
passes all understanding, will keep 
your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus’’ (Phil. 4:6, R.S.V.). 
Paul does not merely give the use- 
less advice ‘‘Don’t worry’’; he pro- 
vides the great positive alternative. 
The healing power of real prayer 
is beyond all exaggeration, espe- 
cially if it is “‘with thanksgiving,”’ 
for gratitude and anxiety simply 
cannot exist side by side. 


FAITH THE POSITIVE A man 
ALTERNATIVE must not 
eoncentrate 


negatively upon overcoming worry, 
but positively upon the achievement 
of the opposite state. The positive 
opposite of anxiety, of uncontrolled 
fear, is faith. No man overcomes 
worry by trying hard to overcome 
it; the need is for positive confi- 
dence. Worry is really only another 
name for faithlessness, as our Lord 
makes clear in His question : ‘‘ Why 
are you anxious . .. O men of little 
faith?’’ The basic need of man is 
security, and unless he finds this he 
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is bound to worry. True security he 
can never find in himself or in any 
aspect of this world which is pass- 
ing away. It can be found only in 
the Eternal God of love who has 
been made known to us in Jesus 
Christ, His Son. To commit our lives 
to His rule and keeping is the final 
secret of security and peace. For 
anxiety is essentially self-centered, 
and the cure is to become God- 
centered. This has been well tested 
and proved in the lives of thousands 
upon thousands over the centuries, 
end it is still possible for anyone 
to make the same experiment—the 
adventure of faith. The future in- 
deed is unknown to all of us, but it 
need no longer be a_ source of 
anxiety. For as a wise man once put 
it: ‘‘I do not know what the future 
holds, but I know who holds the 
future.’’ END 


BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST 
(Continued from page 19) 
die whether you are saved or not! 
That is not theology; that is Satan’s 
confusion. I asked her if she were 
saved. “Oh, I don’t know, sir.” And 
did she love the Lord Jesus? “Oh, 
yes. He has been so good to me for 
sO many years, but I am such a sin- 
ner.” She answered, “Yes” to every 
question. Did she believe that God 
loved her; that Christ had died for 
her; that her sins had been put on 
the Saviour; that He was God the 
Son; that He promised her eternal 
life? Yes, to everything. I knew that 
she was just a poor, confused child 
of God, in need of deliverance from 
the theology of keeping one’s self 
saved. Finally, in order to get her to 
see the absurdity of her unbelief, I 
said to her, “And suppose you were 
to die tonight and go to Hell. What 
would you want to do there?” She 
looked up in amazement and said, 
“Oh, I would want to tell them of 
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the love of Jesus for poor sinners.” 
I said to her, “Woman, you are 
saved. You have eternal life. You 
are in the family of God and the 
Body of Christ. You are a child of 
the Father. You have the inheritance 
that is incorruptible and undefiled 
and that fadeth not away, reserved 
in Heaven for you. I tell you on‘all 
the authority of the Word of God, 
that your sins are remitted, all of 
them, once for all and forever.” She 
Lurst out crying with joy, and went 
away entirely relieved. Two or three 
years later she came to me still in 
utter joy, and said, “The question 
about what I would do in Hell really 
did it. I went home singing all the 
way and saying, ‘Lord, what a fool 
I have been all these years not to 
understand that the spiritual move- 
ments within me were the movements 
of the Holy Spirit who had shed 
abroad Thy love in my _heart.’” 
Thus we, in His name, mediate with 
souls, bringing them into the glorious 
liberty of the sons of God on the 
basis of His promises. 
Power in Prayer 

And when we are alone with God 
we pray for others and their needs. 
We know not how to pray as we 
ought, but the Holy Spirit will guide 
us into true praying if we yield to 
Him. Too often we pray by whim, 
or by mere personal desire; and we 
hedge about our prayers with a hun- 
dred repetitions of “If it by Thy 
will.” If we would spend time in the 
Word of God, we would find scores 
of things for which we could pray 
with the absolute certainty that we 
were in the will of God, and we 
could expect the answer in the next 
post or by special messenger even 
before. It is when we can enlarge 
the category of our praying in the 
will of God that we will be men of 
power in prayer. And when we can 
pray for them who despitefully use 
us (Lk. 6:28) the Lord will double 
His blessings unto us. Do you re- 
member the verse in Job? Job had 
had a crushing time of it. Children, 
property, everything, went in that 
great series of disasters. Then he 
was covered with boils, and to climax 
it all, the deacons came to visit him. 
They were a sad lot, darkening coun- 
sel by words without knowledge. 
But when Job got a glimpse of the 
Lord, he began praying for the 
deacons. We read, “And the Lord 
turned the captivity of Job when he 
prayed for his friends ; also the Lord 
gave Job twice as much as he had 
before (42:10). Double blessing 
when Job became an intercessor. All 
this is some of the meaning of our 
baptism of the Snirit into the en- 
thronement of Christ. 
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But Christ’s intercession is to end, 
and He is to return to this earth a 
second time. Into that return we are 
baptized by the Holy Spirit. We be- 
lieve that much of the difficulty that 
has arisen in some minds in con- 
nection with the truth of our Lord’s 
second coming is that men have 
looked upon it as being a single 
event instead of a great series of 
events. The first coming was ap- 
proximately thirty-three years long, 
and included events as diverse as the 
birth of a baby and the death of a 
man. The second coming of Christ 
is at least seven years long, or a 
thousand and seven if you count in 
the period of His earthly reign. 
There is a phase of the return of the 
Lord with respect to the Church 
which is His Body; there is another 
phase with respect to the apostate 
harlot church. There is a phase in 
which he deals with the Jews, and 
one in which he deals with the dis- 
united nations. There is an aspect of 
His return in which Satan and all 
his powers are involved; and then 
there is an aspect in which our Lord 
ceals with the groaning creation ; the 
animal life of the world is to know 
the removal of the curse, so that the 
lion shall lie down with the lamb; 
the vegetable world also shall be 
freed, and the desert and the waste 
place shall blossom like the rose. 

He Is Coming 

We are interested here only in 
that phase which involves His return 
for His Body. In order to make my 
position clear, let me say that I be- 
lieve the Scripture clearly teaches 
that the Church which is His Body 
will not pass through the great tribu- 
lation, but will be raptured at any 
moment. There are many proofs of 
this in the Scripture, and the strong- 
est proofs, for which I have never 
seen the remotest answer from those 
who believe that the Church will 
know the rule of the anti-Christ, are 
those which concern the position of 
the Lord Jesus at the time of the 
tribulation, and the destiny of those 
who are saved during that period. 
Today the Lord Jesus is on the 
throne of His Father. Early in Reve- 
lation, before the first seal is removed 
and the first judgment poured upon 
the earth, the Lord rises from the 
throne of intercession and stands in 
front of the throne, and is now called 
by a Jewish title, Lion of the Tribe 
of Judah. In His capacity as Judge 
He breaks the seals and sends the 
torments into earth. He is no longer 
acting as intercessor. If the Church 
is to pass through the tribulation, it 
Goes so without the Advocate on the 
throne. It is inconceivable. Further, 
cur future destiny is to be enthroned 
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with the Saviour forever. The future 
destiny of the saints of the tribula- 
tion is not to sit upon the throne, 
but to be before the throne, serving 
God in His temple day and night 
(Rev. 7:15); and there is a good 
deal of difference between being a 
Bride and a temple Servant. 

The Church which is His Body will 
be taken out of the earth before the 
tribulation horrors burst upon the 
world. And the whole Body will go. 
There will be no partial rapture, no 
severed Body at the marriage supper 
of the Lamb. What shall we say 
about these little groups who teach 
that there is a special little inner 
circle? Do they know nothing of the 
sinfulness of sin and the glories of 
abounding grace? “By Christ all, all, 
ALL who believe are justified from 
all things” (Acts 13:39), and “whom 
He justified, them, them, THEM He 
also glorified” (Rom. 8:30). But, 
someone asks, what about the over- 
comers? It has been my experience 
that anyone who believes there is 
such a special group always has him- 
self somewhere near the middle of 
it! If I believed that a man could be 
saved and then lost, I would know 
myself lost. If I believed that only 
a special group would be caught up 
at the rapture, I would know that I 
should be left behind. The over- 
comer? Let God answer that—“Who 
is he that overcometh the world, but 
he that believeth that Jesus is the 
Son of God” (1 John 5:5). 

The next event of prophecy that 
is to be fulfilled is the return of the 
Lord in the air for His saints, the 
Body. The dead in Christ shall rise 
first. Note that “in.” The future 
resurrection of believers is on the 
basis of our eternal baptism by the 
Holy Spirit into the Body of Christ. 
Then we who are alive and remain 
unto the coming of the Lord shall be 
caught up together with them, to 
meet the Lord in the air. Here is the 
manifestation in glory of the eternal 
purpose of our God. To this end He 
chose us in Christ before the foun- 
dation of the world. 


Heaven Is Activity 

The final key verse in this study 
is at the end of the first chapter of 
Ephesians. God hath put all things 
under the feet of Christ, and given 
Him to be head over all things to the 
Church, which is His Body, the full- 
ness of Him that filleth all in all. 
What do you think Heaven is to be 
like? Many people have strange ideas 
about it; and are encouraged therein 
by some silly hymns. One speaks of 
Heaven as a place— 

Where congregations ne’er break up 

And Sabbaths have no end 
But Heaven is activity; it is work. 


“Know ye not that the«saints shall 
judge the world?” Yes, there will be 
praise and worship; but, oh, plenty 
to do! ; 

In 1935 I was traveling’ across ° 
Asia, and was in Jerusalem on the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the ac- 
cession of King George V, and I 
listened with friends to the broadcast 
description of the Silver Jubilee 
celebrations. Knowing London, I 
could visualize the scene as the an- 
nouncer described it—the crowds 
round Buckingham Palace as_ the 
King and Queen Mary left in their 
carriage to drive to St. Paul’s 
Cathedral ; I could hear the cheering 
of the crowds—and the people talk- 
ing about their Majesties; then the 
announcer passed us on to his col- 
league at Nelson’s Column, where 
the roar of cheering grew louder as 
the King drew near, and passed; 
then the announcer at Temple Bar 
took up the story, and so on the 
whole way to the Cathedral. 

And the Queen—what was she 
doing ? Throwing glory on the King! 
All the announcers, as they described 
the royal procession, mentioned 
(Queen Mary. And as [I listened, I 
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recalled reading an article in an old 
magazine, concerning her wedding. 
Who was she, this Princess Mary of 
Teck? There were many of equal 
rank with her; if she had had a 
twin sister, she would have been a 
more or less obscure German Prin- 
cess. But Princess Mary’s very 
shoes suddenly became of interest, 
to people in London and Brisbane 
and Quebec, because she was to be- 
come the fullness of him who is all 
in all in the Britsh Empire. Her 
future was to cast glory on the King. 
If she had predeceased the King, all 
nations would have pitied him, and 
people would have said, as he made 
has way alone to St. Paul’s, “How 
sad; he is so lonely”; for what is a 
King without a Queen! 

We, who are born again, have 
been picked out from the millions 
round about us; a new song has been 
put in our mouths; and we have 
been given grace to sing it. We are 
baptized by the Holy Spirit into the 
Body of Christ, as the fullness of 
Him that filleth all in all. We can 
sing— 

His for ever, only His: 

Who the Lord and me shall part? 

Ah, with what a rest of bliss 

Christ can fill the longing heart. 

Heaven and earth may fade and flee, 

First-born light in gloom decline; 
But, while God and I shall be, 


I am His, and He is mine. 
ENnpD 


THE KOREAN CHURCH 

(Continued from page 17) 
tary Advisory Group, Lieut. Col. 
L. W. Raley, I learned that he 
had seventy-seven Korean chap- 
lains working under him, both in 
the Korean Army and in its mili- 
tary hospitals. These men were 
all picked by joint committees of 
the churches and missions which 
they represented and were doing a 
splendid work. The reports which 
Chaplain Raley was re¢eiving weekly 
showed the way in which these men 
and their message were growing in 
influence in the Korean Army, with 
attendances of over 20,000 at the 
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Sunday services, and with applica- 
tions for instruction in preparation 
for baptism from those who desired 
to make a public profession of their 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Steps 
were then being taken looking for- 
ward to the incorporation of these 
men as regular members of the 
Korean Army to receive their sal- 
aries from the Korean government 
instead of largely from Mission 
funds, as at present. 

In addition to these men, a young 
Korean minister who has had a 
burden on his heart for reaching the 
young people in Korea in a special 
rural movement, has organized a 
corps of thirty-eight more Presby- 
terian ministers and four or five 
Bible women, who are working in 
the fifty-two hospitals as assistant 
chaplains, among the wounded and 
sick. He told me that on an average 
there were between 60,000 and 
70,000 patients in the Army hos- 
pitals, coming from all parts of 
Korea. He had begun his work 
single-handed and as a result dur- 
ing the first fifteen months or so 
of his preaching had won about 
8,000 men to the faith in the Lord. 
As the result of the labors of his 
corps of workers, about 4,000 men 
are being won each month. Bible 
studies and services are held every 
day in each of the fifty-two hos- 
pitals, often twice a day. Instruc- 
tion is given in singing and Bible 
study, also in definite preparation 
for enrollment as catechumens in 
the church and for baptism. Other 
classes in rural problems are carried 
on, dealing with questions of sani- 
tation, hygiene, food, family life, 
and classes also in reading and writ- 
ing. These men conduct all the 
funerals and are of tremendous com- 
fort and help to the sorrowing 
families and to the soldiers, not 
only while they are in the hospitals 
but in following them up after their 
return home. 

As the Rev. Kim said to me, 
‘“These hospitals are like seed beds; 
as these men are won to Christ and 
return to their homes all over the 
country, they will be transplanted 
by the Lord to bring forth fruit for 
Him in their own lives and in the 
lives of others in the remote valleys 
and hamlets, which can be reached 
by the Gospel in almost no other 
way.”’ 

While in Taegu I received an in- 
vitation from the chaplain in the 
jail to speak to the prisoners. He 
also is a Presbyterian minister and 
has an elder from one of the 
churches as his assistant. Inquiring 
how he happened to be there, I 
learned that the warden of the jail 


had made inquiries among the 
prisoners as to what sort of man 
they wanted as prison chaplain. 
They were allowed to vote as to 
whether he should be Confucian, 
Buddhist, or Christian. I was told 
that there were about four votes 
for a Buddhist and over 400 for a 
Christian! On entering the prison, 
which houses some 3,500 prisoners, 
1 was very cordially received by 
the head warden, who excused him- 
self because of previous engage- 
ments. He turned me over to the 
two men immediately under him 
and they were with me the whole 
of my time in the prison, some three 
or four hours in all. 

I was first taken to a small office 
where a ‘‘mike’’ was brought in 
which was connected with every 
cell. A few minutes later a small 
crgan was carried in and a choir 
of seventeen girls, all prisoners, 
followed. After a few words by the 
chaplain and a prayer the choir 
sang beautifully two hymns and I 
was introduced. I had a wonderful 
opportunity to speak to that unseen 
audience on ‘‘True Freedom’’ and 
what it meant and how it could be 
obtained only through faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. After the service 
was over lunch was brought in and 
we sat down to an excellent repast, 
consisting of rice, beef soup, sea 
weed prepared in various ways, 
several kinds of fish and sea slugs, 
bean sprouts, fried grasshoppers, 
and several other dainties. 

During the meal I asked about 
the choir. I learned that they were 
all girls of college and high school 
grade; that only one of them was a 
Christian when admitted and that 
all the others had given a very real 
witness to their faith since accepting 
Jesus Christ as their Saviour and 
Lord. On further inquiry I found 
that almost all of them had been 
declared guilty of collaboration with 
the Communists. In the majority of 
eases I suppose that that meant that 
when the Red armies had occupied 
Seoul and other towns in which 
these girls had been living they had 
been pressed into service as nurses 
or aides of some kind or other. In 
any event, they had all received jail 
sentences and were now serving 
time. The chaplain went back to my 
house with me after the visit was 
ended and explained that the heavi- 
est burden on his heart was the 
future of these fine, educated girls. 
On completing their sentences they 
would be unable to return to their 
homes, which were in Communist- 
held territory and that because of 
their jail records there were prac- 
tically no places where they would 
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be received, and it would be there- 
fore very easy for them to be drag- 
ged back into sin. I promised him 
that I would do all that I was able 
to secure some funds for the pur- 
chase of a home in Taegu, where 
they could be sent and taken care 
of until they had won back the re- 
spect of others and could make 
their own way. While being taken 
over the prison I had another op- 
portunity to speak, this time in a 
large cell where over 100 young 
women and girls had been gathered. 

My chaplain friend told me that 
ir the eight months since he had 
taken office there, 1800 of the pris- 
oners had been won to make a defi- 
nite profession of their faith in the 
Lord. As we were being taken 
through the buildings and shown 
the men and boys busy making 
straw shoes and baskets, wooden 
cabinets, tin basins, ete. my atten- 
tion was called to almost life-sized 
pictures which were hung in_ the 
entrances of the larger ‘buildings. 
They were reproductions of well- 
known paintings of the Lord, in His 
infancy, as the Good Shepherd, the 
Light of the World and others. In 
the death cell were pictures repre- 
senting Heaven and Hell, in order 
that the condemned men might have 
something to arrest their attention 
during their last days of life and 
to give them opportunities to make 
preparation before leaving this 
world. The pictures were the work 
of a prisoner, himself not yet a 
Christian but evidently interested 
in his work. 
Practical Applications. Sometimes the 
impression gets abroad that the so- 
called fundamental or orthodox 
Christians are not interested in 
social service or practical Chris- 
tianity, but certainly there is no 
ground for such an idea in Korea. 
One day I found a church courtyard 
filled with women who were busily 
engaged in making quilts for the 
military hospitals. The khaki-colored 
cloth was spread out on the ground, 
cotton batting was placed on it, and 
then covered with more strips of 
cloth, and the women squatted down 
and sewed the cotton into place and 
finished up the quilts. The material 
was furnished by the government 
and the church ladies donated the 
labor. { also learned that the 
churches in Taegu sent their women 
members by rotation to the mili- 
tary hospitals, to visit the patients, 
bathe them and also feed them with 
certain varieties of food approved 
by the doctors. This gave the men 
a little taste of home cooking. 

While attending a meeting of the 
Presbyterian Ministers’ Association 
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in Taegu, at which over thirty men 
were present, they had a discussion 
of what the churches should do at 
Christmas time for the patients in 
the military hospitals and the pris- 
oners in the jails. It was decided to 
carry on the work as they had done 
it previously and provide Christmas 
bags containing wash cloths or 
towels and a little fruit for every 
inmate, 

One of the saddest results of the 
war in Korea is the large number 
of orphans who have been deprived 
of their parents and homes and in 
many cases have lost one or more 
cf their limbs in the bombing and 
firing of combat. In practically 
every town I visited I heard of 
orphanages that had been started to 
provide for these children. In many 
cases the Christians had taken the 
lead in this also, the churches buy- 
ing the houses and putting a good 
Christian woman in charge. One of 
the very interesting features of this 
work has been the very great in- 
terest in the orphanages on the part 
of the American forces. Many of the 
outfits have taken over responsibility 
for the support of an orphanage, the 
men themselves paying for the food 
and making special efforts to pro- 
vide the needed clothing. In several 
of the PX stores before Christmas 
were special bins placed there by 
the different outfits, asking for con- 
tributions of money, candy bars, 
pencils, and clothing for the orphans 
so that the children might be sure 
of having one happy Christmas. 

Much more space than this would 
be required to tell of the work being 
earriedzen by the students of the 
theological seminary in Taegu among 
the refugee settlements and among 
the needy. This work is carried on 
during the seminary school year and 
in an intensive way during the 
three-month winter vacation when 
school is closed on account of the 
searcity of fuel. As a result a num- 
ber of new churches have been 
established and the comfort and 
hope brought to the people, many 
of whom are living in such fearful 





poverty and discomfort, is far 
greater than we can evaluate from 
the distance of our warm and com- 
fortable homes in this favored land. 


The Government. The influence of the 

Church and the Gospel in govern- » 
ment circles is one of the very inter- 
esting and encouraging features of 
the present day. From President 
Syngman Rhee and his wife, both 
of whom are real Christians, down 
through the heads of the various de- 
partments and the members of the 
House of Representatives, the rep- 
resentation of the Christian move- 
ment is far out of proportion to its 
numerical standing. I met three of 
my old friends, all of whom are in 
places of great importance—the 
Minister of Education, Dr. George 
Paik, is also President of the Chosen 
Christian University and is an or- 
dained Presbyterian minister; his 
vice-minister, Dr. Kom, is also Presi- 
dent of the Government Medical Col- 
lege in Taegu and is an active elder 
in his church. The man who is re- 
sponsible for keeping down the ex- 
penses of the government by exam- 
ing the bills as they come in was 
co-pastor with me for six years and 
is now a retired Presbyterian 
minister. These are just samples of 
many more in important government 
positions and from them I learned 
that almost one-third of the repre- 
sentatives are Christians. Korea was 
for so long under a very strongly 
anti-Christian Japanese rule that it 
is not difficult to imagine what a 
complete change of atmosphere and 
attitude is now apparent there. The 
whole country is wide open to the 
Gospel as never before; tracts and 
Gospels are wanted and can be used 
ir almost unlimited quantities. Still 
more, earnest prayer is needed that 
the Lord. will overrule conditions 
in that little land to bring about a 
great revival that shall display once 
again before the whole Orient and 
throughout the world the power and 
glory of the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Enp 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 11) 


lively and often humorous tale 
about a typical,.working-class Amer- 
ican family, named Jefferson. An- 
other is Clarence Browne’s When in 
Rome, in which a crook (Paul Doug- 
las) ‘trades’ identity with a priest 
(Van Johnson), while the latter is 
on the way to Rome for the Holy 
Year Pilgrimage. The third is War- 
ner’s Miracle of Our Lady of 
Fatima, which boldly gives us the 
message relayed from Heaven 
through three simple peasant chil- 
dren. The only point of similarity 
between these films is that they deal 
exclusively with Catholic characters 
and situations which before now has 
given excuse to the enemies of Chris- 
tianity to stir anti-Catholic oppo- 
sition to the film people respon- 
sible.”’ 

With this frank announcement 
from Catholic authorities there 
should be a real effort on behalf of 
Protestants to understand what is 
being attempted and to boyeott the 
films mentioned. Since Rome frankly 
states that they are propaganda 
films, it is impossible to accuse any- 
one of bigotry or intolerance because 
they are opposed as such. 


LEGALIZED GAMBLING 


The New York Times has come 
forth with excellent reasons why 
gambling should not be legalized. 
The New York City Council pro- 
posed that a municipal lottery 
should be established and has passed 
the project on to the Governor and 
Legislature of that state. 

The Times, writing against the 
project, says, ‘‘Every consideration 
of sound economics and public 
morality argues against this sug- 
gestion to exploit ‘the gaming in- 
stinct’ by means of the thoroughly 
discredited device of the State Lot- 
tery. At some time or another every 
politician whose idea of a perfect 
revenue measure is one that gives 
the appearance of providing a pain- 
less substitute for taxation is at 
least momentarily intrigued by the 
superficial attractiveness of the idea. 
Fortunately, however, since the 
scheme was first introduced some 
four centuries ago, our understand- 
ing of its economic implications and 
our sense of social responsibility 
have improved considerably. They 
have improved so considerably, in 
fact, that by 1890 the last of such 
Government - sponsored gambling 
schemes, the Louisiana State Lot- 
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tery, was forced to shift its base of 
operation to another country when 
Congress voted to prohibit the use 
of the mails for that purpose. The 
revulsion against the State Lottery— 
especially when it appears in the 
hypocritical role of an instrument 
of public finance—rests upon the 
soundest of sociological grounds. An 
overwhelming majority of the par- 
ticipants, the record shows, are in- 
variably persons in the lowest income 
tax brackets. It is, in other words, 
a disguised form of taxation incom- 
parably more ‘regressive’ in its 
incidence than any existing type of 
impost. Moreover, a state (or mu- 
nicipality ) which gives official sane- 
tion to the idea that the way for the 
underprivileged individual to im- 
prove his position is to wait for luck 
to come his way is, by indirection at 
least, undermining the latter’s will! 
to achieve this end by the more 
arduous but more certain processes 
of hard work and thrift. That, it 
seems to us, constitutes what for 
want of a better term may be called 
a species of economic immorality. 
In its political aspects,s we might 
add, the idea is at the very least 
amoral. For, as we observed when 
this suggestion was first put forward 
here, unless he is abysmally ignorant 
of its economic implications the 
Legislator who suggests such a 
scheme as a means for raising reve- 
nue is proposing to solve his own 
personal political problem by shift- 
ing the burden to the very class of 
the electorate least able to shoulder 
it.’’ Public lotteries have always 
flourished in Roman Catholic coun- 
tries where poverty and ignorance 
are at their lowest ebb. 

We are grateful to God that a 
great secular newspaper should lift 
up its voice against the suggestion 
of introducing this abuse into our 
country. 


TAX SCANDALS 


Drew Pearson, in his column pub- 
lished on January 16th, gave an 
amazing sidelight on the corruption 
in the Attorney General’s office. 
After the discovery of bribery and 
corruption in the Income Tax 
Bureau, there was Truman’s usual 
method of getting ready to fire a 
man. Pearson described the Presi- 
dent’s technique for axing an un- 
wanted man. A story is planted with 
some press bureau that the un- 
wanted man is resigning. At the 
next press conference, the President 
replies ‘‘No comment,’’ when asked 
about it, and the man knows that 
the jig is up. Such procedure was 
followed in getting rid of Julius 
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Krug and of Louis Johnson from 
the cabinet. 

McGrath beat the President to 
it by announcing his resignation. 
Truman hemmed and hawed and 
said he had no intention of pulling 
the rug from underneath his friend. 
But let Pearson tell it: ‘‘Neverthe- 
less Truman did have Donald Daw- 
son look around for another job with 
sufficient prestige so McGrath could 
be eased out of the Justice Depart- 
ment without loss of face. And 
Dawson came up with the ambas- 
sadorship to Spain. This seemed a 
natural. McGrath is one of the top- 
ranking lay Catholics in the United 
States, has been made a Knight of 
Malta by the Pope, and was the first 
to give a reception for Franco’s 
ambassador, Lequerica, after full 
diplomatic relations were resumed. 
So, with Stanton Griffis retiring 
from Madrid for reasons of health, 
McGrath seemed just the man to 
take his place.’’ 

Pearson then tells how the White 
House leaked a story concerning 
McGrath’s coming resignation, and 
the President bluntly refused to 
comment on the story. But let Pear- 
son continue: ‘‘ All that day, news- 
men tried to phone McGrath. Ordi- 
narily easy to reach he kept 
ominous silence. However, he was 
not idle. Overnight he hauled up 
two of his biggest guns. One was 
Cardinal Spellman, who sent a 
message from Tokyo.’’ The other 
was McGrath’s law partner who 
reminded the President that Rhode 
Island was strongly behind him. 
‘‘That was why the President at the 
next Cabinet meeting suddenly re- 
versed himself.’’ 

I have a friend in Washington 
who is generally very well informed 
about political matters. I sent him 
a memorandum with a few sugges- 
tions and received word that many 
of the tax scandals involve men who 
are strong Catholic laymen. The 
picture seems to be: A Knight of 
Malta, supported by Cardinal Spell- 
man, became Attorney General. The 
Income Tax Bureau became riddled 
with corruption and it was dis- 
covered that many of the business 
men whose tax matters were quietly 
settled in their favor for huge 
amounts were Democrats who were 
closely associated with the political 
machines which are largely domi- 
nated by Irish Catholic politicians. 
It is a nasty picture, and the fact 
that Truman succumbed to pressure 
from Spellman in Tokyo is one more 
reason to remove him and all that 
he stands for from the White House. 


TO THE SAINTS 
(Continued from page 10) 


1 send him the more eagerly, in . 
order that you may see him and 

rejoice once more, and that I may . 
be less distressed. Receive him 

therefore in the Lord with all joy, 

and hold such in honor, because for 

the sake of Christ’s work he came 

near to death, gambling with his life 

to make up what was missing in 

your service. 


In verses 25 and 28 the present 
tense should be read. The past 
(aorist) in the Greek is what is 
known as an ‘‘epistolary’’ tense, 
one, that is, which reflects the time 
of writing as visioned from the point 
at which the letter is read. 


The cameo picture of the selfless 
Epaphroditus, reckless of his life 
that Paul might be comforted, and 
in distress of mind because those at 
home had heard of his sickness, is 
very delightful. It is possible that 
Epaphroditus had contracted ma- 
laria on the way to Rome. The road 
from Terracina led up the Pontine 
Marshes which ancient writers de- 
scribe as a pestilential area, buzzing 
with mosquitoes, and rich in fever. 
Rome in summer and autumn was 
notoriously unhealthy and_ there 
were many infections which a man 
from the windy, healthy uplands of 
Macedonia might take. 


Verse 30 implies no criticisms. 
Way’s translation brings out Paul’s 
meaning. ‘‘ Yes, he set his own life 
at stake in his single-handed efforts 
to supply all deficiencies in service 
which you were not here to render.”’ 
Exactly the same word is used in 
1 Cor. 16:17. The verse should be 
translated, ‘‘They have made up for 
the fact. that I have not you.’’ That 
is exactly what Epaphroditus strove 
to do, to the detriment of his health. 
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(Continued from page 21) 

joy (18). And Paul is confident that God 
will grant a triumphant issue to his im- 
prisonment (19). What matters is that 
Christ should be magnified (20). If this 
means his death, he is quite ready; indeed, 
personally, he could wish to depart (23). 
But for their sake, and the sake of work 
still to be done, he expects to be released, 
and to visit them again (24-26). But, 
whether he come or not, it is for them to 
live worthily of Christ and His Gospel. 
This demands co-operation with brethren, 
fearlessness before opponents, and a readi- 
ness to suffer as well as to labor for 
Christ’s sake (27-30). Let me pray for 
grace so to live—remembering as Paul did 
my dependence upon the prayers of others 
and upon the supply of the Spirit (19). So 
shall Christ be magnified in my body. 


August 14 PHILIPPIANS 2:1-18 

If Christian blessings mean anything to 
us (1), there is one thing we all must covet 
—the mind of Christ (5). His mind has 
once for all been expressed in action. Read 
again verses 5-8. This action is the full 
manifestation of God. Every tongue shall 
confess that this Jesus (10) of Bethlehem, 
Nazareth, and Calvary is Christ, the Lord 
(11)—i.e., not only the Messiah, but also 
Himself Jehovah, very God. This action is 
also the full manifestation as well as the 
full emancipation of Man. By it He opened 
for us the way of redemption. In it He 
also wrought out for us an example to be 
followed. If we would know how to live, 
we must learn of Him. This is the secret— 
the spirit of humble, self-forgetful, self- 
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sacrificing service (3, 4, 17). Christ de- 
voted Himself utterly—even unto death— 
to God’s will and the good of others. God 
works in us who believe, to create the 
desire and the power to pursue this same 
road, so pleasing to Him (13). So let us 
beware of party spirit, personal pride, 
murmuring at God’s ways (3, 14). Rather, 
in contrast to the self-will of the ungodly, 
let us show by our submission to God’s way 
that we are the children of God (15). 


August 15 PHILIPPIANS 2:19-30 
Paul was waiting to see whether his im- 
prisonment would end in death or libera- 
tion (23). If he should die for the faith, 
he calls the Philippians to join with him 
in seeing in it a cause for rejoicing (17, 
18). But he hopes to be released, and be- 
fore long to visit Philippi (24). Meanwhile, 
he sends Epaphroditus at once (25), and 
promises as soon as his own future is clear 
to send Timothy, to bring him back news 
(19, 23). Both these workers Paul warmly 
commends; they exemplified the virtues 
considered yesterday. Timothy was utterly 
unselfish. He spent himself for Christ and 
for others (compare verses 4, 20, 21). 
Those who would be sent to do service for 
God should covet this spirit. Epaphroditus 
was completely self-sacrificing. While car- 
rying out his mission he all but lost his 
life; but he did not count his life a thing 
to be seifishly grasped at, if only he could 
do what those far away in Philippi could 
not do, and be a help to Paul (compare 
verses 8 and 30). This is the spirit of the 
overcomer—to love not his life unto the 
death (Rev. 12:11). These two had in 
them the mind of Christ (5). Have I? 


August 16 PHILIPPIANS 3:1-16 
Paul here warns against certain per- 
sistent spiritual dangers. The first is self- 
righteousness, or confidence in the flesh 
(2, 3), because of what I am and what I 
do as a religious person (see Lk. 18 :9-12). 
If such things count, Paul says he has more 
to his credit than anyone else (4-6). But he 
has given up all such confidence in order 
to trust wholly in Christ (7). His right- 
eousness is not of his own producing, it is 
the gift of God (9). Nor will he now 
alter his attitude. He still refuses to be- 
lieve that of himself he has anything of 
value; his one aim is to discover the full- 
ness of the blessings Christ gives (8-11). 
Here he comes to the second danger— 
spiritual self-satisfaction, or trust in past 
experience. Some do find blessing as the 
gift of God by faith. Then they ‘relax, as 
though they had got all and were already 
perfect. Paul absolutely refuses to claim 
thus to be perfect (12). He knows that 
there is still much more to be possessed in 
Christ, so he presses on; he is still pur- 
suing (13, 14). No matter what our at- 
tainment, there is no place for any other 
attitude (15, 16). If you think otherwise, 
ask God to “reveal even this unto you.” 
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August 17 PHILIPPIANS 3:17-21 


Paul here deals with a third danger— 
self-indulgence or worldliness—i.e., being 
carnally and materially minded. Some are 
dominated by natural appetites and mere 
earthly interests. Such a way of living is 
completely wrong. It leads men to take 
delight in things which before God in the 
day of judgment will be their shame. 
Christians ought to live on the far side of 
the cross, crucified to the world. Those who 
give themselves to live after the manner of 
the world are therefore enemies of the 
cross of Christ, they cannot but suffer 
eternal loss (see Gal. 5:21; 6:8, 14). In 
contrast to all this, true Christians are 
citizens of Heaven (20, R.V.). How then 
can they “mind earthly things”? Also, they 
look to One who, when He returns, will 
come as the Saviour, not only of the soul, 
but also of the body. These earthen vessels 
of ours, which now keep us humble and 
dependent, will then be transformed (21, 
R.V.). Ours is a full salvation for the 
whole man, because our Saviour is al- 
mighty, able to subdue all things unto 
Himself. Let us, therefore, take care how 
we walk (17), that we may not be ashamed 
before Him at His coming. 


August 18 PHILIPPIANS 4:1-9 
“The Lord is at hand” (5). The leading 
thought here is of the Lord’s immediate 
presence. This recognition of the ever- 
present Lord as our unchanging “circum- 
stance” should make all the difference to 
everything. (7) It is for us to take our 
stand in Him as our foundation (1). He 
can make us “stedfast, unmovable.” (ii) 
As individuals realize their common rela- 
tionship to Him, they can find the way to 
true agreement with each other, and “be 
of the same mind in the Lord.” (2). (iii) 
Whatever one’s other circumstances may 
be, He remains the same—the unchanging 
Lord. In Him the Christian can therefore 
always rejoice (4). (iv) His recognized 
presence should help us to be forbearing 
in our treatment of others (5). (v) With 
such a Companion there is no need to be 
anxious about anything (6). (vi) Rather. 
through Him we can tell God all our needs 
(6). (vii) Then through Him God will 
answer, and shed abroad His peace to keep 
our hearts (7). (viii) Finally, if we do our 
part in thought (8) and deed (9), God’s 
presence will be a blessed reality. The 
peace of God and the God of peace will be 
with us (9). 
August 19 PHILIPPIANS 4:10-23 
“In everything and in all things have I 
learned the secret” (12, R.V.). Paul claims 
to know something which works every- 
where and which makes a difference to 
everything (11, 12). The secret is simply 
this—the realized presence of Christ. This 
is the secret of constant contentment in all 
circumstances. People are content only 
when they have enough. The Christian al- 
ways has enough because he has Christ. 
The word translated “content” (11) means 
literally “self-sufficient” —i.e., containing 
enough within oneself, and so being inde- 
pendent of external circumstances. Such a 
person can be content anywhere. The 
Christian is like this because he has Christ 
within. Again, he can face anything; cir- 
cumstances do not get him down; he can 
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do all things—because the Christ within 
makes him strong (13). So he does not 
merely put up with his circumstances: he 
prevails over them (Rom. 8:37). He be- 
comes a ‘doer’ for God in the midst of 
them. Also, like the Philippians, though he 
seems to be poor, he always has enough to 
give some away; for his own source of 
renewal is inexhaustible. His confidence is 
that God will supply all his need (19). So 
he is always rejoicing (4), and giving God 
the glory (20). 
August 20 NEHEMIAH 1:1-11 
First, a brief historical note. We learned 
in Ezra how the restoration Temple was 
built under the inspiration of Haggai and 
Zechariah. This took place about 516 B.C. 
The Godly enthusiasm of these two great 
men did not, however, animate the years 
that followed. Even though the Temple- 
worship was maintained, the city of Jeru- 
salem fell into disrepair, and the people, 
largely through their marriages with the 
heathen, grew spiritually slack. Ezra’s 
great reform had been over this very ques- 
tion of mixed marriages (Ezra 10:19) ; but 
a bitter spirit between the Jews and the 
people around remained. Such was the 
situation at Jerusalem when Nehemiah ar- 
rived, probably in 445 B.C. Nehemiah heard 
the sad news of the condition of his city 
from Hanani, his brother. Notice the 
effect it had upon him. He wept, mourned, 
fasted, and prayed. There was real concern 
shown here, the sort of concern that was 
shown later by Paul (Rom. 10:1). Are we 
as concerned as that about the things of 
God? Notice how Nehemiah prayed in the 
face of this tragic situation; (7) He con- 
fessed the sin of his people (6, 7). (i) 
He pleaded the sure promises of God (8, 
9). (ttf) He revealed his personal willing- 
ness to do something that would help. In 
Nehemiah prayer and service were allied. 
August 21 NEHEMIAH 2:1-10 
Nehemiah’s concern for the city of Jeru- 
salem and the remnant left in it could be 
read in the sadness of his face. And this 
might have had awkward consequences, for 
he was an official at Shushan, the winter 
residence of the Persian court, where a sad 
countenance would be a serious breach of 
court etiquette (see Esth. 4:2). But he was 
granted (1) Permission to go back (6); 
(ii) Passports to see him safely through 
the king’s dominions (7), and (iit) Pro- 
visions wherewith to begin building (8). 
What a lesson in prayer! The interview ap- 
peared to concern only Nehemiah and 
Artaxerxes, but the former was looking 
up to “the God of heaven.” It was God 
who mattered to Nehemiah, and therefore 
the prayer of verse 4 was answered. What 
a lesson in Providence! These events were 
not chance happenings, a mere stroke of 
good fortune. What took place was “ac- 
cording to the good hand of my God upon 
me.” So it was with Cyrus: “I girded thee, 
though thou has not known Me” (lIsa. 
45:5). Do we believe in such a God? and 
do we pray to Him? 
August 22 NEHEMIAH 2:11-20 
Today we read of the beginning of the 
rebuilding of the ruined walls, and we see 
a great spiritual leader at work. Observe 
him as he (#1) Assesses the task (11-16). 
Nehemiah made a secret night-inspection 
of the ruined walls. He needed to assess 
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the task before he assembled his helpers. 
This was a wise plan, an Old Testament 
illustration of our Lord’s own instructions 
in Luke 14:26-30. Next observe him as he 
(it) Addresses his helpers (17, 18). He 
did not minimize the seriousness of the 
situation, nor did he limit the power of 
God. Now observe the people as they (iii) 
Answer the challenge (18-20). (a) They 
met with derision on the part of Sanballat 
and his associates, to whom it seemed 
absurd that such a project should be at- 
tempted by a handful of feeble Jews; they 
even suggested that this rebuilding aimed 
at rebellion against the king. God’s work 
always has its opponents—those who sneer 
and those who falsely accuse. (b) But it is 
good to see the devotion shown by the Jews 
themselves. They were ready to begin 
work. They encouraged each other, and 
thus were strengthened (18) “for this good 
work.” Do you encourage others? or are 
you hindering them? 
August 23 NEHEMIAH 4:1-14 
It should be an encouragement to all 
Christian workers to read the passage set 
for today; for the difficulties that we face 
are the difficulties these workers for God 
faced centuries ago. Let us examine them. 
(i) Ridicule and sarcasm. “Even a fox,” 
the enemy said, “could break down this 
feeble piece of work.” Nehemiah’s answer 
was, first, prayer, and then hard work. 
Such weapons deal very quickly with this 
kind of opposition. Try them, and discover 
for yourself. (ii) So Sanballat and his 
friends decided to experiment with more 
aggressive methods—“to come and to fight 
against Jerusalem” (8). Again the answer 
was—prayer, and a watch set day and 
night. “Watch and pray,” that was the 
secret—precisely the instructions given 
many years later by our Lord to His 
disciples (see Mt. 26:41). (iit) Finally 
Nehemiah had to face trouble even from 
his own workmen. The strain of working 
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and watching, added to the fear of a sud- 
den attack, was causing faintheartedness. 
Nehemiah’s answer was a plan of action 
and a firm trust in God. We shall read 


tomorrow about that plan. Today, read - 
again verse 14—a triumphant verse. Take 


courage, Christian worker ! 
August 24 NEHEMIAH 4:15-23 
Nehemiah was a man of action. With 
prayer and strong confidence in God went 
a practical mind and devoted energy. In 
spite of ridicule, threatened attacks, and 
discouraged workers, the work of rebuild- 
ing the walls went forward (15). Read 
again the prayers of verses 4, 5 and 9. It 
was God who “had brought (the enemies’) 
counsel to nought.” The prayers were fol- 
lowed by the plan of verses 16-23. There 
were two kinds of workmen—the carriers 
of burdens (17) and the actual masons 
(18)—and both were made to bear arms. 
A further precaution was the appointment 
of a trumpeter, who stood by Nehemiah, 
ready to give the alarm as soon as it was 
needed. But, with all this careful organi- 
zation, Nehemiah realized that apart from 
God there could be no success. Our part in 
the work must never be neglected; in this 
we must imitate the thoroughness of 
Nehemiah. But our part without God’s 
part is vain. This, under a different meta- 
phor, is the lesson taught in 1 Corinthians 
3:6. So, on with the building, and keep 
your weapons ready for the fight—a 
trowel in your hand and a sword at your 
side! The Christian life requires both. But 
remember—the work and the battle are 
the Lord’s (Psa. 127:1). 
August 25 NEHEMIAH 5:1-13 
Nehemiah’s hindrances were not only 
from outside the city. Internal dissensions 
became apparent, and for very understand- 
able reasons. There was genuine distress 
in Jerusalem. Those who had been work- 
ing on the walls had been unable to earn 
bread for themselves and their families. 
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“Let us get corn,” they said, “that we may 
eat and live” (2, R.V.). Lands mortgaged 
for food (3), and borrowing due to heavy 
taxes (4) had resulted in some cases in 
the children of the poorer Jews being sold 
as slaves. Nehemiah dealt with this prob- 
lem as resolutely as he had dealt with 
earlier ones: (i) He challenged the of- 
fenders. Having held “a great assembly,” 
he rebuked the richer Jews for their ex- 
cessive usury and their unbrotherly be- 
havior. (#) He contrasted his own example 
(8). During the captivity, he and his com- 
panions had actually redeemed their 
brethren who were sold to the heathen, 
in sharp contrast to the spirit shown by the 
wealthy Jews at home. What a blessing 
money can be when used for God’s glory— 
but what a curse when sought for selfish 
ends! Is Christ Lord of your purse? 
August 26 NEHEMIAH 6:1-16 

The opposition to Nehemiah’s work con- 
tinued. Satan is a persistent foe, and 
today we see some of the new attempts to 
hinder the rebuilding of the walls. (i) An 
endeavor to lure Nehemiah away from the 
city. Under the pretense of holding a 
council, his enemies hoped to have him 
assassinated. But look at his majestic 
reply (3). Nehemiah was busy doing a 
great work; he had no time for “discus- 
sions” with the enemies of his Lord. (ii) 
They next sought to spread the rumor— 
that is the idea of the “open” letter (5)— 
that Nehemiah intended to revolt. (i) 
They even suggested that he should hide in 
the Temple, as an attempt was to be made 
to kill him that night (10). On each occa- 
sion Nehemiah turned immediately to 
prayer (9, 14). God was so real to him 
that he was not troubled by the fear of 
man (11); and so “the wall was finished” 
(15). We have the same resources for 
work and witness today. Do we use them? 
Satan hates to see work that is spiritually 
prosperous or lives that are fruitful, and 
will always attempt to spoil them. But we 
need have no fears about work that is 
genuinely “wrought of our God” (16). 
August 27 NEHEMIAH 8:1-3, 8-18 

We have seen that the work of Nehe- 
miah was in the truest sense a religious 
revival. How we long to see such a 
revival today! Therefore we should mark 
closely the steps in what took place all 
those years ago. Obviously here an essen- 
tial feature of what happened was the 
reading of the Word of God. A similar 
illustration of this was the awakening that 
resulted from the discovery of the Book of 
the Law in the days of Josiah (2 Kings 
22:8). Could our country experience a 
greater blessing today than a revival of 
Bible reading? It would lead to repentance, 
as it did in those days (9). It would issue 
in real joy everywhere, as people entered 
into the precious promises of God (12). 
Notice that the Word must be intelligently 
understood (8, 13), and then put into prac- 
tice (14-18). It cannot be too strongly 
emphasized that the Bible must be not only 
read, but lived out. Here, when the people 
read about God’s commandments concern- 
ing the Feast of Tabernacles, it was not 
sufficient simply to read about it; they had 
to obey (16, 17). That is how we should 
always study the scriptures. “Lord, what 
wilt Thou have me to do?” 
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August 28 NEHEMIAH 9:1-17 

In our reading yesterday we noticed that 
the book of Nehemiah illustrates the way 
of true revival. Additional features are 
brought to our notice today: (a) We have 
already seen how diligent attention was 
given to God’s Word; for three hours the 
people read it together (3). (b) There 
was evidence of true repentance. The 
people had sinned, and it was necessary 
that they should repent. This they did 
“with fasting, and with sackclothes, and 
earth” (1). (c) Separation followed. 
“What communion hath light with dark- 
ness?” asked Paul (2 Cor. 6:14). He who 
would know God must let go the friend- 
ship of the world. A_ repentant and 
separated people is now ready for the 
prayer of adoration which follows (5). In 
this prayer the Levites bring to remem- 
brance the wonderful workings of God. 
How great and how good God had been: 
(t) In powerful creation (6), and (ii) In 
preserving care (6). He not only created; 
He maintains. (ii*) In providential control. 
“Thou leddest them” (12). (iv) In par- 
doning condescension. “Thou art a God 
ready to pardon” (17). Gracious and 
merciful God has ever been. He is just as 
ready to forgive the repentant sinner today. 


August 29 NEHEMIAH 9:24-38 

We continue the story of God’s dealing 
with the people of Israel, as recounted in 
the prayer of the Levites, for “these things 
were our examples” (1 Cor. 10:6). Yester- 
day we noticed some of the principles re- 
vealed in God’s relationships with His 
people. Today’s lesson is aptly summarized 
in the words of Romans 11:22: “Behold 
therefore the goodness and severity of 
God.” (i) His goodness. It is writ large 
in this chapter, which is full of the things 
He gave. Just look at some of them: “Thy 
gord Spirit to instruct them” (20); food 
and drink (20): “kingdoms and nations” 
(22); “saviours” (27). We do well to 
recall all the goodness of God, the good 
things He has lavished upon us. But in 
spite of all this the people were disobedient. 
Verse 26 is as true of us as it was of them. 
So we have to notice another truth: (ii) 
His severity. Disobedience and rebellion 
brought their own sad reward. What a 
sorry contrast there is between verses 24 
and 30! Victory—or defeat? Which is it 
going to be for me? It all depends upon 
my relationship to God, for victory depends 
upon Him. He is ever “gracious and 
merciful” (31), am I willing to repent, and 
walk with Him? 


August 30 NEHEMIAH 13:1-14 

The events of this chapter took place 
after Nehemiah had returned to Babylon 
(according to the agreement of 2:6), and 
had then been given further permission to 
revisit Jerusalem. Alas for human faith- 
lessness! The solemn covenant of 9:38 
had not been kept, whilst the old trouble 
of intermarriage with the heathen had re- 
appeared. We remember Sanballat and 
Tobiah and all the hindrance they had been 
to the work of God. Eliashib himself was 
now “allied” to Tobiah, and this old foe 
actually resided now in a chamber of the 
Temple in the place set apart for holy 
things. Nehemiah soon took action. He 
showed all his former zeal for the honor of 





his Lord, and “cast. torth all the household 
stuff of Tobiah out of the chamber” (8). 
Into the emptied rooms were then brought 
the things appropriate to God’s house. It 
is a good thing not to allow Satan any 
room in our heart; it is even better not to 
tolerate the presence of any of the furni- 
ture, the “household stuff,” that will make 
him welcome. “Know ye not that ye are 
the temple of God?” (1 Cor. 3:16). That 
is a question addressed to Christians. If 
there is a Tob‘ah in your temple, by God’s 
help turn out both him and his “household 
stuff” today. 
August 31 NEHEMIAH 13:15-22 
On his second visit to Jerusalem Nehe- 
miah discovered much need for reform; 
our passage deals specifically with the vio- 
lation of the Sabbath. Secular labor (15) 
and ordinary commerce (16) were pro- 
faning what God had sanctified. With 
customary vigor Nehemiah ordered the 
closing of the city gates every Sabbath, 
guards being posted to prevent the traders 
from entering. Are we as zealous for the 
Lord’s Day? We ought to be, in times 
when there are so many encroachments 
upon it. Nehemiah, as we have seen, was 
a man of great spiritual stature. What was 
his secret? Surely this—that he lived close 
to God. It was Paul’s secret also (e.g., 
Phil. 3:10). The proof as well as the 
explanation of Nehemiah’s close walk is 
found in the readiness with which he al- 
ways turned to prayer. To him every sub- 
ject was a subject for prayer. This chapter 
provides magnificent examples (14, 22, 29, 
31). Prayer was not an unnatural exer- 
cise nor a burdensome duty’ Nehemiah’s 
communion with God became as natural as 
breathing. May the result of our readings 
in this book be a closer walk with our 
Lord! 


BUT THOU, O MAN OF GOD 
(Continued from page 13) 


the aged apostle describes, always 
introducing his description with the 
word ‘‘some.”’ 

‘“‘Some having swerved have 
turned aside unto vain jangling.’’ 
It is a startling, unexpected warn- 
ing. The strident sounds of clanging 
gongs and brazen cymbals reach 
Faul’s ears. It takes the memory 
back to Corinth, and that thirteenth 
chapter. Timothy, beware. The right- 
eous is bold as a lion. That does not 
mean that he should also be as de- 
structive as a fox. Be bold, but do 
not over-cultivate belligerence. Some 
have turned aside in fighting for the 
faith. 

‘‘Some having put away [faith 
and a good conscience] concerning 
faith have made shipwreck.’’ Again 
if is a surprising picture. Bring to 
port, says Paul, your precious cargo. 
Cross-currents and tides and winds 
are all about you, but you must not 
make shipwreck. Of what particular 
dangers was the apostle thinking? 
Permitted indulgences of some sort, 
perhaps along the line of risky en- 
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‘ counters precariously enjoyed, may 


have been in his thoughts. At least 
he warns Timothy of bodily appe- 
tites. We may safely include any- 
thing of the sort that stealthi'y 
defiles the conscience. The man of 
God must be quick to react in ab- 
horrence against whatsoever will 
leave his vessel rudderless, at the 
merey of waves and tides. Steers- 
man, hold fast to the wheel! 

The last important safeguard for 
the young pastor in his first charge 
is Paul’s description of the snare 
of money, ‘‘which while some cov- 
eted after, they have erred from 
the faith and pierced themselves 
through with many sorrows.’’ How 
easy it is, in days of struggle and 
small salary, for a pastor and his 
young bride to become preoccupied 
with their visible means of support! 
Anxieties work inwards like a can- 
cer. O glorious Timothy, beware! 

Often believers have heard ex- 
hortations about being crucified with 
Christ. It has been depicted as a 
path of pain and anguish. We have 
forgotten to paint the correspond- 
ing panel, to show that those who 
eovet wealth are also crucified. 
These indeed are a mournful band 
of St. Sebastians—martyrs to the 
love of money, and impaled on cold 
spikes. They pierce themselves 
through with many sorrows. 

Back then we come to the rugged 
Tishbite. Shaggy are his locks and 
unecombed is his sheepskin. The only 
Californian item in his make-up 
would be his suntan. No, he would 
not please Hollywood, but he is a 
man of God. He lives by faith, and 
not by sight. Fed by black ravens, 
or made dependent on a widow, he 
has to yield up his own tastes and 
preferences. Any servant of His 
whom God greatly uses has learned 
to say no to his own flesh many and 
many a time, but now he is past the 
sense of being hurt or disappointed. 
He is no longer his own, but 
Christ’s. His heart and mind are 
now free to be altogether absorbed 
with God’s concerns. For these he 
once upon a time would have been 
delighted to die, but now he is in 
the far maturer state of being joy- 
fully prepared for Christ’s dear 
sake to die daily, which is a much 
harder thing. 

No mere glow of romantic feeling 
ean suffice to be the daily inspira- 
tion of the young pastor whom Paul 
carried on his heart. Dreams and 
ambitions and aspirations are de- 
lusive. What alone avails is that the 
man of God stands, like Elijah, in 
God’s very presence. Or, like Moses, 
he endures as seeing Him who is 
invisible. 
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TOMORROW 
(Continued from page 8) 
greater menace to our liberties than 
the forces of Communism. 

The 1952 decision of the Supreme 
Court grants to the cinema the 
rights of free speech and free press. 
Henceforth anything may be shown 
cn film that could be printed -in 
magazines or newspapers. The sole 
grounds of censorship will be those 
which involve pornography or ob- 
scenity. Sacrilege can nevermore be 
a ground for suppressing a movie. 
Justice Thomas C. Clark, in deliv- 
ering the Court’s main opinion, 
wrote: ‘‘In seeking to apply the 
broad and all-inclusive definition 
of ‘sacrilegious’ given by the New 
York courts, the censor is set adrift 
upon a boundless sea amid a myriad 
of confiicting currents of religious 
views, with no charts but those pro- 
vided by the most vocal and power- 
ful orthodoxies. New York cannot 
vest such unlimited restraining con- 
trol over motion pictures in a 
censor.”’ 

If we read between the lines we 
have it spelled out in capital letters 
for all to see that the Supreme 
Court of the United States has said 
that the Roman Catholic Church— 
itself the most vocal and powerful 
orthodoxy—may not be permitted 
the right to dictate to this nation 
what it may or may not see on the 
moving picture screen. This prin- 
ciple, established now for motion 
pictures, may be widely extended 
in the future. 

How important this decision can 
be for those of us who hold to evan- 
gelical truth may not be known for 
decades. We must never forget that 
the right that is granted to Com- 
munists to print newspapers and 
leaflets and to circulate them is the 
same right that permits us to print 
the Gospel and to print Christian 
literature, such as this magazine, 
and to circulate it freely. The ex- 
tension of these same rights to the 
cinema is the guarantee that we may 
film what we will and present it as 
we like. If we show the Inquisition, 
and depict priests in the role of 
Bible-burners and inciters of riots, 
as is the case today in Colombia, the 
censors cannot accuse us of sacri- 
lege. Every extension of liberty 
that is possible in this world makes 
the true work of the Christian 


easier. We have nothing to fear 
from any false presentation; the 
truth is capable of winning its way 
wherever it is the plan of the Lord 
for it to do so. 

We have hopes that the same 
liberties which the Supreme Court 
now grants to the motion picture 
shall some day be granted to the 
radio and television. As yet it is 
not possible to speak all the truth 
on the radio. Time and again there 
are censorships imposed which make 
it impossible for a Bible teacher to 
say all that he would wish to say. 
I, myself, have had complaints sent 
to radio stations by Jews because 
I taught the second chapter of 
Romans, which states that cireum- 
cision must be that of the heart, the 
lips, the ears, and not that of the 
body. Even though I quoted the 
prophets of the Old Testament to 
that effect, it was not pleasant lis- 
tening to ears that had not been 
circumcised, and there was reaction 
against it. I have had complaints 
brought to radio stations by the 
Christian Science society, because 
1 quoted adversely certain passages 
which are to be found printed in 
‘‘Science and Health.’’ Interestingly 
enough, I have never had a criticism 
from the Roman Church, and the 
reason for this is probably the fact 
that they themselves intend to speak 
more and more freely on the radio, 
and wish the right to say all that 
they wish. I would gladly grant 
them that liberty if I had the liberty 
to answer them. I am sure that a 
program which would allow com- 
plete religious freedom would speed- 
ily attract more listeners than any 
other program on radio or TV. 

But to return to the Supreme 
Court. The week after the Court 
had handed down the decision 
which reversed Cardinal Spellman, 
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they handed down a decision which 
reversed President Truman. Again 
there was a question which involved 
our liberties. A strike had been 
ealled in the steel industry. Presi- 
dent Truman announced that the 
government would seize the steel 
mills. He set forth this announce- 
ment under the legal presumption 
that he had the power in an emer- 
gency to force the continuation of 
production in the mills. The Sunday 
morning after this announcement I 
said, from my pulpit, that it was 
one of the blackest days in Ameri- 
can history, and that if the decision 
were allowed to stand it would be 
the end of all liberty in the United 
States. If President Truman were 
allowed to declare an emergency 
which necessitated the seizure of the 
steel mills in 1952, there would be 
nothing which could stop a president 
with totalitarian yearnings to de- 
clare, in 1962, an emergency which 
would permit him to seize the radios, 
the newspapers, the telephone sys- 
tem, and anything else that pleased 
him, and to subject the nation to 
an immediate control which could 
become as formidable a system of 
state domination as that which was 
created in Italy and Germany dur- 
ing the recent dictatorships, or that 
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which exists in Russia today. I 
pointed out that the gesture of 
President Truman was one which 
had not been thought through to 
the end, and that if it were per- 
mitted to stand, could cause the 
greatest sorrow to us or to our 
children. I prayed that the courts 
of our country would invalidate his 
seizure and restore order to our 
country, even if it meant passing 
through a terrible crisis in labor 
relations. 

A few days later Federal Judge 
David Pine issued an injunction 
against the President and the mills 
were returned to their owners. A 
superior court vacated the injunc- 
tion and the Supreme Court took the 
case immediately under considera- 
tion. On Monday, June 2, the Court 
sustained Judge Pine and gave the 
mills back to the owners. It was a 
very great day in the history of 
American liberty. It is worth while 
quoting from the decision of the 
majority, read by Justice Hugo A. 
Black. 

‘‘The President’s power to issue 
the order must stem either from an 
act of Congress or from the Consti- 
tution itself. There is no statute that 
expressly authorizes the President to 
take possession of property as he 
did here. Nor is there any act of 
Congress to which our attention has 
been directed from which’ such a 
power can fairly be implied .. .”’ 

On the contrary, when the Court 


looked back through the record it. 


found that Congress had, in fact, 
rejected an amendment to the Taft- 
Hartley Act in 1947 which would 
heve authorized Government seiz- 
ures in event of emergency. ‘‘The 
use of the seizure technique to solve 
labor disputes . . . was not only un- 
authorized by any congressional 
enactment; [but] Congress had re- 
fused to adopt that method of set- 
tling labor disputes.’’ 

“Tt is clear that if the President 
had authority to issue the order he 
did, it must be found in some pro- 
visions of the Constitution. .. . The 
order cannot properly be sustained 
as an exercise of the President’s 
military power as Commander-in- 
Chief of the Armed Forces. ... We 
cannot with faithfulness to our con- 
stitutional system hold that the 
Commander-in-Chief . . . has the 
ultimate power, as such, to take 
possession of private property in 
order to keep labor disputes from 
stopping production. This is a job 
for the nation’s lawmakers, not for 
its military authorities. 

‘‘Nor can the seizure order be sus- 
tained because of the . . . provisions 
that grant executive power to the 





President. In the framework of our 
Constitution, the President’s power 
to see that the laws are faithfully 
executed refutes the idea that he 
is to be a lawmaker. The Constitu- 
tion limits his functions in the law- 
making process to the recommend- 
ing of laws he thinks wise and the 
vetoing of laws he thinks bad. And 
the Constitution is neither silent nor 
equivocal about who shall make 
laws which the President is to exe- 
cute. The first section of the first 
article says that ‘all legislative 
powers herein granted shall be 
vested in a Congress of the United 
States...’ ”’ 

Every Christian should realize 
that it is this balance of power be- 
tween the three different parts of 
cur government which forms the 
basis of our liberty. Any attempt to 
disturb this balance could lead to 
the abolition of our liberties. There- 
fore, in a world which has moved 
increasingly toward totalitarian 
manifestations, it is certain that we 
should guard, most jealously, every 
factor of our liberty, and of the 
forces which make it possible. 
Eternal vigilance is the price of 
liberty, we have been told, and we 
must have this eternal vigilance. 

It is a highly Christian act, 
therefore, to thank God most sin- 
cerely and truly for the spiritual 
and political strength which the 
Supreme Court of the United States 
has manifested in these recent de- 
cisions. We who are believers accept 
these decisions as gifts of divine 
grace, the mark of our Heavenly 
Father’s loving care, and the an- 
swer to the prayers of His people. 

Before World War I it was the 
eustom of professors of history to 
compare different governments in 
the following terms. The King of 
England reigned, but did not gov- 
ern; the President of the United 
States governed, but did not reign; 
the Kaiser of Germany reigned and 
governed. The war of 1914-1918 
east down this supreme monarch, 
as future events will cast down all 
earthly governments, until He, 
whose right it is to reign, shall come 
forth to assume all the powers of 
the universe—legislative, judicial, 
executive and priestly powers. How 
wonderful it is that all power is 
given unto Him, both in Heaven 
and in earth, and we are thankful 
that He has disposed of those pow- 
ers in such a way that we still have 
before us an extended horizon of 
liberty. May the Lord grant that 
His grace shall maintain us in this 
liberty that we may live peaceably 
among men to the honor and glory 
of His name. Enp 
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MEDITATION UPON GOD’S WORD 
(Continued from page 6) 


his fruit in his season.’’ He is not 
only like a beautiful and useful 
shade tree. He is like a fruit tree 
as well. Here again he is in striking 
contrast to the ungodly man, who 
yields neither fruit nor shade. In 
ro phase of his life does the believer 
who meditates upon the Word bring 
more glory to God than in the 
matter of fruit-bearing. As Jesus 
said to His disciples, ‘‘ Herein is My 
Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit; so shall ye be My disciples’’ 
(John 15:8). 

The psalmist in concluding his 
graphic description of the godly 
man mentions one other happy re- 
sult of his eontinual meditation in 
God’s Word. ‘‘And whatsoever he 
doeth shall prosper.’’ Often so much 
of the believer’s activity is mis- 
directed in effort and barren in 
result because it does not issue from 
holy worship and vital fellowship 
with God in prayer. The right kind 
of ‘‘doing’’ must be preceded by the 
right kind of ‘‘praying’’. 

Too frequently prayer is a one- 
sided conversation with the suppli- 
ant doing all the talking. God is 
unconsciously excluded. Not until 
meditation upon the Word is made 
an intrinsic part of our devotions, 
in order that God may have oppor- 
tunity to speak to us from His 
Word, will we be properly orien- 
tated in God’s will and fully em- 
powered by the Holy Spirit to 
perform it. And spiritual prosperity 
is nothing more than knowing God’s 
will and completely discharging it 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
‘“Whatsoever’’ the godly man 
‘‘doeth shall prosper’’ because by 
virtue of his meditation in God’s 
Word he does only the will of God. 


Il. MEDITATING UPON The psalm- 
GOD’S WORD SUPPLIES i+’, assertion 
SPIRITUAL KNOWLEDGE 1) + he had 


‘more understanding’’ than all 
his teachers is not to be interpreted 
as a mere piece of youthful bragga- 
docio, especially in the light of the 
reason he gives for his superior 
knowledge of spiritual things: ‘‘for 
thy testimonies are my meditation’’ 
(Psa. 119 :99). The technical scholar, 
the purely intellectual expositor, 
and the destructive higher critic, to 
whom prayerful meditation upon 
the Word of God in complete de- 
pendence upon the teaching and il- 
lumination of the Holy Spirit is 
foreign, are completely ignorant of 
simple spiritual truths and experi- 
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ences that readily come to the child 
of God, who meditates in the Word 
under the tuition of God’s Spirit. 


1. Meditating .upon God’s Word 
Supplies Spiritual Knowledge of 
Man’s Fall and Utter Depravity. 
The evolutionary historian and the 
pseudo-scientifie critic find the Bib- 
lical revelation of the fall of man in 
Genesis 3 and Romans 1 a continual 
embarrassment to their theories of 
the development of culture and reli- 
gious faith from lower to higher 
forms. For the same reason the self- 
righteous man finds the doctrine of 
man’s total depravity and his utter 
dependence upon divine grace for 
salvation a stumbling block, and 
does not hesitate to reject it com- 
pletely, as being thoroughly un- 
palatable. The godly man, who 
meditates in the Word and submits 
humbly to the Spirit’s instruction, 
finds no barrier in these teachings 
to his salvation, but sees them veri- 
fied in history and in his own 
human experience. 


2. Meditating upon God’s Word 
Supplies Spiritual Knowledge of 
Christ’s Perfect Redemption. Men 
are not ready to be saved until they 
see themselves lost. One of the very 
first lessons the Spirit teaches the 
honest heart, who meditates upon 
the Word, is the exceeding sinful- 
ness of sin and the natural man’s 
utterly lost estate (John 16:8-10: 
Rom. 7:13) apart from the saving 
work of Christ on the cross (2 Cor. 
5:21). Convineing men of their 
lost condition the Spirit at the same 
time reveals to them the complete 
efficacy of the death of Christ and 
the perfect deliverance from the 
penalty and power of sin of those 
who trust in His redemptive work. 
Apart from the Spirit’s operation, 
men are not only blind to the reality 
of these truths, but blatantly deny 
them and hence cut themselves off 
from God’s saving grace. 


3. Meditating upon God’s Word 
Supplies Spiritual Knowledge of 
the Divine Redemptive Program, 
Past, Present and Future. The 
apostle Paul had this benefit of 
meditation especially in mind when 
he wrote to young Timothy : ‘‘Study 
to shew thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth’’ (2 Tim. 2:15). Only by 
diligent study coupled with prayer- 
ful dependence upon the Holy Spirit 
can God’s dealings with humanity 
in the different ages be distin- 
guished, and the great drama of re- 
demption viewed in its beginning 
and ending with the various inter- 


vening acts and scenes placed in 


their proper order. Only thus can 
our Lord Jesus Christ be seen as 
the great hero of the drama of the, 
ages. ; 


What is true with regard to com- 
prehending God’s plan and purpose 
for the ages is true also with regard 
tc the believer’s ascertaining the will 
of God for his own individual life. 
Waiting upon God in restful reflec- 
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tion upon the Word of God will dis- 
close the mind of God. In the hour 
of quiet meditation the child of 
God will hear the voice of God say- 
ing, ‘‘ This is the way, walk ye in it.’’ 

Vast and far-reaching are the 
benefits of meditating in the Word 
of God. The child of God who has 
learned to respond to God’s Spirit 
ealling him to this blessed duty will 
find himself saying concerning the 
Great Shepherd of the sheep: ‘‘He 
maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures: He leadeth me beside the 
still waters. He restoreth my soul: 
He leadeth me in the paths of right- 
ecusness for His name’s sake’’ (Psa. 
23:2, 3). May the Good Shepherd 
Himself cause us to take time, yea 
make time for the holy exercise of 
meditating in His Word. 


Thy Word is like a garden, Lord, 
With flowers bright and fair; 

And everyone who seeks may pluck 
A lovely cluster there. 

Thy Word is like a deep, deep mine; 
And jewels rich and rare 

Are hidden in its mighty depths 
For every searcher there. 


Thy Word is like a starry host: 
A thousand rays of light 
Are seen to guide the traveler, 
And make his pathway bright. 
Thy Word is like an armory, 
Where soldiers may repair, 
And find, for life’s long battle day, 
All needful weapons there. 


Oh, may I love Thy precious Word, 
May I explore the mine, 
May I its fragrant flowers glean, 
May light upon me shine. 
Oh, may I find my armor there, 
Thy Word my trusty sword; 
Pll learn to fight with every foe 
The battle of the Lord. 
—Edwin Modder 
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A very fine elder in a faithful 
church in Southern France tells of 
the need of musical instruments for 
street meetings in a large coal min- 
ing center. A tenor saxophone and 
an accordion are desired. We trans- 
late one paragraph from his letter: 

‘“‘This is not an act of begging, 
but the great desire to accomplish 
a work of evangelization. It has 
seemed quite normal for me to write 
te you because of the strength of 
your churches and the weakness of 
ours. There are musical instruments 
in France, but their price puts them 
beyond our reach. Imagine, a tenor 
saxophone costs 85,000 franes ($240) 
while an accordion costs 120,000 
franes ($350). When you consider 
that our pastor receives 400,000 
franes a year, a monthly salary of 
34,000 franes, you can see that the 
cost of these two instruments would 
be the equivalent of our pastor’s 
salary for six months. It is totally 
impossible for us to make such a 
purchase. ’’ 

Perhaps somewhere among our 
readers someone has a musical in- 
strument that is no longer in use. 
It could not be donated to a better 
eause. Write ETERNITY. 





Here we print the prayer re- 
quests of our readers. If you have 
a real burden and will promise to 
pray with us for all of the requests 
set forth here, write to us. We will 
assign a number to your request 
and print it. 

Many readers have written ask- 
ing prayer for the salvation of 
unsaved relatives and friends, and 
for the restoration to fellowship of 
those who know the Lord. Let us 
pray for all those who have writ- 
ten concerning these problems and 
for all of our readers in whose 
liomes these problems exist. 
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A reader in Georgia asks for 
prayer for a friend in Tennessee 
and for herself. Both have been ill. 
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A couple with three ‘‘saved and 
serving children’’ would very much 
appreciate the prayers of God’s 
people for a mighty work of the 
Holy Spirit in regard to their mar- 
riage. They are facing a crisis con- 
cerning problems for which they 
have been seeking a sclution for 
some years. 
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